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PREFACE 


RnQUsisTED hy Dr. Meghnad Sabat F+R-S. (,Eng,)^ President, 
Roy^ Astatic Sodet>' of Bengal (1945), I i^nbmii^cd the iolbwing 
schetne for the best way of commemorating the 20f)th birth-year of Sir 
William Jones (1946). It wontd be a mistake to publish a Fest-schrift 
to mark the occasion, becatise such a bundle of detacbe-d essays on a 
variety of stihjects arifi diverse value, is of no use except to be con¬ 
sulted by some mmiitc specialist once in two years, afW the progress 
of research will render it obsolete m a decade or twr>. The only tribute 
worthy of Sir W. Jones and of tlie Societygratitude lo its fotmder 
wnittd be the publication of a book or books of enduring value and 
very wide appeal, which ever>' camesl studeriit of Indian history would 
feel hound to keep at his elbow. 

I suggest, im^tead of a Fest-schrift, a numlier of votumes forming 
a Corpus of the original sources of Bengal-Bihar histor)'' during the 
Muslim times* It will, in the main, include material not yet printed* 
but also a few Boiirces^ which are now available only in corrupt trans^ 
lations^ sbpiild be printed in order to complete the series* The 
material should Iw Tnahily puljlifjhed itt English translations. 

1. Perriau despatches and news-Qijgrts relating ro 

Murshtd Quli Khan— f with Sir J. 

Sarkar). " 

2. A new. correct, and complete translatjon of Salimuilah^s 

Tiirikh-i-BaJtgala, replacing Cladwin's unreliable version Narra¬ 
tive of Transactions (Calcutta, 178S). 

3, An English translation o! Yiisuf Aivs T*iIrtfr/r-i-3/aA(I&flf Jatt^ 
ftiic full history of Alivardi Klian), 

4, An English version of Palhiyya-i-'lbnyya (or Mir Jiimla's 
conqurjit of Assam and Coixh Rihar) with its supplement preserved 
in the Bodleian MS- and treathf; of Shaista Khan's conquest of 
Chntgaoit- See /.AS.P, 1S72 Pt. I No. 1 (Blochnianti) and 1906*7 
fj. Sarkar). 




5. (ii) Description of in i60S-9 hy Abdtil Latif (trans 

by Sarkar in Bengal Fast and Present), 

(b) BcngaJ-(;)rist!a official letters written by Abnl Ha^n, 
1656-1667, (Rampur MS, copy with J. Sarkar)* 

(r) Mudd-nhinshu^ 

6, A new English translation of the most authorttative anti in- 
lerviting portion of Siyar-^iti-Mnti^tftarm, namelvp from AItvardiV 
accession to the fall of Sjnij-tJtl-ibubhp—witli eluddatitnis and correc¬ 
tions from the Marathi records^ English factory correspondencep 
French despatches (pnnted), and other Persian sources. The printed 
Persian text of^he entire hook, Seear-oot-Mafakb-reen, ed, by Hukoem 
Ahdoo! Mnjecd* Calaitta Medical Press, in I833p contains 420 phis 
115 jiagcsp lines per page, each line 7 inches long. The portion 
selettct:! by me for translation covers pp 10IT233 of the first Book- 

Siyar (Calcutta* 1B13 edition). 

Book T pp. 1-99, Delhi //w^pry, 1707-1739. 

Book T pp* l0th233H Alk^^rdi and Siraj^ 

Book f pp, 233-420^ DdM and Bengal History dotan to i7S5. 

Book II pp, 1-1 IS, Delhi, Ntsam^ Marathas ei€r 1740^1784, 

The third section of Book T 233-420 pp* is also important and 
ititerestmg, hut its translation should 1>e taken up Hast of all^ 

The alwvc scheme was accepted hy the Council of the R,A-S.B antS 
the work lias Ijcen starteiL Most fortiinaiely^ the then Governor Mr* 
Richard Casey, ssuictioned an annual grant of ten thousand rupees for 
five years from the Bengal revenue, to carr>' the seberpe to completion, 

Jauunath SAaKAt- 


NAU-BAIIAIM-JIURSHID QULI KHANl 
By Azai>al-Husaixi 

INTRODUCTION 

Wht'n thti famouii Bengal siihalidiir Jafar Khan Nasiri {popularly 
known by hh firei tille Murshid Quii Khan 1 ) died on joih Jiine 1727, 
his son-in-law Shuja-ud-din Muhainmad Khan succeeded him as 
imperial viceroy of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and sent his own son-in- 
law Mirza LuirulIaTi surnamed Murshid Quit II and Rustam Jang> to 
Dacca as deputy governor of the ea^slem half of the Bengal subali. 
The new deputy governor landed at Dacca on the Td day. 29th 
April 1726. Next ycBT he was presentod by a learned but poor 
emigrsknt Persian mimed Ajtad-ahHusaiiii with a prose bonk of his own 
composition, entitled Nau-btikdr 4 Mufshid Quh KMmi, full of good 
counsels, anecdotes and Msome praise of his patron,—with pathetic 
appeals to save him from ^tan^ation by granting him a literary pension. 

The Euadijscrjpt is a small one. only 65 written fohos^ 6J inches 
by 4 inches, each page containing only 0 lines, 2i inches in length. 
This \VA% evidently the original autograph copy, as no other ms. of jt 
is known to exist. The ^taty of its migrations is very interesting. 
Our author's patron Rustam Jang was transferred from Dacca to 
Orissa as deputy governor in and here lie remained dll J741, 

But Alivardi Klian having seized the Nuwabi of Bengal by kiUing 
Shuja-ud^in's son and successor Sarfaraz Khan (lolh April 1740), 
Rustam Jang was goaded on by his wife Dardana Bcgam and his own 
sondn^law Mirzu Baqar to declare war on tlw usurper. Defeated m a 
battle near Bala.sore (on 3rd May 1741), Rustam Jang with Ina entire 
family fled aw-ay to Masniipatam in a sliip which be had kept readv 
at hand during the battle, and after die failure of a siecond attempt to 
recover Orissa took refuge at die Court of the first Nizam Asaf Jib. 

The arrival of these fugitim is thus described in the Court history' 
of the Asaf Jahs llfadiqai-ut-isiamt h. 173]: — 

"Mn the year n55 A H. (1742 A,D.) Asaf Jah cainc ip Ilaidarabad 
.... * and after spending some time in making administrative 
arrangements, returned to Aurattfiahad. At this time Mir^a Hiqar 
All Khan, the son-in-law' of Mnnabid Quii Khan 11 , had the 

honour of waiting on him. After a few days Murshid QuIi himself 
arrived there and received the Nizam's favour. Murshid Quli's wife 
and Shuja-ud-cfaiila ($icr$ daughter, know'n as the BangaU Hegam, 
was honoured with the title of MfhnMn (Guest Princess.)'" 
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In the course of ditie this family fell into deepening distress 
through HnempbvmcDt and poverty ; ihdx belongings including tins. 
Hiantiscripl were sold, probably at Burhanpux which was a great 
centre of Persian culture and Sufi studies in the late iSlh century. It 
was purchased by jagifdar Parasuis of Poona, the Peshwa's hereditary 
Persian secretary and a master of Persian correspondence. After 
the fall of ihc Peshwas (i8iS) this ms, along with many other 
Persian works of the highest importance (though not to history), 
migrated to the Poona house of the Jaglrdar Parasni$, In 1949 the 
historical records in the Persian language held by this family as the 
Peshwas* Persian secretaries and siews-ageols, after lying neglected 
and partly damaged For 150 years, were pnrebased by the Bombay 
Government for Rs. 7,000. Most fortunately for ns their 40 choice 
Persian mss. were thrown in with the newsletters, reports, &c.. and 
] discovered this little book of unique value to Bengal history, when 
I invited by the Bombay Government to inspect and report on 
the coUcclion. 

A few significant anecdotes of the Muglud governors of Bengal, 
supplied by thb boolc, are given below. 


I. MIR JUMLA'S STRICT JUSTICE (i66i>62) 

When Mir Jumla Alarngiri was m residence at Khizrpur in Dacca, 
one of his servants called into his house a woman curd’Seticr and took 
from her a quantity of curd witiioiit payment, and ate it with liis meal. 
The owner Immediately aflenvaida lodged a complaint before the 
Nawab, whose practice it was to sit on the bastion facing the river 
and pcimit all plaintiffs, high and low alike, who wore no arms, to 
come to him without hindrance and say their say. The governor sum* 
moned the accused, who denied the charge. He was given an emetic 
and the curd came out of him with the vomitted food. The Nawab 
ordered the offender’s belly to be slashed and es posed hut body on 
the field of Khizrpur as a ivanung to othcis. This act of justice struck 
such terror that no one durst rob even a straw. 


!i, ANECDOTES OF MUHAMMAD AZAM SHAH, 

SON OF ALAMCIR (1678*1679^ 

This prince was very fond of luxtjfy and prodigal of c.'tpenditure 
in his mode of life. One day he was riding out when he saw nn the 
road side a knot of people engaged in making their humble prepiara* 
tlons for a marriage. He asked his entourage. "Could not these meu 
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get mure decoratiom f" They replied, *'Thcy are too poor to do 
more". Tlie prisec fojdioL'd+ '^These men will grieve and 'The 
^Emperor's soa visited our cnarriai;e celebration, and yet we meived 
no bounty [roro him 5 * ** 5 :^ he ordered a purse lo hi* givim to Ihepnl 

WTicn he was oui on travel be used lo carry with him on the 
backs of dcphanlSp some wooden hoses full of water, oonlaining gold 
and silver fish* and when he disunjunlcd, he set up before bis tent 
a level garden and cisLems of copper full of water with founitaios 
working In ihem, and let the fish loose in ihi^m to freely move about! 

During his governonihip of BeuptL he lived at Dacca for one 
ycar^ and issued certain ordinajices w'hose elfecls arc stilt to be seen. 

One of them was this:—In Dacca during the Iveavy rainsp much mud 
used to collect and men* horses and clephaots foiinfl travelling very 
difficult, Aiam Shah ot^red ^ ^ with brick, lu his 

time this road w^as so well laid that men on loot could easily travel 
on It during the mon&iwiis. The Bengalis who had never seen a brick- 
paved road befure, wondered at the sight and fejoked. This practice 
continues even now', and many well-to-do men have laid down brick- 
covered mads. 

Kear the Badshahi fort nf Dacca there was a rnamb, where people 
used to snare [ac^uaticj birds. Inside ihe fort there wws no place for 
ihe public ancUcnce except the Hang Mahal and the Hal! of torty 
Pillars built by Amir-ubumara Shaista Khan. Azam Shah liad this 
marsh filled up in a short time and erected on the rile a lofty Hall 
of Public Audience with a very spacious door area, surrounded by 
four wails^ and a band-mom. These buildings had fallen down in 
the coiifse of time, but Murshid ^ili 11 bad them repaired, 

The Chow-k (market square) of Dacca had not been cgnstmcled 
in Azam Shah^s lime. Nawab Murshid Quii If. has uow' ^17^9) ntade 
the Chow’k so niedy as to delight the heart. Azam Shah, hy abolish¬ 
ing the octroi duty made all things cheap in the town. Betel 

leaf and tobacco, wlikh were comparatively dear, were reduced in 
price [by him] and the reduction sliU continues^ Grain was so cheap¬ 
ened that for one-eighth of a a pucc^ seer of rice aud otlicr kinds \ * 

of grain could bt^ bought [at that lime]. But owing to the passage \ 
of time and the change of governors, grain has again lirmed its face 
to dearness. Murrshtd QuIi Khan ha> now brought down the price. 


» Out ^utluar, a rcceni Itoih Frr^ia, has ctfarly made a in^bc 

aboHL thp IlvdUli earmlicy. A*. ITUJlkr daw and 40 a rap-r, 

hU wonia would giv<! zm miuodi of paddy tor a nipw. an inrredibk irtatemeTii 
1 nad dam tdr /ifdf in ttir rexi. whkh wqirtd give nuund? to the 

an admit I fd rat^ at Datta in iFhaiftathan"* lunf Ic tWlo-SSJ 
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IJl- CHITTAGONG OUTPOST RESTORIiD 

How Murshid Quli iJ. restored the thanalt tfortified ba^) of 
Islamabad [Chatg^aon] which had been broken up during the governor¬ 
ship of Muhammad Haqar, when the Arracaitcse with their Dumberlesa 
boats had attacked the post and its environs and taken away some 
thousands of people as captive^ and sold theni in the Keringi tenitorv- 
Muishid Quli II, sent Mir Muhammad HacL, with Muhammad Sadirj 
and an aimy to guard this ih^nak. And in the season of floods, which 
is the usual time of the enemy's attacks, he sent Mir Habibullah with 
iiulqadar Kh.. Md. Hashim, the youthful Sirajuddin Md. (the son of 
Jan Md. Kh.l there. Behind them Mir Sayyid Ali w^as detached to 
remain on the watch near the l/idnah of Feni, which was the rear basi‘ 
{tntKgSh} of the above thutiak (i.e., Chatgaonj, Pctiple say that no 
one had seen such a vast army assembled there before. Tlic general 
on reaching Chatgaon, restored the outpost with such firmness that 
the enemy in fear of him remained in hiding in their own land, and 
God’s creatuTCH were saved by this wise contrivance of the Nawab. 
[FoJios 

IV. MURSHID ^IILJ IFs CONQUEST OF TtPARA 

Tipara is a country extremely strong by reason of the abiicidance 
of Its trees, the lofting of its forLy, and the difficuJty of its roads. 
The Raja is proud ot his strength and tlie practices uf cnncliblowing 
and idol-worship prcviilL^ there. Sultan Shu^ during his govemot- 
sihip fof Beug^ 1], left his eldest son Zain-ud'din Md.. as his deputy 
[in RajrnalialJ, came to Dacca, and sent his chief minister Jan Beg 
Kh. towards Tipara : but the Khan's men failed to late any of the 
forts of that country even alter labouring for one year. At last he 
had to content himself with annexing the district of Mirzapur, and 
making it the frontier of the imperial dommions. Many of his soldiers 
died of disease fmm the badness of the air* When he reported this 
fact, Pnnee Shuj^ recalled the expedition. Therefore, great amir^ 
like Mir Jumla and Shaista Khan never cliL-rished the idea of conquer¬ 
ing Tipara. Ibrahim Kh. liad gone towards that countr>'p bur returned 
after znaking peace* 

Munkhid Quli JL decided to conquer Tipara and put down Idolatry 
there. He wrote to Sayyid Habibullah (the commandcr-in^liief), Md. 
Sadiq, Mir Hashim. Shaikh Sirajuddin Md.^ and Mahdi Beg^ who were 
then engaged in the Cliiltagong expedition, tlial as the rainy se$^n 
w:as over, they should set out with their forces, observing every pre¬ 
caution, arrive close to the kingdom of Tipara, and try to conquer it. 
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Jan Md. Khan, with Sayyid Faih Rafiq^ Shaikh Mubamk Muhi' 
uddin. Wall Beg and nlher hciws was sent [from Dacca] towards 
lipara. Xext JawlUnnard /VH Khan with troofs and milltiijy stort-s 
was appointed to go to the frontier of the Kuki Lribc^ strengthen that 
frontier, and advancing thence to near JainUa, close the path of help 
by those tribes to the aainindar of Tipara, Thereafter he sent Shaikh 
Azi^ullah , , . + ^ , 

After reading die Naw^b*s letter the contmajider-in-chict 
[HabibuHah] set out for Tipara with a v^t army. By daily itiaiches 
he reached a place close to a village full of enemy troops* Here he 
prepared his halting place cm Ling the trees dow'n. Shaikh Atnhlb- 
tillEih Kolv-'al who had been sent by the Kawab* arrived here with 
convoy of arUsans such as stone-cutters, carpenters, miners, batterj'-' 
builders, fire-workers, water-carriers, [hut-] buiiders* famers, snrgeons 
(hfjia dozdn], barbeni, and taijurs,—and provisions of grain, shecpp 
goats, gkee, as well as cooked bread {nan. chapiiti?), bread of fine 
fk)ur (kaikha) and whey {panir). These supplies refreshed the army, 

3 id. Sadiq started widi muskets, guns, rockets and artilkryTticii 
for reconnoitring a way, but after being separated from the main army 
he did not know w^bere he w-as going. Owing to the abundance of 
hillocks and hollows, it w*as difficult for horses to advance ; our 
soldiers penetrated into the jungle nn fool, and after walking for 20 
kos they reached a place which was extremely difficult to traverse. 
Here they saw some ruined houses, and searching in them discovered 
some rice. Water and food w^ere very^ unobtainable, till at last this 
detachment had to eat the leaves of trees. By a fast courier they sent 
a report of their condition to Mir Habibullah, saying that they were 
at death's door through hardship and famine. Mir Habib immediately 
sent to them raw' and cooked food and leather bags full of water. 

Md. Sadiq^ heartening his troops by distributing these provisioiis> 
advanced, till he reached a low' place facing a lofty mound, on which 
the Tipara soldiers were standing ready. They opened fire on the 
Nawab's troops : Md. Sadiq ordered hh sappers to dig a covered lane 
quickly. Under the shelter of this he reached the foot of the fort 
[w'allj and thruw inside it some iron w-edges tied with topes. Wlien 
these w^cights became tbeed in the trees, Md. Sadiq and hLs heroes 
climbed up by sc^^lng the ropes, slew* tlie Tipara soldiers, and gained 
the fort. In this battle some of out men were slain and Karim Beg 
displayed great bra\*er>*. Sadiq entrenched there^ and wrote asking 
Mir Habibultah to come and occupy the post. This was the first victory^ 
of the Naw*ab. Habib arrived there and reported tlie success to hb 
master [at Dacca.] 

Md. Sadiq, leaving Sayyid Habib there, advanced through the 
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junglt. Suclckji:y a man was seen ; sciEing him, J[dl. Sadiq ques¬ 
tioned him. The man feplied tlml after making some niarch(!S 
thmiigh tlial wilderness they would arrive opposite the fort, whieh 
the zaniindar of Tipara had made Ids base and filled with war 
matCTiak. Md. Sadiq, after reassuring this man, took him as his 
guide, followed the path through the jungle pointed out bj' him, and 
arriving near this fort, began to entrench. In the course of one night 
a vcr>‘ strong entrenchment with elevated sides was thrown up. 

Next inoming he delivered battle to the garrtion of the fort. 
. 4 t first there was much firing of guns and rockets op both sides, and 
tile Tipara soldiers did not sitrink from fighting in disregard of death. 
Md. Siidiq came out of the shelter of his trenches. Our heroes brokt' 
down the walls of this strong post, entered in and fell on the garrison 
like tigers an a herd of deer. The defenders were alt encircled 
and slain. 

Md. Sadiq repaired the damaged parts of the fort and reported 
to Sayyid Habibuilah, who advanced from his base after leaving 
some heroes to hold it strongly, and joined Md. fiSdiq. A council 
was held and it was decided to advance rmJy when the array sent by 
the Nawab from behind sitould have reached \firr,ap[ir, and tein- 
forc^ Hiiji Md. Taqi, the deputy faujdar of that place, and also 
Jaw^n-mardan [fie] Ali Kh.. who had been detached to hold in check 
the Kuki and Jaintla tribes should have arrived on that frontier. 

So, Jin Md. Kli., with a counlle.ss liost advancing by the public 
read, appeared before the forts of the enemy, faivan-inard Ali Kh. 
with his troops, advancing like the wind of death, came to tlie place 
where Habibuilah was stopping, saw him, and then went away 
to the Knki and Jaintia Intnticr and stood there like the rampart 
of Alexander. This Khan had distinguished himself bv his bravely 
alsrt in the DMcan wars, 

Wlven the arrival of Jan Md, Kh. and his army at Mireapur 
became known, the wamore [in Mir Habib's post] being composed 
in mind [about their rear], resumed their advance, leaving their halt¬ 
ing-place in charge of other troops. They covered long distances, 
somettines riding, .sometimes on foot. The pen cannot describe the 
hardships they had to undergo from the abundance nf trees and mcks. 
After traversing fourteen kus of llu‘ w'ay. they arrived at the bank 
of a river, entrenched and planting guns for safety, rested for some 
days. Theu Mir Habibuilah and Md. Sadiq and other heroes plunged 
into the river and set out on advance. Their soldiers, at the sight of 
their bravery fnllnwcd them across the water. On reaching the 
opposite bank they offered thanks to God. The pen cannot describe 
their sufferings in tlw water. Then they entrenched on the further 
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bank. The gairiTSoii ol Udaipur- wJuch was the capital of iheir ruler, 
on bearing of the crossing of the rivier by the Muslim army, wiili al! 
their war-materials and entrenching on dwt side* lost heart anti many 
of them tied away. The Raja reassrired them, but to no effect. 

.Meantime the corps under jan Md, Kh. by rupid marches* arrived 
opjiositc the fort of Chandigarh which is the enemy's greatwt fort, 
and began to at lack it with giiiK and muskets. The garrison fought 
to the utmost p bat their sardar was killed in fighting with our heroes 
and his head w^as sent to the Naw'ab who urdered it to be hung 
opposite the gate of the Chauk at Dacca + Tlie men of the fort, on 
lieaiing of the fate of their commander- lost heart and vacated the 
fort. Wlieti the Islamic army conquered Chandigarh, the Itnops of 
Tipam in fear vacated two other forts and took post in (jhiiigarh. 
Fight wais raging btaween them and liLn Md. Kh-+ when in ihe morn¬ 
ing [next day?] Sayyid Habibullaii- Aid. Sadiq, Md. Hishim and 
Sirajuddin Md. with other heroe^i on horseback, with their arti!lor>' 
men in front, eftSered the city of Udaipur, and coming near the 
citadel which was the lesidcnee of their governor^ opened ri fieavy 
fire with all kinds of hreaims. 

The Tipara snIdlers did not fail to fight regardless of death- 
The Muslim troops invested the fort from four aides, A severe bitttle 
was fought- The ^aruindar s men by dead in heaps, t he vkloni 
entered the fort. Dharma Manikya, the zaniindar of Ihe place, in 
terror abandoned his women and fled away from the fort to hide 
him-self in the junglLis near the pboe. Our heroes gave chasts nml 
after some search cauglit huii and look him to Mir Habibnllah- At 
the same dme jin Aid, Kh. and his commdfjs also arrived there. 
The Tipara troops on hearing of these events^ abandoned fort Gh^i- 
garh and dispersed on all sides. The ling of Muishid Qtili Khan was 
unfurled on the lop of fort Udaipur. The Mii-slims msed the cry of 
AllahH-^kbar and the Aluslim cm<k> llherG is no deity except Allah 
and Muhammad is 11 is messenger), and demolished the temple of 
the zamindar which had long been the seat of idobworship. Making 
a krvel courtyard on the side of the temple, they read the Khi^ba in 
the Emperorname. In the mint of Tipara they stamped dinars 
and dlrtuuns of gold and silver bearing the name of the KhaJif of the 
Age. The world-illnminaling sun of the faith of Muhammad swept 
away the dark night of Udidelity, and the bright day of Islam 
dawned. 

The Nawab* on getting the despatches of this vktoiy, sent his 
eoitimanderdin:hief Muhammad Ishaq to Tipara to convey his praise 
to Mir Habibulbh and the other heroes, and to tdl Sayytd Habibullah 
to conduct the zamindar in a befitting manner to Dacca after leaving 
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Md. Sadiq and Md. Mahdi in charge of Tipani. Hd. Ishaq and ' Ala 
Beg tlie mace-bearer, went to Tipara and gave the heroes the com¬ 
mendations and rewards of the Nawab, 

Mir HabfbulLah had his audience with the Kawab. in conipany 
with die zamindar, on 29th Hamr^ in the iith year of the Emperor's 
rt'ign [1141 A.H.]. iS April, 1729. Jaw^-mard AIL Kh, ivith Sardub 
Raj the zamindar [? the lost Tipam King's son] who had taken 
shelter with him, also had the honour of kiaaing the Nawah's thres¬ 
hold. The Nawab celebrated a double I'd (rejoicingj on accotiut of 
tWs victoiy and ordered Mir Sayyid Ali and Mir .Md. 2 aniaa to db- 
tn^tc one thousand rupees to the needy. Ttiere was profuse scat- 
teripg of coins on the I'd day and during the procession to the I'd-gah. 
one kos from the qila of Dacca, [19 April.] 'liic Nau^b graciously 
ordered the zamindar of Tipara to bo detained in the fort of Dacca in 
a good place and supplied with food jind garments. The date of the 
^ctory is given by the words TtBRA MAFTUH ^ 1141 a.H., or 
1729 A.D. 

Tlie above is the history of the Tipara cxpoditioii as given bv 
the contemporary Azad-al-Httsaini in the very year of the conquiid 
and writing from Dacca. Thirtj'*foiir years later Salimullah, writing 
for Governor Vansitlart, gives some additional information, which I 
quote here from Gladwin's translation of that historian’s TdrikH-i- 
Bajigdtak ;— 

Mir Habib ShitSzy having formed an intimacy with 

Murshid Quit Khan II at Marsh idabad, accompanied him to Jahangir- 
nagar; and there became his deputy. Mir Habib was very industri¬ 
ous in olhce, and made considerable retrenchment in the iV^mruvtrs 
(Bengal war tlotiHa) and other expensive establishments ; and also 
acquired great sums for his master by conducting various monopolies. 
He treacherously put to death N'urullah. the zamindar of Jalalpur 

[ = Faridpur] and confiscated his property.He set on foot 

an expedition against Tipara, under the immediate management of 

Aqa Sadiq, the zamindar of Patpasar.TJie son of the late 

Raja of Tipara liaving been expelled by his unde, he joined Aqa 
Sadiq : and Mir Habib gave him hopes of obtaining the zamindari- 
He conducted the troops through the passes and over the fords of 
the rivets into Tipara ; when tlie Raja, unable to mtitc opposition, 
took refuge in the mountains, leaving Mir HabTj in quiet possession of 
the country', Mir Habib placed stnong garrisoDs in different parts, con¬ 
ferred the zamindari upon the Raja's neplii-w, and appointed Aoa Sadiq 
fanjdar. After which lie relumed to Jahangir-nagar with the treasure 
and plunder, and a grrat number of elephants , . . , Shuja Khan 
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named Tipara RausksHdbdd or the City of L%ht/* (This aumtive 
IS copied by G. H. Satim m his Riydz us-SiiiBiiH, text, ma-zoi, who 
merely adds that Cliandigarh fort, the abode of Uie Tipam Rata, 
stormed after a fight J 

How Huslttin /flag suppressfd TOhiw«,_Gham, a captain of 
tondiltj and murdertts, who lived in the CDviions of Dacca, made 
the lives of the in^bitants unbearable. Rustam Jang sent his 
soldiers in sn^l parties and in disguise to search for him. They 
made seirot inquires. None suspecting who these men were and 
what their aim was, the soJdiers reached tlic home (bHutgoJ^) of vlie 
culprit, fought and captured Jiim, and brought him away to the Nawab 
who liangcd him on the Jour sides of the Chawlc at Dacca.- Next the 
spies traced out and seized Sliahur, the brother of Chard, and Ums 
the rubber band was broken ap. 
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MUZAFFAll-N AM AII 
By Karam Ali 


INTRODUCTION 

Of Na^^'ab Aliwjirdi K!i!U]‘s career before 1 « seized the llironc of 
Bengal in April 1740, we know notluDg from liLs two well-known 
histories, namely, Vusul AU*s AkwSl-i-Mahabai Jang and tihulain 
Hnsaio Tatelabai's Siyaf-itl-muiakharin. A few of bis doings as 
deputy governor of Bihar (1733-1739! arc given in one sentence by 
Salimuliah in his Tarikh-i-IlaMgalti. Recently Professor Sayyid H. 
Askari, M.A, (of Patna College), has drawn our attention to a 
liitlierto unknown Persian history of Benf^ whidi throws full light 
on tliis period of Alivardi^s career, anti I shall give here a iranslaliori 
of it. The author was Katam AJi of Patna, and his book narrates tlic 
hibtoiy of Bengal and Bihar from 17^2 to 1772* 

The b<M>k is named Miisafjuf-namah after the author's patron 
Muhajiiinad Raza Khan entitled MuzaHar Jang, who was made deputy 
suhahdar of Bengal by the Englisli, but removed from office in 1772. 
Only one manuscript of tlw work is known to exist. It beUmps to 
Qazi Abdul Wadud, B,A. (Cantab). Bar-al-bw (Patna) and covers 
118 royal quarto folios, with ig lines to tire page. Tliis copy w'aa 
transcribed by Daim Ali of Muncr at Benares on 14th August, 1827. 

In the year IT47 A.H. (1734*35) ‘I’e author's father came from 
Delhi to Patna at the call of Alivardi Khan, then deputy governor of 
Bihar, and on proceeding to Bengal was appointed newa-wTiler of the 
Ckakla of Bardwan by the Nawab Shir^* Khan, on Rs, 300 a month. 
This post wont out of the possession of the Camiiy in 177 ^ 

Karam AH was bom on 31 fktober, 1736 in " the batda of BengaJ" 
(by which iiifi city of ^Uirshidabad is meant.] In 1741, Alivardi, now 
Nawab of Bengal, granted the author (a boy in his tilth year! a 
monthly subsistence of Rs. 5^, w'liich he enjoyed (ill 177^- Tlie author's 
fallwr accompanied Alivardi in hLs expeditions (f. 37a). In 1748 
Karam Ali was a|ijyjioled faiijdrir ttf Ghoragliat {f. 376), and this post 
he held up to tire death of Alivardi in 1756. though frequently absimt - 
fro.ni his charge. He was with Sliaukal Jang in Purnia, w'iicn the 
blkT was killed in October 175b, but escaped from the wmth of 
SitaJ-ud-danIa on account of the inlluencq of his mother in I hat 
Nawnb's harrin. Utcr lie tmk n'lugtr in Patna, where hU family still 
survives. 
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GhulSia Husaia TabatabSi was bora io Jt-io 
aad migrated to Murehidabad in 1752 * 33 > 3®d m'xt (o Patna along 
with Alivafdi in 1733. Hero he lived (except for a journey to Delhi, 
August 1743—November 1744.) In 1749 he was appoioted tutor to 
Shaukat Jaog and lived in Purnia till the iail of that Nawab in October 
1756, when he fled avtay to Ilenares. He attained In great influence 
and wealth as the friend of the English sahib? during Mir (Hsim's rule 
and after, and his book proves him a man of much higher intellectual 
and social status than poor, "out of employmonl’' Karam Mi, 

TRANSLATION 

[2a], The birth of Alivardi Khan took place in the hoiKehold nf 
Prince Md. ’AKam Shah [a son of Aurangxib], reason of hia mother 
being [employed] there m perfect honour and dignity, [ib]. His 
father. Shah Quli Khan, was superintendent of tlw Prince's gold-ware 
department, 'Aaam Shah used often to predict that ibis infant would 
soon become a ruler, , , , . ‘ 

[4a] AlivTiTdi Khan, after Prince 'Aiam Shah had been slain 
[on 8tb June 1707] and [his own] property plundered, came to Delhi 
and passed his days in extreme poverty, often going without a meat. 
He used at times to visit the house of Rai IJal Kishan, the father of 
Rajah Jugal Kishore. Haji Sahib, the elder brother of His Excellency, 
after [4b] the death of Muhammad 'Azam Shah went towards Mecca 
and lived for some time in that country in great composure of mind. 
Things wem on thus till the early ware of the reign of Muhammad 

Shah Padishah. . . . w 

Alivardi KUan goes to iVdipaii Skuja‘ A'Aafl in Oriisa .—Nawab 
Shiija’ Khan was the son's son of Nawab 'Aqil Khan, and descended 
from the same grandfather [jadd) as Alivardi. Having been married 
to the daughter of Nawab Ja'far Khan the subahdar of Bengal, he 
became estranged from Nawab Ja’far Khan by reason of his dissolute 
character [diBbdsht\ and unw'orthy matuiers, and went away to Delhi, 
Ja'far Khan wrote as a plaintiff to the Emperor accusing Shuja’ Khan 
of having peculated some lakhs of wo/iars, Shuja Khan, taking 
W'arning from this charge, by die advice of Amir'Ul-uiTiHra Kliand- 
Dauiin, secured from the Emperor the post of subahdar of Orissa, 


r Yusuf Ah (my ms. p, i) fatlicr MinJi Madani 

was uUochi in thie «UibHs1iinenl ol Prince Aid. "AMm Shah. - , Ten ycart 
alter Mini Ahmad (f.r.. K;‘jl SAW**). Mina Atd, Alt wa= bern (nfirtwards 
Altvanli ) Od cinnic^ at agp, he was apixiinlnt tu ihe chaTtc of Ihe Pnnce'H 
butlery (UMfir-kWiM*). Satimiillab (a violent .mtl-Shia). tells a different 
sitiry (Calcutta 1906 reprinl. p 7^ ) 
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aiid in the year 1131 A.H. [1719 A-D*] went to that province antt 
engaged in mliiig it, Shah Quli Khan, ihe father of Alivardi, 
accompanied him, and after a year begged the Nawab and sent from 
him a parwdna summoning bis son, Aiivardi sold the jewels of his 
wife for nine hundred rupees, and with the money hired a cart for his 
women and bought a horse for himself for Ks. 300, took with himself 
Faqr-iillah Beg and Numjlah Beg, who were his old servants 
{hhatiahsdd) and arrived in Orissa in the year 1132 {3720 A.D.] to 
meet Shuja' Khan, After a tew days, in which he displayed his great 
inteJiigence and wisdom, he was appointed thanahdar of Sawantropur 
w'ilh the title of Muhammad Alivardi Khan, on a jagir of sbt-sadi 
[itian.sabddr.j [50] 

The liianah of Sawanlrapur is situated in the midst of hills and 
jungles, on the frontier of the Rajahs of Keonjhar, Ankhar and Dlion 
Kana!/ ail three of whom were in rebellion against the subahdar. 
Alivardi established his rule over that thiiiiah very easily and bronght 
the Rajahs to obey him by his good behaviour. In the year 1133 , 
Hiijj Sahib, as summoned, arrived from Delhi before Nawab Shuju' 
Khan, with his mother and children, and MirrA Ghiilam Husain. Miiza 
KhairuUah Beg, Mirza Dawor Quli and other hcreditaty servants, but 
did not agree to accept any post except that of remaining with the 
Kawab day and night. Securing olhccs for his sons according to their 
qualifications, he exerted himself to the utmost to increase the rank of 
his dear brother. And Alivardi by the strength of his knowledge ani'.l 
administrative power swept the whole land of Orissa dear of disturber^ 
of peace, slaying many of them. In tlie battles of Khalikot and Thiinah 
Malud, lie did heroic exertions. When Shttja' Khan became free from 
the conquest of that tract, be ordered Alivardi to attack Kujang, a 
fort situated in the midst of some islands of the ocean. Alivardi, on 
account of certain [natural] obstacles, invested the fort for lull tUnie 
years before he could capture it. 

Detaik of this brief statement .—\\Tien three years passed away 
without the fort being captured and Nawiib Sbujil' Khan became 
displeased, Alivardi came alone to the presence of the Nawab and after 
much talk brought him to the fort, and by his wise counsel caused a 
letter to be written to the Rajah inviting him [5b] to siurcnder in order 
to save himsetf from destruction, in which case he would be highly 
favoured. The Rajah, in reply lo ihis message came out of his fort 
to offer his submission, he was taken by Alivardi to Nawab Shuja’ 

I eiven its tantrapuw in 5terting'* OHim. Kta»jh<lf 41- 

Hj-jSE, Amhhat is rviiirrtljr n c^pyitt's rj-rw fiir dp*^u/ KhaUtifit j-j fTl n 
oi GsDjATn town. sowib of tlie Chllka Ukr lUkfng, on an anil of tlie 

»rq. jo-JrN. «6-3fE, 
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Kbai], and relumed [ilcascd. Shuja' Klian was so pj«iscii with this 
success liiai he highly favoured Ali^’ardi and ordered him to remain 
in that coimtiy for some lime aji its governor {srr/ii6.) 

In the year 1139 A,H.* when the news of the death of Ja'fM Kh^n 
[on 30th June. 1727] and the usurpation of Nawab Sarfifraz Khan 
reached Nawiib Shuja' Khan, and be also beard that Nawab 
'Ala-ud-daula [Sacifraz] had declared that if tshuja’ KJian came to 
that side he would oppose him by anns. Kawiib Shuja" Khan became 
distracted in mind thinking that a fight between father and son was 
quite improper. But Haji S^b gave him dii^ advice: “The woriUi 
of the common people have not yet got hold of SaiMrae's mind ; he 
is your son : his mother is alive and present with liim. You ought to 
go there as quickly as possible/’ At thi'i time a tetter atrit’cd from 
the Begam who was living in Mufshidabad. nskiiig Shuja’ Khan to 
I reach Mur^idabad with the utmost speed. 

Nawab Shuja* Khan left his son Muhammad Naqi Khan, who was 
the oPspring of a diPerent tnollici frnn Satrifdiz's, as liis deputy 
subahdar of Orissa, and very promptly started for Bei^al at the height 
of the rainy season, Haji Ahmad Saliib and Shah Quli Khan were 
his companions in this journey, but Allvardi Khan, on account of the 
monsoon and the excess [6fl] of mud. could not join there from the 
district of Kujang. 

Kawab Shuja' Khan arrived in Bengal and sat on the seat of tJio 
governor, making Iiis son Sarafraz Khan his deputy. AJivardi Khan, 
by order of the Navmb, reached Bengal at the end of the rainy seasijn. 
and was first given the work of commanding the escort lor conveying 
the imperial revenue and the escheated property of Nawab Ja'far 
Khan from Bengal to the frontier of Patim. .After his rclum from this 
duty, in the year 1140 [1727-1728 A.U.] he was appoinlcd laujdar of 
Rajmahal, which lies on the frontier of Bengal. In that very year 
Nawab Siraj-ud-daulah was bom, Alivardi Khan chose the new-born 
infant as his son, and ordered him to be always kept with himseP. 
In the four years of his faujdar-ship, he snbjugatcd by sweetness and 
harshness all the bill-people around Rajniahal^who were in the habit 
oi robbing the traders and wayfarers, and he thus ma'Ic them obedient 
to his orders and threw the rvays open io traffic. 

In this period some Hindus of tlie BMt tribe descended from the 
hills and reported to Alivardi Khan, ''After many years this wonderlul 
event has happened: innumerable snakes have assembled in a body 
for hearing their praise from our tongues, and many of them carry 
rupees and mohars in their mouths, which they give to us to suPke 
for crtir needs in futuie so that we may not have to beg of otlrer 
people, lest they should foil us.*" Alivardi disbelieved in the story. 
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Bill the author has [6t] beard from cyc-^vitncsscs that ihh acoouDt 
is true I 

In tbb period, Alivardi Khan's father died at the age of by years. 
Hi-s tomb is in Rajmahal. 

Alivardi altams to ikf d^pHly subahdarskip of Pniiin,—For four 
years Kawab Shujii^ Khan used to nnnit every year a kmr nf rupees, 
nay more, to Uie Emperor through Nawab Khan-i-Danranp and thus 
gained great trust and honour. By the advice of Haji Sahib and 
Alivardi, he made a petition for the sabahdari o( 'Azimabadp which 
was held by Fakhr-ud-ilaulah. A piirw/ina arrived from the Emperor- 
djsmiibsiiig Fakhr-nd-daulah and a sanad appointing Shuja' Khan to 
the post. Nawab Shnja' Khan wrote to Ghulam All IChaPi the 
comrade of Fakhr-ud-daulah, to look after the adniinistmtioii of the 
province for a short lime pending ihe arrival of a permanent deputy 
subahdar^ and appointed Ahsanullnh as his deputy in the subab. The 
la^t-named diedi two or three days after this : and as all affairs* great 
and smallp of the realm were decided by the advice of Hilji Sahib, 
illivardi Khan was appointed deputy governor of Bdmr [ja] In the 
year 1145 A-H. [173^-1733 A.D.] he reached Patna after a few days' 
journey. 

He ehcrisbed the iroops and the ryots by his good administration, 
and in a short lime made aU rebels and turbulent persons obedient to 
him. The bu^ness of the imperial revenue w^s entrusted to diwan 
Chintaman-das and that ol the Nawab's [/a^rrsj to Rajah Jankirnm. 
Mirm Mirak wa.s appednted as his Bakhshi : Mir^i Da w ar Qiili darogha 
of the jinsi artiJltry, Ifaldar Ali Khan darogha of tlic artillery, 
tihdiam Husain Khan diirogha of the diwdn khdnah, Faqir-uHah Beg 
Khan Nurullah Beg Khan ddrugha of the elephants and the 

mab^s. 

In the same year, after the departure of Alivardi Khan to Patna, 
Naw^ab Shuja* Khan conferred the faujil™ ol Rajniabal on 'Ata-ullah 
Khan, the younger fiort-in-la\v of Haji siihib, and die mabal of Hangpur 
on Nawab Saulat Jang. 

Ahvardr$ exp€dition against rebels of Bkojpur, _As the 

zamlndars of Bhojpur used to delay in the utmost degree in paying 
the Covenunem revenue, and as highway robbery, the practice of this 
tribe* bad reached the extreme point* and they lived in full 
predominance,—Alivardi Klian set out for that side without delay, 
in the year 1146, The rebels stood up to a fight, as they used to do 
with the former subahdars* but being now' beaten, took to flight and 
went into hiding ; many of them were slain and somo taken prisoner ; 
the strong places of these [76] people were devastated ; their 
zamiiidars Fed away to Ghazipur, secured mediators, paid the large 
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arrears of revetiue due from them, and after giving bondi that in 
future the}' would never comniit such toisdcctls retuincd to their 
homes. Alivardi returned victorious to his headtiuartcTS- 

/Uivofdi's expeditioH let the tntiHdl of DcHiA flPd sortw; ofAt’r 
occurrences. — 

The Rajah ol Keltia' was the foivmost rebel of tlihar and used 
to give trouble to die anny diiofe. In the year 1147 [1735 A.D.] 
Alivnfdi Kban appointed Nawib Shahiiinat Jang with an army to 
chastise ihtsc men. “Abdul Karim Khan Afghan being ordered to 
support liim. The country was covered with a dense forest. But the 
1 invaders made their way through the jungle to the Rajah s fort, whert 
he had taken refuge, being unable to meet the Govemmenl troqps in 
an open fjglit. Shahamal Jang laid siege to tlw fort and dug a mine 
under its tower, Wlien “AbfJul Karim Klian went into the mine to 
inspect it, the mine oollafsed in some places and it also rained so heavily 
' ffjr two or three days that it became impossible for ,Abdul Karim Kban 
to move about. After two days, when the earth was dug up io an 
altompl to recover hb bones, be came fStf] out alive and safe. Tlie 
Rajah ol Bettiii in fear fled away from hb fort to the dbtant hilb, 
though the fort had a wet ditdi too deep to be lorded anywhere. 
Tlicuce h<? scut envoys. 

The Nawab's troops after desDlating many vilJages of that tract 
and slaying the unruly men, gathered much booty, arrangctl for the 
adminbtratfon of that mahll, and returiiod to him. This victory led 
to the great honouring of Abdul Karim Khan, which taiacd hb pride 
to the bighcal pitch. 

In the same year 1147 A.H. [173,1-1735 At.D.] the author's parents 
came from Delhi on being summoned by Alivardi Khan ; after meeting 
him they left for Bengal in order to sec Haji Sahib. After intervicwHng 
fJawab Shuji' Khan my father was, through the mediation of Haji 
Sahib, granted Rs, 200 a month in cash and the p.ist of news-writer 
of the Ckakiu of Bardwan. After 24 when the Chakla of 

Bardwan came into the pcBScsrion of the English sahibs, this ofDcc was 
taken away from our family. 

In the same year, at the instigation of calumniators. Kawab hhuja' 
Kh.m summoned Alivardi to his prescnoc. Like an obedient servant, 
Alivardi went to JIurshidabad and removed the dust of dbpleasarc 


t The Bcttia faja* are Jaitharia BrahixLaiis. Thry fim secorHl ttie TTscog- 
nSticin of lb^^ Emfirfor of IVlhi in irign. On the clrAt3i f*\ Gii 

tia hip wrrp {ArtitionF'd iu»f»ng: his ihrw sdhji, [>Ji1i|> S- 

Fk'ttin.. ciimiUkt son Scotuir, and a tliiril MailhuhinL A.livarili « np|xjpi^nt 
\vas Uhruh ^ingh (reignctl I7ii-i7<j3) Unx mu wiccf^sior of Dalip f^ingh, 
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from the mind oi the Nawab, The Begam [of Shuja'] wished to deprive 
^Mivardi of the deputy goveniDrehip and appoint [her son-in-kw] 
Mursbid QiiU Khan to that post. But Nawlb Shuja' Khan, who was 
not well pleased with Murshid QuU Khan and from whose mind the 
suspicion of Alivardi 3 [disloyalty] had been removed by Jjis coming 

promptly when summoned without refusing on some plea,_confirmed 

him as his deputy in Bibar and sent liim back,—to the great joy of 
the people of that [86] province. 

JiXpcditmn of Aiwurdt for ^luitsAing tkc Ktija of _ ^The 

Raja of Bhunra,^ proud of his hilb and jungle and strong places, 
used to refuse obcdiciice to the orders of the governor. Tliis year too 
he began to assert his independence, 

Alivardi Khan, veiy rapidly marched against him ''making his 
saddle his sleeping place.*’ The Raja loo prepared for fight. A severe 
encounter took place, the like of which had not been seen before. At 
last the Raja took to flight. Abdul Karim Khan W'as appointed to 
pursue him. He made forced marches, seized the wife and children 
of tile Kaja on the skirt of the Dliawlagiri hill, and sent them to the 
governor. The victors returned to Patna fort [9a], The Raja made 
his submissiDQ, the district was brought under adinuikiration, and he 
returned to bis home. 

AHvardi sends an army againsi the Baujaras of inaMl Beilia.— 
1 he Banjura tribe used to assemble to the number of about 8o,ooo 
horse and foot, leading a lakh of o\en with them i on the pretext of 
buying and selling rice, on wbicbever side they went they used to 
commit plunder, especkliy in the districtii ol Oudh. Gorakhpur, Gbazipur, 
Tkrttia, Bhuanru (w'hich was llieSr special ji'igjV.) At this time, too, 
they came together, joined cro^rds of other mischief-makers, and in a 
vast horde engaged in making distuibances. Alivardi on bearing the 
news of their advance, ordered DiwOn Chintamao-dus, with Hedayet 
Ali Khan and .|,ooo horsemen under the cottitnand of Abdul Karim 
Khan, to chastise tius tribe. The force advanced rapidly. The 
Banjanis on k'aring the name of Abdul Karim Khan, in terror, fled 
to !ht‘ hill of Idakwani, which was famous for its strength. Abdul 
Karim Khan, giving them no respite, ascended to the lull fort, as the 
Raja ol Bctlia showed the way, and with bis heroic Sfjldiei^, bv 1 
poor path among the hills, suddenly came upon iliem. When oiu triKips 


I Biiuiira. 10 miles B-n.e, ol Bftds lomi anU about the same 
n u w. of SfipHll, It stands on the Kefal froaticr. Glaawin in hit tmnsl.itinn 
oJ ihc Jdntrfi-i-ifau«ak nsiwl the flame as Pluiolteareh. which Rennrli aim 
gives in liis PUW IV as l-uliKtryn, EviLicntly the Persian cinks of these two 
autlNOti wiuufity inka k anU he as pc and tiUph as ftrin. Ain (i). 156I bai 
a mabal in HrkSt Tirbut. 
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appeared from orse side, the cnertiy oo Ihc or her side had no help bdl 
to engage in battle. After a brief content they took in flight towards 
the passes of the hill of ^fakvvani. The Raja of Makwani iis outside 
the realm of the Emperor of Hindustan, 'this hill is high as the sky. 
[qb] AbduJ Karim Khan wrote to the Raja of the place, *'If my prey 
oseape by these hill passes, know that I shall arrive in yonr counlry/" 
He on receiving the message, closed the passes, preventing the escape 
of the rebels. The Khan entering the passes^ look nearly 20,ooo horse 
and foot with their monnts and arms captive and sebed much booty. 

At the time of returning the Klian received a letter from the 
faujdar of Ghazipur stating that those men w^ere traders of the subah 
of Oiidh and it was not well to treat them ill. So, the Khan halted and 
WTote in reply, "‘I am present with my captives. Come and take 
them.'^ After a v%cek*s halt, as nobody appeared trum. that side, ho 
marched back to Paina. In no bock has it been read Uiat 4,000 
troopers took ^OpODo men captive with their horses and arras, and 
conveyed them ten majchcs without letting one slip away. It was 
done in this ways Abdul Karim Khan at the lime of marching back 
to Palna, placed £o,ooo Banjaras with their horses and arm^ before 
him and drove them on like a flock of sheep, at once cutting dowm 
any man who showed the least disobedience ; in this way 5 ,Qpoo of the 
men wen? killed before Futna was readied. Many of the wives of the 
party killed themselviis by poison or tlic dagger and swnrd and thus 
joined their lords. When they reached Alivardi some men of 

the tribe w^ere killed, some throwm into prison^ and miiny released. 

The robbers (ra/i&ffr) of Makwani killed many of the Banjaras 
who had fled into the pasi=es and seized their property. In short, out 
of those lakh of men probably not more ihan lo,ooo surtnvedp llio rest 
of tlie tribe perished for their misdeeds, had been 

throT-vn into prison escaped aItcr^vards during the fight between Rabar 
Jang and Haibat Jang. When Abdul Karim Kb an reached Ha|ipur, 
Alivardi Khan erased the Ganges and lfx?k by force a portion of the 
spoils of Abdul Karim ; as for the portion which was nol credited to 
the Stale, AtHiul Karim Khan generously distributed it all among hi3 
soldiers. 

How Abdul Karim Kiiax svas siaik 

Abdul Karim Khan, after his great aehicveinents^ did not care 
for anybody in hu pride * buL spoke words of dMoy^ly. The matter 
of sharing the property of ihe Ban jams bad created ill-feeling between 
the two sides : so Abdul Karim prepared for hostiliiy. For some d^ys 
he gave up attending the court of Alivardi^ remained in hii® owti house 
and planned futile projects. 

3 
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Aliv^rdi summoned him to an audSeiicc* and posted ai^ainst him 
mciv at two places in his path m the fori, to overthmv him. When 
this hero of many baUles arrived at the second post, which was iield 
by Jasw-anl Nagar, a Nagar soldier came up froiri behind and wished 
to strike him with the sw-ord ; but Abdul Knrim Khan Iwkcd at him 
with such angry eyes, that hb coiintenaDce ielL As no one stood up 
to oppose him* Abdul Karim Khan parsed the ^mldtcfs of both ihc 
posts, and nvith two attendants arrivi'd in front of AlivEidi Khan. 
The greatest of heroes, [lob} aiirza Dawan Quit Beg, who stood face 
to face with ^lun ready for fight^ alter saying struck at 

him with his sword ; the weapon entered one spaa into the crown of 
his head ; but Abdul Karim KbaUp in spite ul his receiving such a 
bbw^ hit Mirza Duw^ar Quli with his sword, so hard that the hilt of 
hLs sword with a finger was severed. They fought like Rustam and 
Asiandiyar^ In the end the Klian w-as defeated and slain. The two 
atlcndaiits of Abdul Karim Khan were wounded by Mirza Duw^r 
Quli and despatched by others. All this time, Alivardi sat dowTi there 
with four men watching the scene. When the severed head of Abdul 
Karim Khan was thrown among his followers who were standing at 
the gate [of the fort.] they helplessly took to bight to save their lives. 

AHv&^di s^nds uti a^my againsf Sundtir [Sfffg/f] the zamindar of 
Tikari^ — 

As Raja Sundiu [Singh] at the insUgatiun of wicked men^ stepped 
outside the limits of obedience, Alivardi appointed a force against him, 
Raja Snndar, though noted as a brave man* knew the real situation, 
and avoiding open battles took refuge in the hilb, and began to fight 
[skinmshes.] The Government troops. getUn^ an opportunity, entered 
the defile and it seemed likely that a sudden calamity would hcfalt our 
Qjniy,—when by the grace of God, Raja Simdar seeing his nun 
impending took to bight, and the govemoris troops coming up in 
pursuit seized him and scut him tied hand and neck to Alivardi, who 
at first ordered lum to be beheaded : but through the eHorls of Diwiin 
Cbintaman-das he was pardoned, and declared a son of the governor. 
The Raja, repenting of his past misdeeds, made new promises of 
fidelity and toy ally > and was invcfstcd willt a special Tbercafler 

he never again showed dU^bediencc, but was present in many battles, 
risking hb life in Alivardi's cause. 

Mustafa Khan, a new ser^^ant of Ruja Sundar, [tT£t] w-as taken 
with bis 35 troopers into the service of Alivardi, [iia] and day by day 
leceived such promotion that he reached the highest rank and became 
Ihe master of 4,000 troopers with the title of Buhar Jang. 
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Alwanli Kh^n kads aw expcdUirtn toi^ards Birhhum hy ord^r of 
Nawdb ShiijS* Khan— 

A^v ihc Raja of Birbhum began to show dtsobcdiiciiC4? towards 
Na^^iib Shuja* Khan, and disordur of many kinds broke out In the 
rc^ilm iiJ consequence of his dfelurhancts, the Xawab sent an army 
from Mumbidabad to chastise hi nit and wrote to Alivardi Khan to 
come from the hilly country wilh ^ suitable force and invest Asad 
;?aman Khan, the Raja of Birbhum. to prevent him from escaping in 
any other direction. AH\'ardi started for die conquest, VVTien he 
arrived near liirbhum, Asad Zainan tv had ^ seeing no other means of 
escape, sent a man to intercede with Alivardi Khan, who,, like a 
chivalrous heroi instead of imprisoning him became his helper. A$ 
directed by Alivardi Khati* Asad Zamiiri made Riii ■Aiainchand his 
intercessor and was presenied to Nawah Shuja^ Khan. He was gratified 
and returned to his coiJtitry* Alivardi Khan^ cl? ordered by Naw^b 
Shuja* Khan, returned to the ae^at of his government. 

fn tlib year, 1149- on ytb Rajab {3^^^ 0^:1. 173*^] 

{balda) of Bengal [i-c., MurshidabadJ the author w-as bom in the 
mansion of Alivardi Khan, and Kawnb Shida’ l^an gave [nh] hsm 
the name of Karani AH Khan. 


AHvardi leads an army ia ihe Karamnd^hd. which is Ike froniter 
of the snbdh ijf Bihar, in fear of the army af Nadir Shah ; the death 
of Nawdb Shnjd' Khan, and niher evenis — 

In ihc year irji A.H. [1738 ^ l advanccrl 

inlii India on invasion, Nawdb Shuja' Khan wrote to Alivardi to 
assemble troops from all side* ami advance in suitable stren^ ^ ^ 
frontier to guard it. Two or three liawins wett despatched Irom 
Murshidabad to strengthen him. Alivardi, with hjs old and new 
and the reinlorcenients [from Bengal] advanced to the Kam^s . 
In the course of these tew days Nawab Shuja Khan died [131 
1730] and the governorship came to Nawib Sa^raz Klian^ ^ ^ 

the son of the deceased ; ami the new Nawab isTsiTcd JartKa^^s con nnmg 


every deputy and faujdar in his post. 

Wlieti four or five momlbi had parsed in ihis way, and AJivydi 
after the ending of the invasion of Nadir Shah [May i739|p 
the scat of bis government, Nawab Sarfariz Khan, at the i^tigaPoti 
of evil-minded men and calumniator, became unrea^nably djsplea^ 
with ^Mivardi Khan. Although some of his wvll-wishcrs told him that 
Alivardi was a man c^caltcd hy divine aid and a w-aiTior with 

GfHl-given victoria, so that it was unwise to qtiaird with him. Sarfaraz 
wouW not ibten to them, hut sent him harsh and improper 

[ 120 ] letters, and began to treat Haji Sahib ami Ins relatives wnlK 
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ridicule,* and some low people^ who had no particle of wtsdom, 
J^nov^'ing lhat they would promote their own interests by calumniating 
such a sardaf^ became the Cause of the ruin of his kingdom and fortune. 
Their foolish plan for intimidating the troops [of Aliv^ardi] was thi:^ 
that they caused a letter to be written to Alivardi to this effect, ^'Take 
back from the karris of the reinforcing detachment the gold and coral 
chains which had been presented to them by Nawab ShujO' Khan and 
send them back [to Mur^hidabad.]" 

AKvardi Khan, after publicly reading the letter out to all in his 
darbar, took the chains back from the and in that very darbar 

packed them in bags and despatched them to Murshidabad, And in 
the place of the chains taken away, he gave the ha^Uri^ at that ver>‘ 
moment pearl neckJaces in ihe place of the chains taken back and thus 
made them pleased and grateful. Thus, ah the soldiers became 
displeased with Nawa^b ^A 3 i-ud-d!auta for his fiicanncfss, and determined 
to support AJlvardi with devoted loyally. Some people say that this 
letter was [really] fabricated by Alivardi Khan as a device for 
alienating the army from the Kawab, 

For a time Alivardi Khan, being a man of experjence and knowledge 
of the worlds kept himself within tlie bounds of loyalty and obedience 
to the Nawab* But when he found that time was slipping away^ be 
decided not to remain helplessly inactive in hv^ own place^—because 
contentment with ono^s lot is the characteristic of beasts and tin? 
ambition of winning glory and power is tlie mark of the great. Me 
Used often to repeat the verses 

Forttine condemns the man 

Who performs today's wwk tonioirowr. 

But without letting any one know' the wish of his heart, he deter¬ 
mined to gain possession of the kingdom o| Bengal and not lo let the 
opportunity that had arrived p pass aw'ay. 

[l2f>] Alivardi Khan leads an anny towards Bengal : Ntiwab 
*Aiu~fid-daula i$ siain. — 

Alivardi Khan waited for one year. Then in the year 115a [cor. 
*153 = 1740], he rose against the ruler, lie first of all despatched 
Naw'ab Shaltamat Jang with Nawab Hasan Quli Khan and a strong 
force on the pretext of punishing the ^mindars of ffanswa and 
Nawada, and instructed them to w^it for his frKih orders and cany 
nut such orders when received. Milking Haibat Jang his 

deputy in the province of Patna, he himself, under the plea of punish¬ 
ing the siamindars nf Bhqipur, entered his tents at Eaukipur in the 

1 T ttid maskhani (or mttsahhar nf naz4m lit^uienaniH of 

ihe muFketwrrt and the eirtinrty, in Twiki^b 
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midst of his iinny an<l eounscllors. Here he hailed Iot nearly i>iw 
mrmtli, till tlie report of the expedilion against Bhojpiir reached the 
ears of all people far and near, and at the beginning of Ibc jvar 1153 
[should be 1153 A.H. = ^faJ^.h i74oJ> he wrote to Shahamat Jang, the 
son tjf bis brother, to go with his army to Rainiahal, and he hirasell 
by six rapid marches arrived at HajtnahaL Here he halted for a few 
days to give rest to liLs people and Jet die stragglers join him, and 
sent a letter to Nawab 'Ala-ud-dau1a saying, “The newly eulistefl 
troops have forciblj* brought me here for exacting the arreaia of their 
iiahii>\ Therefore, no suspicion should find a place in your heart for 
diis movement. Send Haji Sahib to me, so that 1 may communicate 
the wishes of my heart to you orally through him, and [also} entrust 
to me [raa] some of my rclalives wlio ate living tliere [m Murshida- 
bad], so that I may tahe tlieni with me and go whereviT it is my lot. 
Also, pay the dues of the newly recruited soldiers. 


Nawib Ala-ud-daub on receiving the news of die approach of 
Alivardi Khan and this letter, took counsel with Jagat Seth and Rai 
'Alamchand about giving eowgc to Haji Sahib, They were hU well- 
wishers, and gave him this advice, “Haji Sahib should be given leave 
to depart, because his being alive or dead is equally immaterial. For 
some days you should show kindtiess and thus remove his fear and 
then In private or public whenever an opportunily occurs, distioy him 
[Alivardi.] In fact, you should be ready for hglding- delay 

or neglect this work." Nawab ‘Ala-ud-daiila. according to thU advice 
gave H'iji Sahib his cewgC and began to concUiate the troops. He 
ordered that the men who had been disbanded two months before ihis 
should be re-enlisted. He himself, witli the experienced soldiers, set 
out tram the city with the intention of fighting and in two days reached 
Suti for camping. 


Alivardi after meeting Hfiji Sahib and assembling his vast army, 
which overcrowded the surface of the ground, by mpid marches 
advanced from Rajmahal ; and the two armies lay facing each other 
On the bank of the river of Suti at a distance of three os. ■ a u 
daula here, too, neglecting caution and wratchfuln^, or ere <s 
hghting troops [under] Habibullah Khan, Ghaus Khan Afghan ._r 
Sh»I.„J.ai„, ,i.l Part-teh [P.nj., to J 

darogtm of the jtnsi topkhanah. to cross the nver and confront 
army of Alivardi, while he himself remained with a few men on th 
side of the river. Ho sent Shup'-it Beg ami Basant the ^ 

the camp of Alivardi on the pretext of «nynng a message of ^ 
but really to spy out lix condition. Alivanlt ,. 

goodness of nature, so that they retumefi lo 
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surliag any talk about peace or war, and told him that ii wai difficult 
ti> find another loyaj aud obedient nt like Alis^ardi. 

Hy the advice of ^Ali ^lardan Klian the Bakhshi^—who belonged 
lo the family of Mir^a Muhammad Iraj Khan*—he pl^jmed to Jure the 
captains of Alivardi w4th offers of money into the snare of de^itmetion. 
Writing 3Etsyal leliers ci^ntaining promLies and rewards beyond count 
he sem them secretly to ever^' officer of Aiivardi's camp. The faith¬ 
ful Mustafa Khan, at ntidnight went with his letter to Alivardi Khan, 
show'cd it to him* and said, ^'Life Ls conditional upon our preserving 
mr honour. 

You are the master, do what you like. 

Although the enemy's troops outnumber cuins, they are raw' men, 
inexperienced in war.'* 

Alivardi caUed him brolher^ conferred on him boundless favours* 
and at that very time of midnight Issued orders to hk troops lo dress 
lor battle. Without making the least noise^ he marshalled his men 
and ordered Shaliamat Jang with Mustafa Khan to advance as the 
vanguard of his army, towards the right wing of the enemy : called 
back a sard^ named KangJal who with a dt^sia of f&uj was appointed 
to oppose Habibullah and Ghaus Khan, the commanders of the van¬ 
guard of *Alii-ud-daiila's anny, telling him not to attack the enemy- 
Alivardi hiniiielf with his troops, on the 2gth Muhatram, year 1152 
[should be 1153 A,K.^ i5 April 1740] took horse, accarnpanJed by 
his qurchis [horse guards), slaves and other [14^] [personal] retainers, 
and at dawn before tlic sun had risen, entered into the camp 
of Nawab 'AM-ud-daula, aud ordered his arttllcry to fire. ^Ala-ud- 
daub, who w^as sleeping with his troops, w^as awakened by the noise 
of the guns and the falling of eannon-balLs, and had no help but to 
prepare for battle. His soldiers, on I he arrival of the troops of 
Shahamat Jang and Mustafa Khan from the right side with drawm 
sw'ords, abandoned theit property and took to flight, Wiien the son 
of Muhammad iraj Khan was slain, AH Mardfin Khan the Bakbshi 
aud all the tribe of Zangfinia/ took to flight before the other troops. 

Naw'ab 'All-tid-daula after perfomiing his daw'a-prayer luotmlcd 
on an elephant and had issued a lew steps from his tent, wheu a 
musket ball entered his forehead, the crown fell demn from hb head 
and he gaw up hbs life, Mir Dilfr Ali with a few’ of his servants 
eutcfed the baltleheld ; and when he found that all was over with the 
Nawab* he did not choose to lay the disgrace of flight on himself, but 
bravely fought w^th hb sword till he was killed. When Ghaus Khan. 
Habibullah Khan, Mir ?iharfuddln and Panja the Portuguese and 


1 a elty brfivf^ri ICarvin ntirl Tabtif, 
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olJiei^ saw an eiMMny foive standing in front of them, they engaged 
in 5ghiing without getting the time to be leinforcedj and very easily 
slew Rangli] tlie Banjara. After the death of ‘ Ala-ud-daulii thti force 
I Limed to confront and hght Aiivardi, But as there was no concert 
among them. Habibulluh Khan with all tlie troofs, from that side of 
the river set out for the capital, Gliaus Khan with his two sons,-— 
named ^Jutb and Babar» and a few* other 111011 . and Mir Sliaifuddin 
with a few folbwefs crossed the river Ganges* opposed the army of 
Aiivardi. and all the three tfather and sons) died after bravely fight¬ 
ing. Mir Sharfuddin, after entering the field of battle* shot an arrow 
at Uie arm of [i4i>] Aiivardi, and retired safely from die field. 
Aiivardi returned to lus camp plajdag the music of victory. . . . The 
reign of 'AJa-ud-dauIa lasted one year and one month. 


ALIVARDI’S ACCESSION 

After gairiing such an umivailed victory. Aiivardi marched from 
Slid to Diwan Sadii. There he decided to send Hiji Sahib to the city 
before himself for reassuring the people, so that be might give them 
an account of the victory- After Hiiji Sahib had entered the city and 
sootlied the minds of the people, vast crowds of high and low came 
nut and interviewed Aiivardi, Tw'o days after Haji Sahib he cnlefvd 
the city and first paid a visit to the house of the sister of ‘ Atii-ud-daula 
and bv his kind and friendly speech removed grief from lier h(^. 

Next iM? went to the Hall of Public Audience* A huge [i^l 
crowd of soldiers and other pimple had assembled, the dust rai^ by 

whom darkened the sun.Seating Hmself in the wiflsufld of ru c, 

he devoted all his efforts to doing goorl to the soldiers and the ryots 
No servant of 'Ala-ud^iaida was dismissed by hmi but all retamed 
their posts* Habib-ullah Khan was loo ashamed of having fled from 
the field to show bis face and was oeasuted by the pubiK for his ^d 
tongue : Alitirrdi sending Shabamat Jang and Hakrni A 1 
to his house, called irim to audience. H#, after a tittle 
made Shahamat Jang his protector, came to Ahvardi. 
obey him* and was pardoned and employed m the service of Ahvardi 

Khan. . , l , # 

M»rtd Kl». «m*. f«.™ sL”. Kl™ 

..S„) foT and to the 

end J»'fcr Khan. This inhc t*as apptopnattly placed 

Khan's person*— 
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VVlion Murid Khan 'fitni by the Emperor to &tUeh the property 
(of Shtija' and Ja'far Khaji), arriv'ed at Patna with a royal khilat, 
Alivardi Khan &Kt sent hm a letter alluding to their former friend¬ 
ship, and requesting him to halt for some time at Patna. After some 
days when lie had .settled the affairs of the govemmeal (in Bengal) he 
called Murid Khan to Bengal. Hut not desiring to let him come In 
Murshidabad, Alivardi himself, went tq Rajmahal to welcome him in 
advance. After meeting Mtirid Khan, told him all that had happened 
to hmiselfp wiihout making it bnger or shorter. [15b] Murid Khan, 
wlio w^as the Plato and Aristotie of the age\ pul the khtial sent by the 
EmptTor for Ala-ud-daula on the person of Alivardi Khan and con- 
gratiilated him. As the two nobles became very friendly, after some 
frequent inlerviews^^ Alii^urdi sent a portLon of the property left ^behind 
by Sliuja Khan and Sarfaraz Khan with his ow'n presents for the 
Emperor. As the news of the rising of >riirshid Quit Khan (11) 
reached hiiiij he made exctLses. to Murid Khan and sent the last-mmed 
back to Ilelhi, and himself started for putting down the disturbance of 
Murslud Quli Khan* sumained Rustam Jang, the son-in4aw of Shuja" 
Khan and i^ubahdar of Orissa. 


AliVAKOI .MARtUES TO OhiSSA: FlIGHI OF 

Naw^ab Rustam Jang 

Wien ^Inti^Uid Qtili Xhan heard that "^Ala-ud-dauLa had been 
killed and Alivardi Khan had seated himself on the maenad of 
govcniofahipi he became furious with anger, and calling his advisers 
and captains together told them, ^'The administration of Bengal has 
not V’ct been settled and ihe people of the capital ha^^e not yet become 
fully subiiiissivc to Ali^-ardi Khan. It is proper Ltiat we should seize 
this opportunity, destroy his pow'er, and avenge tlic blood of 
*Ala-ud'dauIa/' So after making war preparations, he set out from 
Orissa for Bengal. Alivardi, after giving cowgc to Murid Khan, 
marched with his army from Kajmahal to put dnuTi ihis disturber. 
Saulat Jang, who was faujdar of Rangpur from the time of Shtija’ 
Khan, ikjw joined his uncle, and the two together set out for Orissa. 
[i6a0 

Alivardi Khan appointed my father (now^ dead) as darogha of brand¬ 
ing (cavalry horses) antf veriftcation : left Shaliamat Jang and Haji Sahib 
to guard the capitah appointing the bi^ve Habibullali Khan to serve 
under these twno, and himself marched on w Ith the army. . . , When 
he arrived three marches on this side of Katak, owing to the rapidity 
the advance of his army, extreme scarcity of grain raged in his’ 
camp , M much $0 that a tubacco-^llerr driven to distress bv tJic 
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crowding nt the people (j'.g., buyers )i began lo sit down on the 
elephant resem^d for carrying tho articles of ibe elephant dopartraent. 
and conduct lib trade with the people. 

Murshid Qiiti Khan was sitting down ready for fight in hb 
Irenclics on the bank of the Iwq or three kos frcim .^ivardib 

camp, Wlicn he heard of the scarcity of provbion:^ sn Alivardi s army 
and the facts abo[it tlic tobacco-vendor, lie thought that the ariiiy was 
now distressed and dbtracted by the famine but would recover its 
strength w^hen in a few days provisions would reach it ; so he decided 
to utilise the opportunity and quickly engage in fighting. In his 
lack of experience, he crossed the river at midday and prepared for 
giving battle: he sent lib son-in-bw Baqai: Ali Xlian wilh a large 
force to go alicad as iib vanguard ; appointed hi^* Bakhshi Tilukhlis 
AU Khan, the kinsman {Khjifesk) of Haji Sahib, to command Baqar 
Ali Khan's front divbion t and sent a body of infaulrv' secretly through 
the jungle on Oie left hand. 

Alivardi Khan with his heroes, dressed hb ranks and rode [tbh] 
into the field. The soldiers of MuOjhid Quli Khan in their want of 
experiences had left their artillery behind ihein and began to fight with 
their arms. Ahvardi's troof^n placing their jin%i and dasti aflilkry 
ip front, engaged in battle. At last the army of Kustain jaug. being 
Bcattered by the fire of AUvardi's guns, delivered charges from even' 
side in w^hich they found a way^ fought bravely^ and were s lain ^ Tht 
soldiers w’ho arri^'ed to oppose Haidar Ali Khan, the darogha of the 
artillerj'f were consumed by the hre of our skirmishers , the 
soldiers who got the chance ot hghling at close quartersp on either side 
plied the sword and spear* bow and arrow* and dhl not fail lo exert 
themselves t but most of the enemy force were slain- 

Buqar Ali Klion. broken-hearted by the slaughter of his men. lf>ok 
U> flight wnlh his Bakhshi Mukhlb All Khaup and machwl Murshid 
Quli Khan. The two together embarked in a hired ship which in 
anlicipatiou of such a day they had kept with thenisclves* and set out 
lor the Deccan. Much booty incIudlDg 200 pieces of artjllcr3% fell into 
Alivardi^s bands. The women of ^luf^hid Quli Khan with the Begam 
(Dardana) who had not the opportunity of fleeing aw^y (with them), 
escaped through the jungle w-ith the help of the samiudars and a ter 
undergoing-hardship and distraction ou the way reached ihcir lord after 
a long time. 

AUvardi appointed Faqir-ullah Beg Khan and NuruUah Beg 
Khan to pursue him- On amving" near tlic forest they sei-s^ more 
than a hundred chariots (gd.fti) and carts full of mi>ney and baggage. 
Bm as the Begom had entered die jungle and these gciicrals had uo 

4 
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ordens^ they did not pursue her furtluTp but took podsessioia of the 
property, [ija] 

Alivardi rewarded his gaJIant troops. As in thi,s battle Mir 
Muhammad Ja'far Khan had fought on fool, doing heroic deeds and 
receiving wounds, he gained unlimited favours, 

Ahvardi after conquering the province of Orissa* began to 
administer justice. Many ryots came and did him homage. He 
appointed Saulat Jang as subalidar of Orissaj lea^ung Hasan Beg Ktran, 
a great captain and experienced n^an^ as his associate, in govern by 
tl^ir united judgment. 

Alivardi Khan rutnmed victorious lo Bctigal. Qasim AU Khan 
the son of Minsa Mirak the brother's son of the Nawab Begam Saliibai 
was removed from the Bakhshi-ship and appointed faujdar of Rang- 
pur. Mir Muhanimad Ja'far Khan^ who was till now% an officer on 
Rs. 100 a rnonih* was rewarded for bis brave deeds by being exalted 
to the high office of First Bakhshi, while ilie post of the Second 
Bakhshi Avas given to Faqir-ullah Beg Kfian. For the (Nawab^s) 
relatives on the mother's side*, near or distant, tvho were young in 
age monthly stipends were granted. For example, to the author of 
this book who was then In his fifth year, an albw'ance of Rs, 50 a 
month was given* and for 34 years, up to ibe present year liS6 
t—177^ A.DJ when the English Sahibs have become dominant, he 
w'as never deprived of it, 

In the same way, Sadiq AU Khan (the son of Mir Muhammad 
Ja'far Khan] and Khuiram AH and Ghulam Ali (son of Ghulant 
Husain Khan, tJie 'arz-begi) w'ere favoured with monthly allowancesn 
SJiahamat Jang was diwan of the subah of Bengal and admLpistrator 
of the affaiia of the region of Jahangir-nagar (Dacca); he was 00w 
sent back to his charge vAih Nawab Hasan Ali Khan as his dcput>^ 
He collected large sums from the chiefs and zamindar^ of that place 
by agreeable means. 


11 

Blit a 3^ar had not been completed when news arrived of the 
captivity of Saulat Jang and the seizure of the province of Orii^ bv 
Baqar Ali Khan. Alivardi imniediately on hearing this news summoned 
Sbahamat Jang from Dacca, in spite of titc rains being then at their 
height, left him as his deputy at the caphaip and at the beginning oi 
the cold season set out with the greatest speed towards the subah 
pf Kaiak- 
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ALIVARDI'S SECOND CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
BAQAR ALl 

Baqur All Khan, after parting from Murshid Quli Khan, with a 
small party went to the province of Orissa, to fight his enemy, Airiv- 
ing in the neighboiirliood of Orissa, he sent liis agents to a nuniber of 
bis old officere who had entered the service of Saulat Jang and were 
holding posts, and informed them of his coming and his plans. Some 
of these men were seduced to become his partisans. As Saulat Jang, 
in disregard of the connsel of Hasan Beg Khan, had cntnislcd the fort 
(of Katak) and the cnuotA' [iSa] to these men, and himself remained 
sunk in pleasure and repose, these wicked men. knowing Hasan Beg 
Khan to be an obstacle in ihtir path, murdered him near the Qadam 
ka^'uL and very quickly adva^ocing frojii that placf? Liupii^p^d ^ 
Jang with his wife and children, and sent a letter to Batjar Ali Khan 
who was in that neighbourhood, informing him of what they had done 
and summoning him. iJaqar Ali arrived ; be wished to kill SaiiTat 
Jaug, but his wile forbade him and thus saved the lives of the 
captives. 

But in the year ri54 (I74i A.D.) Alivardi Kban amved 

with his army and made him a wanderer in the wi rru-'ss o 
calamity. 

When Alivardi, marching mpidly from Bengal, arrived within two 
or three stages “f Katak. he got the new's that Baqar Ah had tied 
(from the capital), confined Saulat Jang in a chariot (rat/i) m ^ 
he had posted two Mugbals : appointed some i ^,1^,*.. i-, 

Telingas, to guard the rath, with ordt'rs to slay Saulat Jang i - tvar s 
troops arrived near it, otberwuie (o bring him along. So, ' 

ordered Mmstafa Khan and Umar Khan to proceed faster ‘han Ih^ 
wind, come up with the enemy, and capture Saukt 3*^41 * ® 

alive. Alivardi's younger brother. Muhammad Armn ^ 
for and obtained pt^nnUsion [l8b] to accompany this party aud nmde 
great haste. When Musiafa Khan turned tr^wards thoi^ '"T. “k 
Baqar Ali in terror abandoned bis prisoners and own family and loo 
to flight even more earnestly than before. The m °,aHi 

talk, after giving some spoar-thrusts through the cu aute o ^ ' 

and bedieving that they had in this way killed Saulat 
flight. Of the two Mughais seated in the rath, ^ ^ _ 

,.f .h, Tdb8U, and .h, oU.r .bon uyn.e^ 

Ihc reih, was slaja by Alivardi, men. * 

Saulat Jans in thn ,M afirr .wrneWnS. .nmirfrl bn” “ 
rbnin Kl,.' and himsalf mt in p.,- »< 
nui crjinipg tip with himF fctumrd. 
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Alivardi rejoiced at the safety of his ncpSicw : he held Court 
Katat for some days, and tlien, leaving Miikhh^ Ali Kban, as dt^puty 
snhahdar of Orissa, set out on relum. When he rcjachcd Balesarp he 
got neivs of the coming of the Maralhas and tlie iUnc^ of MuklilL^i Alt 
Khan, and apphuting Shaikh Ma^siim as coTnmander of the province 
of Orissa and Raja Durlabh Ram (the son of Raja Janki Ram) as 
subahclarp seat them of! to their charge, while he liimself resumed 
his ioumey to his capital. From Mcdinipurp he sent oft Saul at Jang 
(in advance) to go to hU parents, and himself marched on . , . , 
with all his captains. He was aeekrng news of the Mantthas. When 
he reached the of Barch^'an, the ^faratha>i arrived and encircled 

hh entire arnij', cuting olf its pm^isiomp so that for two or three days 
no food grain could be had in his camp even lor Rs. 20 a seer. 

NfJW the M£Lrdtffa$ ailacked, fljfcf were dtiveii £iway defe^tted; 
hmtf Habibullah Kk<iH joined them .— 

It is said that whan Rustam Jang went by ship to the Deccan, 
waited on Ksaani'Ui'muIh, and begged him for aid. the latter out of 
his practical knowledge, sent a secret hint to the ^laraLhas, inciting 
them with greed for the money nnd propertv of Bengain 

The 3 !aratha sardarsp vdth their troops set out for Bengal ; sJetv 
Shaikh Aia'sum and his clansmen, tsxjk Haja Dnriabh Ram prisoner, 
enveloped Alivardl at Bard wan and demanded from liirn chauth and 
one Krar of rupees as their expenses in coming to Bengal* Alivardi, 
in view of the surprise advance of the Mamtbas and bis owm lack 
of materials for defence p at ftfst agreed to give them chauth and some 
other aiticlesi in order to remova this evil %vithout recourse to fighting. 
But when they asked for Siraj-ud-daula—w^ho was the eye and lamp 
of his state^—as a hostage, he in reliance on food's help and in a 
desperate mood, assembled his army chiefs and told them. '"Why 
should I not give you as a gift what I am going to pay the Maratbas? 
God can send all this Maratha army to hell in a twinkle of the eye 
and hy one word of command"'. His generals, on hearing these 
word^p determined to hghl to death. 

All the gencr^Lls, from dawn to sunset fought the enemy io the 
most praisew'orthy manner, and at last after t^vo or three days of 
prolonged fighting, the enemy, unable to bear the blovvs of our troops* 
took to flight, and engagjtxl m plundering the cities and villages* 
Habib-uliah Khaoi who accompanied the Kawab in this campaign, 
by creating a false report of his having been slain, had kept himself 
aloof from the army , he had been from, former times an enemy of 
Ali^’Mrdi s fomily. The Maratlias cairied him off with tbemselves* 
He incited them to plunder the capitalp and taking tw^o or three 
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ibauiand soldiers [of ihi? Mariithd army) wiih him-^irlip he sUrti!<i for 
Murshtdabad. Firsts hu went to Im own house ibetc. took hLs broihcr 
with himself, bul bv reason of the opposUinn of [19^] AU J^-wad 
Khan and Ataullaii Khan, could nnl bnng away his own witiX-s and 
children. He then went to the Knthi of Jagat Seth, took away nearly 
three lakhs of mpees which were loaded in boats <Jn die bank of the 
river^ ond then issued out of the cih% Haji Sahib and Shaliomat 
Jangr next day mad^ such arrangeinents for the proleeiion of tSie 
cityji that from that dav onwards the Marathas could never again 
enter it. 

Every morning the Marathas used to attack AHvardL* and after 
thausauds find been stain take to flight in the evening. Alivardi, 

in the midst of such disturbances, reached Katwa, od hnaritig of the 
plunder of the capital and the Ku{hi of Jagat Sethi he hastened at 
the height of niins and arrived in the city* protecting the petiple from 
the ravages of the Marathas, For two or three da5^ be took 
from the fatigue of tlie journey^ and then issued again for pudishing 
the Mauxthas^ and expelled (hem from the neighbourh-nod of the 
capita]. Every year an embankment iptd-i-pi^l sadi] used to be con¬ 
structed on the bank of the Bbagirathi hir keeping out the river ft>nd 
Iftioni the city)- The Nawab now sent *Ataullah Khan Sabit JtLng and 
Mustafa Khan Babar Jang to Flasscy and ordered them to demolish the 
embadkmeat there. 


Owing to the removal of that dam, I he south side of the city was 
(looded and the movcmetit of (etictny) troops w^a^i prevented, 

W-hen he heard that the Marallias were a-ssemblcJ in the Kalv-a 
district, he himself crossed the Bhagiratlu and started for that adr. 
As Habibullah Khan had secured a sJoop on which some gtins wefL* 
mounted, from the Dutch, he fired canaon-balk from it do Ahvardi a 
troops. Miraa Diwar Qidi, the darogha of the artilleiy, sank 
that gun-boat by his own gun-fire. AUvardi built a bndge over the 
Ajay river which flows ^uth ot Katw^, and ordered his 
cross, it at night. After Sharmher Khan and Sardar an la 
crossed, Ihe britige brokfi down, in Ibc middle, and a .traiij^ co a^ion 
and clamour arose at midnlglii. [aoaj Alivw^ ad^nca on f^t 
in the mud to the bridef- reassured h« troops, and re^nng Hit- bridge 
in the midst of that eonfuaton, ordered his trwps again to cross. The 
Marathas, struck w-ith fear by the shouts (iioisc) of o«f army, abau- 
dnned their propertj^ and decided to flee awjjy. 


BaUh of —Tlic tw'o 


ariuics engaged in fighllng a bard 


h,4. .nd . .to!.- to ihc f "f r 

Mtsn Miwafa Khan di^Std th-my s«ori in hnndj^lhn 
toltn..i.« hi™ Itonc thrawlwn npon the wny- Thn Afeh-nn. 
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showered arrows. Our men gained the victory, and the Marathas 
turned Ihcir faces away from baitic, in such despair that they tUd not 
draw the rein up to the lake of Chilka, wliich is the limit of Orissa. 
Mvardi haslening in pursuit, and giving the enemy no time to rally, 
reached Katak. This lime leaving Babar Jang’s brother’s son (as 
EOvemor) in Orissa, he himself returned with [aohj his attendants to 
his capital. The citirens advanced to welcome him on the way, and 
rcCTived from him favours of many kinds. He gave away three lakhs 
of rupees as "ihe price of blood" to the soldiers who had teen drowned 
in die breaking of the bridge, to the sardars and to aJ] the troops, 
riie autlior’s father who had during the battle gnarded the personal 
property {tnattjsidat] of the drowned soldiers, was rewarded with an 
elephant. 


Iff 

THE ASS ACRE OF BH.^SKAR AND OTHER 
MARATHA SARDAES 

On hearing that Alivardi had replied to the demand for ckmtlJi 
with his sword, the master of the Matatha army appointed Kaja 
Bhaskarram as commander of his troops and Ali Rhai diwati for con¬ 
ducting negotiations and stmt them to Bengal: they desolated 

and plEiiKkred eveiy place they could reach. When Raja Janaki Ram 
H nt envoys for securing the release of his son Duriabh' Ram, they 
^manded a mnsotn of ten lakhs of rupees, and dLscussions started 
between ihu two sides : through the siime ambassadors a message for 
the settk-nicnt of the chsuth was sent to Mi Bhai. Ali Bhai, who had 
been charged with this v^eiy work bv hi.s master, interviewed Alivardi 
through the mediation of Raja Janaki Ram. The Nawab won his 
heart by abundance of kindness and favours and seat him back highJy 
satisfied. Raja Janaki Ram and Babar Jang were sent with him as 
envoys to Raja Bliaskarram for dkcassing the points, (aifll 

■niesc two men met Raja Bhaskarram and strcngihencd the bond 
ol frietidshtp by taking oaths according to tlieir religions, Alivardi 
Khan sent many presents to Bhaskarram and thus ihrew' tiim off his 
guard. 

Bccauiie in administering a kingdom, ail kinds of expedients are 
prdlsew'orthy in a njler, he had recourse to deceptiqn. and after a time, 
in a proper manner asked for a meeting with Bliaskarram, and ordered 
his own tent to be set up at Maukata, in a spacious plain. On the 
day of the interview' he sat down in hi$ tent with a large force. Mir 
Muhammad Jafar Khan was posted at the door with some hiir^s ; 
Haidar Aii Khan with the artitlci>' near hLs ovin lent and across thJ 





maratha generals massacred 




path oi tht eacmy; Mirzjj Dnwar Qwli Kliaa with guns in tlie rtrnr of 
ihe iViamthas. So^ he sat down waiting for the Maratha generals Iq 
come. As tlie public had no knowledge of tlie real business^ iminense 
crowds gaihered to ace the spectacle^ blockiiii’ the paths and acorching 
m the hot sun. 

When Raja Bhaskarram, widi his strung force mde tip with Rabajr 
Jang and Kaja Janaki Ranip he left his troops behind him at a distance 
of two kos frofu the tent of Alivardi and entered it with only 
captains and Ali Bhai. As stxjn as Alivardi's eye fell on him lie 
[irdcred that they should bo hemmed round and not one o| them 
allowed to go away alive* At once hh soldiers sfcw^ them. Raja 
Bhaskairam's bead vv^as out off and raised on a spear-head,, while his 
body was hacked to pieces. (216). 

Alivardi immediately alter mounted a lofty elephant and set out 
for expelling the ^laratlias ; Babar Jang and Umar Khan, by hb order 
fell on the rear of the leaderless enemy's aimy. innumerable swords 
dazzled the eyes of the beholders and innumerable arrows darkened 
their faces. The dead by in heaps on the plain. As nunc except 
Mustafa Khan and Raja Janaki Ram kneiv of ibi.s plot, the people 
seated in the tent w'crc puzzled by the fighting after Alivardi had left 
and they took to flight in fear. Haji Sahib in his far sightedness told 
Alivarxii* ^'You have to-day created enemies for yourself till 
Doomsday/’' 

In the year 1156 Mustafa Khiin who had risked his life, was given 
many favours and the dtle of Babar Jang, Ali the other soldiers were 
given bouDcUess rewards. 

Alivardi that year w^nt up to fttedinipur in pursuit of the 
Marathas, but returned to Ids capital at the comnvencement of the 
rainy season* 

After Jus return fmm this expedition p w'hile Bengal w'as enjoying 
peace, Sanlat Jang^ who had gone to Hugh, had a rupture with the 
German nation about custom duty. { 22 ^) His deputy Sujan Singh, 
by his exaction, had exasperated all people. Tlie Cconau$. not 
considering the consequences, raised their iiearis in tnmull and like all 
the Europeans planned a night attack * on tJie pretext of going to 
Uieir churchp which was behind ih& fort of Hugh, about fifty of them 
embarked in boats, took some ladders with them, and issued pom their 
factory by the river at midnight. Arriving near the Cirja, v^kh 
means the place of worship of the Christiaiis, they dufinouzi^ from 
Uidr boats and took the way to the fori, intending to climb up l e 
wall by bravery'* The guards, especially the musketeers, who were 
awake, and the EtiroFan^ being disappoinied took to their 

boats at dawn and returaed with failure. Sautat Jang sent Hasan 
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Raza Khan and Sujan Singh his deputy, with a strong force to besiege 
llieir factory. Tliosc saints, alter crossing tlie river, in their %vant of 
pracliciJ knrwledge, sat down composedly in the garden of Amin 
Chand. 

From the German naiirm, two men calling themselves Frencli- 
nien (Fattum-i-Famsti) came and inspected all the entrenchments on 
the ^vay of coming and going, hsiied from their factory at midnight 
and delivered a night attack on our sleeping soldiers, who all flod 
away abandoning their trenches, ntj man thiriing of any other's fate, 
Alivardi on getting news of it, sent Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan his 
Bakhihi to punish the criminab. He arrived and blockaded their 
factory ; the (lerinan people in fear took to their shio and escaped, 
Peiiplc still believe that Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan took a bribe of 
Rs. lo.ooo to let them escape with their lives. From that day to this, 
which is about 30 years the Germans have not been allowed to eslabtbh 
any other factory In Bengal. This year Alivardi sent letters to the 
Jimperor begging for aid. (33b) 


IV 

EXPEDITION OF RAGHUJI FOR AVENGING THE BIX)OD 
OF BHASKARRAM : THE COMING OF BALAJI RAI 
TO THE AID OF ALIVARDI BY ORDER OF 
THE EMPEROR 

In tile year ri56, Kaghuji, after the massacre of his sardars, set 
out for Bengal with a lakh of troops, more or less, Ragtiu belonged 
to the tribe whicli is written of in tbe provinces of Hind m ''robber!*' 
igltantm. plunderenj, ue. Marathas). Balaji Rai Maralhu bein.rj 
appointed by the Emperor in response to Alivardi's petition for help, st^l 
out for this side with 70.000 troops : this parly was obedient to tlic 
ordirs of the Empror of Hind. Ali^-ardi, on learning of the coming 
of tw_o foreign summoned Zainuddiu Ahmad Khan 

Bahadur Haibat Jang from Bihar and Said Ahmad Khan Saulat Jang 
from Hugh, and daundessly set out with 70,000 horse and a lakh of 

bar^a^d^cs (muskclwrs) and aflinery. to meet in advance these two 
foreign annics, 

AiKt miith l«ll, Babji K«i Mtkd Him tlic i,,,, sliuild 

KmMn « . of „„ k« I^,n cMl, Bh,.r, and ,hc chief, of the 

^■o emte, d,o.ld h-eve thei, oddiee. „d owt to£edx:r ™ the pIMn 
beweed. AltvMd, otdered KhM., ShMi»he, Khai Seriar 
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Kh^p Umar Haidar Ali Khan. Dawaj Quli Kh^n, Kaham 

Kliaji, Mir Muhammad Jaiar Kban^ Faciimllali Beg Khan and oihtt 
generals, that during the time of ioter\new and lite dismounting o-I the 
victorious standard (i ff., halt o£ the Nawab) they should arrange their 
troops i.n order of battle exactly as on the day of actual %htinj^. 
Thus they should set out to welcome BaJaji Kai. so that he might be 
impressed with the number and arrangements of die troops and ihc 
skill of their commanders. They acted accordingly. 

Tliat day on aceount of tJie vast assemblage of troops, and the 
dust they raised, the eye could see the path with difftculty, * , . ^ 

The two chiefs, after arriving near their place of camping, met 
each oilier, and entered their respective tents. Altvardi Khan made 
SLraj-uJ-daiilah exchange turbans with Balaji Kai and thus made liim 
(BaJaji) his son, Alivardi Khan and Balaj! I?ai sat together and cou- 
suttod how to put down the disturbances and the hostility of Raghuji. 
Balaji Raip on the plea of maJclog greater speed, set out alone to put 
down the enemy ; he pursued Raghuji up to Katalc (sic* Canges?), 
slow many of his meiiT and returned safe* Some lakhs of rupees had 
been granted to Balaji by Alivardi i (23^) these he paid now and also 
gave tnany gifts and sent him back highly pleased. 

After the departure of Balaji Rat, Alivardi, who had so long 
remained inactive while his enemies wTre quarrettiog among themselves, 
—set himself to fight Raghnji. But the latter never faced him whio- 
evCT Alivardj came iip to fight him and only pltindered the country. 

As the rainy season approached, Raghuji sent envoys with a pro¬ 
posal of peace. Alivardi told the envoys Balaji Rai has come and 
met me, and I have given him a large stun. For four years there has 
been war betw^oen you and me ; F have slain ynur high-ranking 
generals. No injury has been inflicted by you on me, except that 
you have burnt some of my villages, but even there no substantial 
gain has been secured by you. Therefore, it is proper that we should 
meet together and form friendship and after presenting you with some 
gifts I shall give you cojigff.'" I^ghuji replied, “'It is impossdbJc that 
you and I should meet together. It is expedient that you should con¬ 
clude a treaty of peace and cease to fight/' When some da^^s passed 
m these parleys, and no mischief [khar&hi] too ocentred between 
fhenip and the rainy season arrivedi Raghuji deeming it loexpedient 
to stay in this countrj'^ returned to his o^vti home without gaining 
his object. Alivardi returned to his scat and rewarded the soldiers 
who had done good service. (243) 

IXiring these rejoicings, Ali\ardi's mother who had reached the 
of ninety, died, t — - 
5 
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ALIVARDI AJARCHES AGAINST HABHiL-LLAH KHAN WHO 
HAD COME AT THE HEAD OF A AIARATHA ARMY 
ON BEHALF OF RAGHUJl 

In ihe ye-Ar J159. Kaghuji after mtuHimg \o liis homo in dbs- 
□ppoinimcat, sent a Strong force lo Bengal, with HabibuHah Khan- 
ortlering his gonctab to act according to liis advice* Habibullali 
entered the province of Orissa and finding the fort of BaraMti im- 
occupiedp seized it. Tbiti fort is famnus for its strength^ and a ditch 
fed with the water of the river Katjhiiri sutmimds it on two sidcSt (so 
liiat) it is rather diJhcult to capture itT He left Sayyid Nar and 
Sarandaz. Khan with a i/asfa of troopers and a haz^ri with heavy 
maLerials (baggage and stores) in it* and returned to the con^^uest of 
Bengal and swept the muMh of Balesar^ Jalesar* Mediaipurp Bardw an ^ 
Birbhum. Bishnupurp Mangalkot and Krishm-nagar so completely 
with the (246) broom of plunder tlial one might have said that they 
Jiad nev^r peopled and cultivated. 

Alivaidi came out to fight him : lie sent Mustafa Khan and Raham 
Khan towards Bislmupur whevo Habib himself was present, 

*Uraar Klian tow'ards Mangalkot, Mir Md. Jafar Khan, Shaimher Khan 
and Sardar Khan to block the road to Birlbhiim* while he himself 
turned to the hiEs and jungles of Bishnupur with Haidar AU Khan 
the darogha of the dssti artillery and Miiva Oawar QuU Khan the 
darogha of the jinsi artUJeryp and the remainder of the army* tlirough 
a pathlesi tract. Owing to the abundance of thorny trees and the 
tinevenncss of the way, his soldiers were dispersed. So, he ordered 
that at tlic Limes of starting on the match and halting* a salvo of the 
artillery should be fired so that Utc soldiers might keep together and 
not scatter in confusion in that jungle. The w^oods arid sky re- 
sounded with the roar of his aitiller>% he cut a w^y through the forest 
and in a few days fell upon HabibuUah Khan unawares, and began 
to fight him. After a stiff fight the enemy turned to flight. Tlie 
troops on the tw^ sides* during the one month ttiat they were in that 
jungly and hilly country, fought in disrt^gard of life in groups ni ten 
or a hundred whenever they met together. After coming out of that 
difficult region, the two sides fought a severe battle in Bard wan. Tlie 
Nawab’s troops by desperate combat defeated the Mamthas and put 
them to flight. 

Suyytd jVwr and Sarand^z Khan jlain.—Alivardi after this vidtor>\ 
set out in pursuit of the enemy by forced marches [250] slaying manv. 
When he arrived within two ko? of Barabati fortp Sayytd Nur in 
concert with Sarandaz Khan secretly sent to Aliyardi a letter concealed 
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in a cocoanut shell in fear of ilabibullah Khan, by lUe hand of a 
Brahman, siatiot; “If you come to the fort and pardon our offences, 
yoiif slaves will cheerfully surrender the fori to yon." Alni-ardi on 
receiving thw letter lost n^J time, but advanced tvith a small Pf^y 
the foot of the fort and toot post on a hillock near it- 
who wai true to his word, came out alone from die fort, saw /Ujvardi. 
and after promising to surrender the fort and settling the business, he 
tofjh k-ave and went back to the fort, fit was settled iliat) cc^l day, 
Sarandaz Klian. taking the ha2ari with him. should come 
Nawab's camp to offer Ms submission, and he himself Iba^id Nur) 
should meet Alivardi before these bvu men. At tliat time t awa 
was seated in a sniall tcnlj inten-ding to enter Iht dty wu 15 arm^ + 
and waiting for Sayyid Nur and Sa^randaK Khan * the baggage; an 
stores were loaded for bt*ing sent in. 

As Sayvid Nur and Saranda^ Khan had practised oppr^ion 
in l>rissa and Alivardi had heard of it in detail, he placed Siraj-ud-dau a 
apart in the plain with a large body cl 

Sarandaz Khan. When Sayyiti Kur arrived before Ahvardi M.- aJted 
where Sarandaa Khan was. On getting the reply that he was near a 
would come soon, Sawid Nuf was told by Alivardi to send a messa^ 
to Sarondaa Khan to wait on Slraj-ud-daula first, and ^ 

himself. When Sarandaa Khan was going f 

the soldiers behVaded him. and Dverthicw the lamn. ^ 

who considered himsdf as one o£ the bravest of men. on 
news became 'dry' in his own place ; he was ancated and 

over to th<! Slcwatis (ms- reads HSwatiha), (ayb) rttiiw-ipd 

When Alivardi wertl towards the fort the 
After long parleys and new promises, ilie f Alivardi. 

released from blockade, and came to pay ^ |yy (lis 

and the fort came into the N'awab s posHession, . j ^ ^ hard that 

order, the Mewatis squeezed the throat o vyi _ Sawid ^uf 
hb breath stopped, and next day it was circulated that Sayyid 

had committed suiddc out of wounded sen^ o _ would agree 

A. .ho timo .1 Ahvardlh ^n. 

B bo of |hc ^ ° EMmiltag O.0 

Z ^ 1 . ttb-h .0 .ho .»hohd«, AKo»di ..UAK-d 

tn Bengal. 
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VI 

celebration of the SIARRIAGE OF AKFLAM-UD-DAULA, 
THE YOLTNGER BROTHER OF SIRAJ-UD^DAULA, 

AND SOME OTHER EVENTS 

Akram-ud-daula thcr middle cif Haibat Jang, married to 
the daughter of 'Ataulla Khan Sabit Jang, (26^) 

Ibe expenditure on scents^ iUtimiiiatiQii and fireworks was twelve 
lakhs of rupees p besides the cost of the robes presenled to the people, 
high and low. For fuU three months^ day and night, one bkh of 
injDpcrSj one kkh of infanljy, and krur% of the ryots enjoyed the 
Riitivity and musjc. 

A little about the coming and going away of !^atdar Jang,—When 
the sun appeared (after the rainy season). Alivardi* as in the previous 
war$, turned to putting clown (he disturbances of Habibullali Khan, 
and enquired into his army. He sent a letter to Emperor Mtihainmad 
Shah, 'This old slave has called up Ifaibat Jang from Bihar for 
punishing the Marathas, and that province h without a guardian, I 
beg that you w'ould order Nawab Safdar Jang, who is contiguous to 
the frontier of that province^ to come and stay for some days near 
Patna, so that I may repress these mfideb in peace of mind/' M 
the Emperor (266) sent an order to Safdar Jang to guard the subah 
of Bihar, the latter with great splendour arrived tliere and, regarding 
it a=i his own kingdom, began to lay hands on the revenue and 
admiaititratjon of Bihar, AHvardi ^vas then in the province of Orbsa 
chasing the Marathas ; immediately on Iieaiing of it^ he without del ay p 
pul off the fight with the Marathas, set out for Patna and wrote to 
Safdar Jang that he had already succeeded in represdir^ the Marathas 
and needed no help^ so that it w^as proper for Safdar Jang to return 
to his ov%ii province. On receiving this letter. Safdar Jang hastened 
back to his subah. Allvardi had not gone more than a few marches 
when he recuLwil the news cd the retreat of Safdar )ang. 


I'lCHT WITH TilE MaRATHAS ON THK HiV 




As Alivsrdi hc^d ihst Saldar Jang had uk,*ft two pic«s of 

ft T ^ adopted the policy of overlooking 

t and preceded slowly j^dan^. He turned bis 

face towards Patna and expelkd Hedayel Alj Klian the deputy subahdar 

tha the Maratl^ had assembled on the bank of the Son, Alivardi 
hastened m that ibrection and came up with the infidds. For three 
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daySp Ills trocFpSp being invested by the enemyp had to live without 
food ; then the heroes in desperation, attacked the enemy- The 
Marathas wea- defeated* aiitJ lot^k to flight. [27^] 

Alivardi after his victor^' reAVaurded his fsoldiers who had sufferei^i 
so muebp in proportion to every one^s services. 

In the year 1158 be returned to his capital. Here he celebrated 
the marriage of Biraj-ud-dauJa* whJdi was grander even than the earlier 
one (that ot Akram-ud-daiila) : thmughouL the entire rainy season, 
in every house every night w’as like the of Earut and every day 

like the New Year's Day. 


VII 

AT THIS VtRy TIME HABAR JANG RAISED HIS DISTURB¬ 
ANCE AND DISPLAYED HOSTILITY 

Habar Jang rebels* is defeat en by Hatbat ]asg 

Babar Jang had been raised by Alivardi's favonrs in a short time 
to the highest rank and poAver* and became an object o( envj' to the 
world. Shamsber Khan and Sardar Khan, who were discontented 
with hi$ ascendancy^ secretly deceived him, like Satans implanting false 
suspicions in his heart. . . . [27^] 

In-stigated by therUp^ he demanded the deputy governorship nf 
Bihar by removing Haibat Jang. As that w'as not possible* his ill 
feeling wis aggravated* till at last one day Mustafa Khan, contrary 
to the customary time, early in the morning came to the darbaf for his 
audience with many treacherous men* Spies reported to Ahvardi 
that he urtended to cause a disturbance that day. Therefore* Chulam 
Husain Khan^ ^arzbcgi, who was a wise man, detained him for an 
hour .outsidCp with charming talk, while he sent men to summon the 
other rcguJariv-atteiiding courtiers (mujrdmn)- Alivardi who w'as 
preemmont among the rulers of the tune for eloquence of speech, as 
soon as Mustafa Khan was presented engaged in talking with him in 
such ua attractive manner that the old man was dmwtied in surprisi' 
and did not get Ms opportunity, till ilic crowd of cotirtkrs had 
assembled. 

Next ilay. MustaXa Khan cMne to the tbrbaj near the evening 
(j 4 sflr) with his wicked intention. Alivardi did not give hiio audience, 
but evaded him. Babar Jang in bU pnde left the public audience 
hall. (28a) 

Owing to the instigation of mischievous pecsoni, another ambition 
was formed in his heart. He drew up a manifesto for 
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uniting all the Afghan (ogether Eind onsting Aliv^rdi frotn the 

govemorihip, and began to induce the Afghan general^ to slATix their 
a^als to IL Gracliraiiy his audacity increased till jl became the cause 
fpi his min. When Shamsher Khan and Sardsr Khan brought the 
manifesto k> U'lnar Khan for him to seal it and share the Governmcnlp 
the latter out of Joyally tqre up the paper, and opened his mouth in 
aUising the Afghans even up to Sher Shah. Sharnsher Khan atid 
Sardar Khan, out of precaution lest the anger of Alivardi should ruin 
the entire Afghan tribe^ came back to their homes in silence ; their 
real intention^ which to give Babar jang a bad name^ was not 
fulfilled. 

.■\livardij considering the disunion among the Afghans a stroke 
of good fortune, dismissed Babar Jang, who had offemd his resigna- 
tion ; at once gave him nine kkhs of rupees which were his due as 
armars of pay, through Jagat Seth, and sent hmi back lo his hotne 
with all honours. Babur Jang, hopeless of getting the cooperation 
of tJie other Afghans for certain obstacles, could not carry out in 
Murshiciahad ttie pbn that he had formed in his mind, and set out for 
Patna intending to wrest the governorship of that province fiom 
Haibat Jang. Alivardi set out in pursuit with a large army. When 
he 3 c>amt of the hostile inlenlion of Babar Jang and of his having started 
for Patna in a hgbting mood, he wrote 1^86) to Haibat Jang, w^ho was 
then in the Bhuunra mahaj, in no way to oppose Babar J^ng. Haibat 
Jang* immediately after receiving this letter, replied in anger '"If I do 
not oppose his designs and do not bring this wanderer in the wrong 
path to the nght path, w'hat should I do? I shaJl then have to with* 
draw my hand from Aiimabad and make a gift of that pnnince to 
this man. That cannot be done by this slave." 

At that time in all 1400 troopers were present with this Nawab, 
whUe Babar Jang was at the head of twenty thonsand. When Alivardi 
learnt of Haibat Japg*s deteminatlon to fight Babar Jang, he again 
and again hurriedly wrote to him, "(Do not) desire to (fight) Babar 
Jang who is carT>iiig European-manned artilleiy^ with himself. You 
IQD know^ his personal bravery. If, m spite of this, you insist on 
resisting him, remain on The defensive till [ ^trivQ with my arniv. 
Don't light except from trenches." 

Haibat Jang sent on: Jettere on all sides, calling upon brave mta 
to come to his side and join in the fight. Hu himself crossed the C-anses 
[back to Patna'I and cntFcncJied, as directed by Alivardi, in the garden 
of Ja’far Khan, which is close to the foil of Patna. 

Babar Jang slew plundered and desobted all pbccs, toviin; and 
y.nag«. on h.s way, took some pieces of artillery and public money 
from Rajmahal by force, and advanced. When he reached Miingir Iw 
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wishud to capture it. H^ao Beg Khan the qilackr, offered opposition 
liku a brave man. The troops of Babar jang made their way to the 
wall in spite of the fire from the fort, entered [ 2 r^) and took possession 
of it and made the ipJadar with Hb three sons prisonem, Thai day^ 
.■\bdiil Rasul Khan* the full brother pf Babar Jang, was sealed on hb 
elephant at the foot of the fort during the assaults wiien he was kiUed 
by a stone liurled from the fort. 

When Hajbat Jang heard that Babar Jang tmd seized Mungir fort 
and Was marching toW'ards Patna, he in compliance with Alivardis 
instruction to avoid opposing Babar Jang a^ far as possible, sent Mir 
.Alurtaza and 'Askar Khan as ambassadors to Jiiin to say, "How you 
have behaved Ip Ali%'^rdi Khan and he to you, you know and he 
know's^. I am pt^werkss and Bee from guilt in this matter; t am 
ready lo pay you two lakhs of rupees for the expenses ot your journey 
and such materials as you desired ^ On receiving this message» 
Babar Jang rudely replied^ "It is not a time for kIters and messages; 
my uvo-edged sword has done and will do my work.’'" Haibat Jaug 
after hearing tlie result of this meeting* turned to strengiliciung his 
trenches even more than before, and remained ready for lighting. 


When MnsUfa Khan arri%'cd within six of his trenches* 

Haibat Jang sent Haji Alam Khan to sue for piacCn Babar Jang gave 
the insolent reply* ''When an Eumy of the heretics {Shias) and a force 
of Hindus confront mc^ it is my religious doty to hfihl the heretics 
lirst.'* Abdul Ali Khann muncdiaiely on hefdng these words * was 
delighted Jind in a strong religious spirit presented a unror lo 

Haibat Jang on his iinpcndiiig victory and said* '"Before this we 
thought that this dog bore enmity to us. But now wo feci assured in 
our minds that he is the eiiemy of God, m that the holy wamors fzghj 
Ig'Aazis) are sure lo slav him .... How can fear exist, when we bear 
the names of Muhanutiad and Ali and the honour of the Prophet? 

They passed the entire night in \v'atchfulni~5s. In the morning 
of Thursday, iSth Safar. (correct date "ITiursday 21 Salar— 

14 March 1745)1 Haibat Ja^ng mounted his elephant and stood in the 
centre of lus trenches. Rchnng on God^ he felt no fear at the sight 
ol the WiKve after wave of the enemies of tlic faith. whose number 
suggested the ikiy of restirrectJon, He marshalled bis ranks * his 
troops in war dre^ stood ready theit psts). When the camp 
and flags of Babar Jang with one dasi^i fregfmentj of troops came 
in sight and passed from before the trenches, some uf our men thought 
that there would be no fighting (that day). But w^hile rhey were ta mg 
in tJus way* a dast^ of troops widi the flags and standards of Bab^ 
Jang Afghan appeared, and as soon as they came up opposii^ t e 
trenches, he charg?ed on horseback the trencher reader Diwan Kirat- 
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cband, cmsscd ihi? ditcJi, wuiuidc.*ci the ciiw^ii and the men near himp 
ajrjved near Haiiiat Jang and drew up in baE:t]e hue- At once from 
four side^ lir (arrows) were showered, darkening the air. A of 

Afghans in perfect composing began lo plunder the camp. Babar 
Jang* seeing Haihat Jang ^landing In fronl of him with onlv a fftw 
menp tumctl to attack him, (jou) The Afgh^tns drove Ihdr horses 
into the plain, Haji Sahib repeatedly fimd into the cneniy's rante 
two guns loaded with pice, which had been placed before Haibat 
Jang's elcphanh so that nearly 300 of Babar Jang s noted chicls m<\ 
brave soldicre were sJafn. MuskeU were incessantly fired on the 
tnofips of the enemies of tlie faith. Jasw'aait Nagar, with some BaWia 
mosketecfs kept up their fire. Most of them reached the enemy's 
leaders p and they were slain, and St seemed likely I hat Babar 
would be kiUcd or taken captive. The Afghans of (his) daUp on seeing 
his ctindilion withdrew their bands from fighting, seized the bridle of 
Babar Jang^s elephants left the trencheSp and took to flight. J'he 
victoriouia Haibat Jang advanced to the ftnnt of the irgnches, ordered 
the damaged wall of the calrenchment to be repaired, and retiirii[}d 
to his QWTi tentp to offer prayer ja humility to God. 

Hakim Shah^ one of the sardors of Babar Jang, who was fleeing 
alive from the baltle, learning on the w'ay that Awdal Shah and Aimuji 
Shiili were lying dead in the trenches, turned back alone from the 
field and dung hini=ielf upon the men of the entrench mentp fought 
licmically and after reaching the centre of the trrnches wus slain bv 
Namdar Khan Main. Friends and foes alike mourned for him. 

Babar Jang nejiiaiiied for one w^eek encamped in front of our 
trenches, eondnually firing his a^tiI^e^^^ Next week on Thureday 
25lh Safar fcorrect 2B 5 a£u —zt March 1745) he again rode out, (306) 
and with the speed of thunder and the wind forced his way into tlir: 
trenches, leaving a dasta of his troops to face the trenches of Ahinad 
Khan and Shaikh Jahan Yar* When he arrived opposite Haibat Jang, 
seeing the men of the trenches to be dispersed and hard pressed, he 
fearlessly ran towards Haibat Jang. Diwan Kiratchand and Maharaja 
Ram Narayan with their guns airivcd and opposed his advance. Bv 
chance a musket bullet entered llte comer of his eye and blinded him* 
so he fled away to hb tent. Th^ author of his book has afco heard it 
said that the bullet had hit him in hh first assault. Be that us it may, 
Haibat Jang returned to his tent with victory and sent a report of it tn 
Alivardi wiio had arrived within two march of hrra. 

After a few days, at Muhib-Alipur, where Babar Jang had gone 
in his march to the fort of Chunar iind Haibat Jang tu pursuit of him, 
Alivardi embraced his brother and his brother's son- After continning 
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the pursuit (o the bank of the river Son. he reiunied to the seat wf his 
t'owrruneqT. 

Alivardi on hearing of the invasion of Raghuji a second limu. bade 
farewell to Haji Salitb and Haibat Jang, and set otit for OeiigaJ, (sitij 

Babar Jang comes a second iitnc and is slain ,— After four monlha, 
Babar Jang, eag^ to mn name and fame, assembled anotlicr army, 
and acquired greater power than before. Hr set out for Patna. 
Haibat Jang issued from the city to meet him on the way. Tlic two 
^tTnie$ met together on the bank of the Son- An obstinate battle was 
fought in which Haibat Jang's rajiks were biioken, in of ihe heavy 
shower of fire from his artillery and muskets. Khadim Hiisain 
Khan^ the darogha of the Khas-bi^dars (pcirters of the ruler's own 
weapuns] fell dowti wounded from hb horse. A great confusioB fell 
on our troops and Babar Jang advanced most bravely scaitcring fds 
enemyranks, WJnm he arrived near Haibat Jang^. a musket ball 
catered his chest, he became Hinscles^ and while he was thus prostrated, 
his mahut kd his clepfiant otit of the field. When be recovered his 
consciousness, he relumed to the battle field and drove Haibat Jang 
into hard straits. Tt^ time Raham Khanp Karam Khan. AbduJ Ali 
Khan and Mahdi Nisar Khan engaged in fighting him, Haibat 
shot two fj> (arrows) into the aide of Qabar Jang, which made his body 
inert. He gave up his life and the Afghan army w'as brokea. 

Haibat Jang, gaining the viclory, repotted it lo Alivardi 
Haibat Jang^ in tspite of such a viclpty* could not pursue the army or 
plunder the property of Babar Jangj but after the leadcriess army 
had Crossed tlie Ganges^ he returned to his seat and rew^ded liis soldicf^i 
who had fought so well. 

Alward( fights Raghuji, u^ho is put io flighL —^l,Ticn Raghuji 
crossed the frontier of Bengal a second time with a large army, Alivardi 
after holdmg a review of his vast army* in the spring season when the 
day and night are equal, set out with a strong force for destroying 
the prosperity of ibe infideb- Ragbuji after enlering Bengal, plundered 
and made many places lamplf!ss. In the chakla of Bardw'aii ai a time 
when, ihe Kawab's army was resting in peace of miod, he attacked 
in a niultiludiiioiLs bodv w-ith all tfic Haralha troops. Alivardi 
immedialdy rude out with his array to oppose them and in spite of 
their superiority m mmtbers defeated them, the remnants of the sword 
dispersed in the direction of the niahal of Medinipur- Then Ahvardi 
with hb troops arraiiged in order, came upon Raghuji and opened a 
heavy fire from hb guns and muskets [jiff]* Raghuji> after six or 
seven thousand of hb men had been slain» found him^lf unable to 
fight the Nawab'a army* hut eager to plunder started for looting Patna. 
Alivardi with his troops and guns moved in pursuit of him. Front 

b 
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Bhagalpur to tbc bank of the SoPp which is more than 15 marches, a 
running fight continued between the two sidi'S, and eveiy day thousands 
Avxre ^lain. On the bank of the Son* the ranks of battle were drawn 
up on both sides. A severe bloody action was fought, alter which 
Raghuji turned towards Katuk in %ht. Alivardi puTsoed him to the 
cxlrcmily of the province of Orissa and expelled him beyond his own 
frontier^ For some days he took rest in that subahp and then returnerl 
to hb capital. 


VIII 

ALfVARDl SENDS MIR MUHAMl^LAD JAFAR KHAN TO THE 
PROVINCE OF ORISSA AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
HIM ^ ATAULLAH KHAN M 

In the year Ii60p Alivardi appointed Mir Md. Jafar Khan as 
deputy ^badar oi Orissa, placed Shanisher Khan^ Sardar Khan and 
the liakhshi of the bakUas under him and sent them off to that side. 
When these men reached Bardwan, the Maiatha army advanced * 
encircled them and cut off their water and food supplies. Alivardi on 
hearing this news, sent ' Ataullali Klian Sabil Jang and FaqiniUalt 
Beg Khan with some thousand maunds of grain for their relief. Sabit 
Jang after reaching the army and meeting Mir JalaCp withdrew hU 
hand from hghting and entered into a ptot with him for overthrowing 
Alivardi Khan. Having seduced some sardai^ with money and some 
with prombe of estates and wealth, to join tbemi they took oaths and 
gave solemn promises of tmiern. Ali Asghar Kubrap a folbvi^er of Sabit 
Jang, like Satan^—or rather even more wickedly, pLinting false 
suspiciocB in their hearts, turned him and th^ troops back from lo^'ulty 
to the Nawab, and gave the advice that Habibullah Khan and the 
Maxathas also should be drawn into their party. Faqinillah Beg Khan 
and Nurullah Beg Khan^ getting scent of the plot^ wrote about it to 
Alivardi, asking him to come there as quickly as possible. Alivardi 
started lor that side without delay, with Haidar Ali Khan, Da war 
Quli Khan and the rcmaiDder of his amy. The news of hia approach 
broke the union, of the traitors. They look counsel together. 
and all decided, in view of their oonspimey having failed, to march 
and join AJivardi^s army and go with him wherever he would go. Sabit 
Jangp the leader of the conspiracy^ reached Ali^^di's presence with 
ail humiUtyp but separadng himself from the Nawab's retinue, without 
taking conie went to Muishidabad and sought the intctccssioa of 
Shahamat Jang and the Begams, pleading that Nurullah Beg Khan 
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by making false charges against him had turned AUvardi's heart frntii 
him, for he had committed no offence in fact. 

Alivardi after Buppnssiog the disturbance and punishing the rebels, 
returned from the pargana of Jalesar to the capital and took up his 
residence in the Nishat Bagh. At the interasaion of Shahamat Jfmg he 
outwardly pardoned the offence of Sabit Jang but did not give him his 
trust. All Ashgar Kubra and Farid Khan Afghan, who ivere Sabit 
Jang's supporters were expelled ; they were glad to escape with tlieir 
lives. Some months after their expulsion, in the year i i6t, he dism^d 
from his service Shamsher Khan, Sardar Khan, Mttrad Shcr Khan 
and the Bakhshi of the Bahlias, who had come at his suminon.s. and 
sent them back to their homes. In this way such a great mischief wa» 

allayed without fighting. , , 

Hat bat Jaag is killed [33*']-—When Sliamsher Khan and i»ardar 
Khan reached their homes which were situated in maUI Darbhanga. 
Kaibat Jang, whose brain was filled with foolish ambition, considering 
them to be very brave soldiers, invited them to come to him and enter 
his service. Alivardi on hearing of it, again and again wrote to Haibat 
Jang that these generals had now turned disloj-al and it was pure 
futiUiy to enlist them. Haji Sahib, too, dissuaded him. But il had 
no effect. Haibat Jang sent his trusted courtier * Askar Khan to ins^’Ct 
thf condition and Itam the of ihe A^gh^lns, and t cm 

to come and meet him r .sending them an invitation to enter his srmy 
These deceivers, placing the Qurae in their hands, took the oath ot 


(idelity. . . . 

Haibat Jang, enchanted by their adhesion to him, w en 
arrived on the other bank of the Gang«, first went alone in a boat 
to see them, and after nmowHng the agreement and proims^ ordered 
them to cross over (to Patna). These deceivers to the number of 
or twelve thousand horse and foot, crossed the nver and alighted 
Jafar Khan's garden as directed by the governor. 

Sabit Jang, who was always planning how to accomplth 
,u,bit™. »n,ideri»g .he amv,l of .!« 
the success of his deagns. sent a letter by a footman, that 
Jang should be slain at the interview and 
ol .iiva^di would be easy. These traitors saw that ^ 
mueh-coveted country in their own possession without ^ 

On the day of the interview, Haibat Jang ml on J 

composure of mind. Sardlr Khan and 

Jiar- -- 

“ iT«t «rn.pt. 

cowfftl.” -Khiyaitaf fot hasb^ 
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Murad Sher Khan wilh two thou&aDd mon entered the HaJl of 
Forty i^llars on the plea of interviewing, and the field clear 

slew Haibat Jang. 

The Afghana searched for Haji Sahib. Tliat old man of ninetVp 
set himself to escaping on foot. Bnt the Afghans seized and confined 
him. He wss so tortured that fie died in the course of fifteen dajs. 
The Afghans extorted money from all the people of the city by torture 
and dishonour» The agents of the Afghans oppressed and squeezed the 
people beyond limitp so that the lamentations of high and low in a 

few days reached up to the sky.As the Afghans invited their 

relatives and clansmen to come to them fmm all sides nearly a lakh 
ol men were assembled and they raised disturbances^ ( 34 ^) 

Alivardi fowardis P^na ; Sard^^" Khan is &{am. _>In the 

year ii 6 i {1748 A.Djp Afivardi had set out for punishing the Marathas^ 
when on getting news of the slaying of Hal bat J^g and t he captivity 
of his brother and daoghtcTp he as a matter of policy, fell into helpless 
lamentation. The chiefs of his army on learning of it and seeing the 
condition of Mvardi so changed, told him, ^Trom this kind of ralaI^^t)^ 
many other mislortcmcs would descend upon die people. It ts now^ a 
lime for action, not for lamentation/* Alivardip in order to ascertain 
the real feelings of friends and enemies^—there being Afghans on thL? 
side too,—replied, **The arm that I had in Haibat Jang has been 
broken. The pay of my army is vastly (in arrear). I have no money 
in my treasury, and such a (hard] struggle ia in front, The miuedy 
of the situalioji seems difficult."' On hearing words, as the 

people Were devoted to Alivardi from the bottom of their hearts p high 
and low alike told him, "Wc shall not spare to do W'hat lies in our 
power. We arc ready to sacrifice otir Jiv(s and property for you/' 
Every sepoy and ryot pmmised a sum to the extent of his capacity, 
and prepared for fighting. So that Jagat Seth, the richest blinker of 
the country. , . * . . placed a bill for sixty lakhs of rup™ in Alivnrdi's 
hands, sayings "^\i present only so much cash is available in my 
Kttthi*\ Alivardi smiled and replied, **] have this amount in my 
own treasury, and as yet my necesdty does not extend to your 
money. ( 35 ^) The recovery of Patna being the foremost needp he put 
off the expedition against the Maiatha.s to another time, ai^d set out 
from Mankara towards Patna. He issued money from his treasury 
for the needs of his soldiers, and thus heartened them. 

Al this lime, Mirza Cawar Qtili's son Bahadur AH Khan, (who 
was one of Ihe wisest counsdlors and most intimate companions of 
AU%rardi) was given the high post of darogha of the jmsi artilltry. 

Wlieii the Kawab's army had marched a few stages towards Patna, 
from other siefe many sardars mme with large forces and joined him. 
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Thf Afgh^ii-Sp U'ha in four monthf^, had as^^eitibled to the oumbtr 
of nearty (wo lakhs of horso and ftKjt, were alactocd and dbtracted 
by the of the march of Alivardi, AUhoui^h HabibnlUh Khan^ at 
I be time of meeting the Afghans^ told tfiem "'Your opponent is such 
a hero and you have taken the field against him. Don't be Ifjo 
confident and proud of your vast n umbersyel be joined the Afghans 
for his own profit, f356) 

Alivardi, dingiog to the bank of the river, from the menace of the 
Marathas who did not allow him to move freelyn marched slowly on, 
when he received a letter from Raja Sundar. to say '"If you do not 
quickly bring relief, youx family will be annihilated.” When he amved 
at ^fongir. Raja Sundatp who was a tnmi eminent noble, came with 
T5,«xio horse and foot^ and waited on him. As the mport of Alivardi's 
march for conquest spread far and ncir, Saif Khan the faujdae rd 
Pumta, in fear lest the Nawab's army should march into Pumea and 
ruin Ilk dommion, as a measure of precaution sent Shaikh Din 
.Muhammad with a strong force to Uic Ganges side. When Alivardi 
leamt that an Afghan corps was stationed in that region» he after a 
night march attacked them by surprise, and they took to flight and 
joined Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan who were near them. 

The iwo armies clashed together at Sara! Kani, two marches from 
Patna* The Afghans crossed a naia situated therr and drew* up their 
ranks in vast numbers. Alivardi engaged in ftghting them. Saulai 
Jang was placed qn his left wing, with Faqinillah Ifeg Khan (36a} 
bakhshi and Haidar Ali Khan (the darogha of the dmti artillcTy) 
leading his vanguard ; the left wing of the entire anny w*as entrusted 
to Mir Muhammad Jafar Khau Bakhshi and Raja Sundar, His own 
vanguard w^ commanded by Kalirnan Khan, I>ost Muhammad Kban^ 
Umar Khan, and Bahadur Ali Klian. Shaikh Jahauy^ \vm ordered 
to guard the caiup and baggage. The right side of the entire army 
inclined to the river* 

At dawn, before the sun had riseUp the battle began with artillery 
fire, and he advanced slowlj' step by step. At this time a lakh of Maratha 
horsemen, choling round the Naw'ab's armyi began to plunder the 
camp (in the rear) ; arid his meu, who to ^vc their lives and in fear of 
ihe Afghan sword were retrealirig, through divine help began to outdo 
each other in adv'ancing. 

Alivardi sent orders to Faqinillah Beg Khan and Haidar All Khaji 
by the mouth of Sadar-uUHatiq Khan to go to the right flank of ihc 
AfghanSp Faqirultab Khan considered it unwise to go far away from ilk 
river. But Haidar AH Khan, considering (the ordered movement) 
to be advisable, arrived there with hU artillery and began to fire on 
the enemy. Bahadur Ali Khan vigomusly firiMl his guns, A cannon 
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bal! killed Sardar Khan. The Afghans, in spite of their losing such 
a ^rdAT as ^rdar Khan, advanced to fight Haidar AU mth. Uielr swcirdi 
and arrowy. But Haidnr Ali Khan foil on them like lightning so 
violently that the Afghans all at once lost their film ness and set their 
facf^ to Wight. Alivardi seeing the shaking of the Afghan anny> 
ordered U'mar Khan and Dost Muhajnrnad Khan to charge^ The^^ 
two heroes with their soldiers hastened to [366] attack the Afghans^ 
blit just as they were about to ply their wcaponSp the sign of rout in 
I he Afghan army became manifest and they fled away in masses. 
IXist Muhammad Khan severed the head of Murad Sher Khan. Mirza 
Habib Beg cut off the head of Shamsher Khan and flung it at Alivardi's 
feet. In the Naw^abs army, with the exception of Karim Bakhsh[?) 
the grandson of Shaikh Jahan Yar, no one received a fata] wound- 
The Marathas, surprised at the defeat of the countless Afghan army, 
without pl>ing their sword or spear fled away with the spoils they 
bad seized. 

Alivardi knelt dovm in prayer to thank God for this victory% and 
then met the harem ladies and young children of Hatbat Jang, whom 
the Afghans had brought aw^y as captives and kept in their camp^ 
Other captives, too, were released from Afghan bondage. 


IX. 


After reaching Patna* Alivardi, unlike other men, did not ill tnrat 
the w'omcfi and children of ihe Afghan sardarSj hut granted some 
villages for the subsistence of these widow's. As Slraj-ud-daula w-anted 
to take into his harem the daughter of Shainshcr Khan, Alivardi called 
her his ow'n daughter and sent her aw'ay to her home under escort of 
a trusty man. Saulat Jang had asked for the deputy subahdari of 
Bihar, but Alivardi declined^ and gave that oQlire to Baja Janaki Ham. 
Janakt Ram, unlike his soOp was a wise counsellor, a brave and loyal 
^rvant ; there was none like him in that family in that age. 

Thu Bcw^ of the death of Sait Khan rt^ached the ears of AUvardi 
and he made Saulat Jang faujdar of (37^) Purnla. Raja Sundar who 
had attended out of a hearty wish to sacrifice his life for the Nawab, 
was granted the and many other fa^-ours. The uewiy-rccniUed 

troops numbered nearly 30,000 and many of them were absent ; the 
Nawab ordered die author's father to review them. The sardars of the 
army put off bringing ihcir followcis to the muster, and my father 
deeming ^acknes^ (in this mattur) to be expedient, whiled away ihe 
lime without enforcing the order, 

Alivardi wh{> considered it a duty to investigate this matter. 



SIRAJ-UD-DAULA ATTACKS PATNA 


47 


appoinLed Nasir All Khaji amin for ihia work. Evea experienced mca 
lind this task very difficult of executioa, as the Nawab*s army 
tuur^ numerous thar i the drops of rain or the 'ft'aves of the sea. y\y 
fathefn in anger, seat the bag full of the rolb of the sheets of branding 
entries to the hou&c f>£ Nasir All Khan. Although Nasir Ali made 
attempts to pass the contingents in review, no one agreed* but many 
of the captains bec^mo wounded In their feelings* c.g,^ Shaikh Jalian 
Yar gave up his post and left after taking conge for his home. 
Faqimllah Beg Khan, agreeing to pay one lakh of rupees as 
cfsinpensatioti^ secured exemption from mustering his men. Similarly» 
U mar KhaUr Kaham Khan, and others as well as Abdul Mi Khan 
who were suspected of friendliness to the Afghans > and had collusion 
with Sabit Jang, were ordered to be expelled from the province of 
Bihar. 

ThnSj after settling the admini^tratioa of the subah of Bihar and 
satisfying the army and f>eoplc, he set out for Bengal, where he arrived 
to the joy of the citizens, {37b) 

Men who were found to be competent were promoted, t^gr, the 
author of this hook was appointed faujdar of Ghoragkat. Orders were 
issued for expelling Sabit Jang : and this time though Shahamat Jang 
and the Begams pleaded for him, it had no effect. As these august 
personages begged for a few days' respite on the ground that Bibi 
Kabia, the wife of Sabit Jang and the fourth daughter of Haji Sahib, 
was in the family way and Ae ought to be sent away after the delivery 
of her child ; Alivardi replied. “Leave this town immediately, or else 
1 shall cut her womb open and extract the child! Sabit Jang had no 
help but after repentance and lamentation to leave Bengal and go to 
Oiidh. Arriving there in a short time he was slain by the Afghans 
along with Raja Naw'al Rai* the deputy governor of that province. 
The Afghans sent his wife with his property under escort of them own 
men to Ahvardi and by this means soug^H ^ help. As soon as Alivardi 
saw^ her he ordered her to be seated by the side of her or 

by the ,side of the mother of Siraj-ud daula. saying \ ou both sister, 
have been struck with one bereavement by ihe tyranny o t e g tis. 


Straj-ud-dal-la Fi££S TOwAkOs Patna : otHiR events 

When Alivardi a^ay on a campaign against the 

iiiraj-nd-daula who had taVen to drink, throu^ the mfiucnoc of ^d. 

Nisi Khap, in a short time mined hiniself. W ™ 

of this disfiiacelul affair forbade xMahdi Nisar Khan to visit Siraj. But 
01 mis oisfemi-ciui ^ chiidishnes, taking 

Siraj-nd-daula in the pn c o > Alivardi without 

MJrfi NU.r Kh.» «.tt. .hcu S»i 

permission and took the road to Patna, 
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from Murshidabad, that wise and true officer Ghulam Hasan Khan, 
‘arebegi. MTote to Raja Janaki Ram that Siraj-ud-<JauIa with Mahdi 
Nisar Khan was going there without permission and that \ruhdi should 
be arrested in any way possible, Tliis letter reached Janaki Ram two 
hours before the arrival of Siraj-ud-daula, and he had not yet warned 
the defendars of the fort when Siraj-ud-daula entered the city, Janaki 
Ram on hearing of it, sent Jaswant Nagar to arrest Mahdi Nisar Khan. 
Meeting the party in the middle of the city. Ja-swant slew Mahdi Nisar 
Khan and his comrades, carried Siraj-ud-daula with all cam and honour 
to the mansion of Haji Sahib, and placed Mustafa Quli Khan to attend 
on him day and night, and urged him never to take his eyes off from 
watching Siraj. Alivardi, in his excessive affection for Siraj, became 
rcstlcs^ and in a few days reached Patna, embraced his grandson, and 
him fatherly advice. He favoured Raja Janaki Ram beyoud 
limit. On account of a pain in his waist, he set out for Murshidabid 
by boat. 

In (he year 1163 (1750 A.D,} Siraj-ud-daula began to build tlic 
palace of Mansurganj,—the wonder of the world, tSSh] 

To-day no trace of this palace has been left and the present rulers 
have dug up its foundations and levelled it with the dust. 

In the year 1164, the envoys of the Marathas came for making 
peace, hut owing to the inordinate demands of Habibullah Khan, it 
was not effected, Alivardi sent Rs. 50,000 to Habjbullali by the hand 
of Fakhr-ut-tujar saving, "This amount was found in your house.'' 
Habibullah, though he knew that the sending of tbU money was a trick, 
out of his greed took the money scene dy without informing the 
Maratha sardars. When the Maralha cnvo>'s asked for the amount 
settled for them, Alivardi showed them the receipt of Habibuliah and 
said tliat furtbiT sums would be sent, Tlit Marat has. on learning of 
tim payment, deemed Habibuliah Khan a peculator, and being also 
disgusted w'ilb hi.s harshness of tongue, slew him in the course of a 
discussion. WTien Alivardi heard how that wretch bad been killed by 
the Maratfaas. and the string of the confederacy of the Marathas had 
been tom, he rendered thanks for this favour of God, withdrew his 
hand from the Subah of Ori^, and made peace with the Marathas. 
by promising to pay them twelve lakhs of rupees every year. How 
exalted was his fortune that his work was accomplished by the mere 
play of his brain, without hts having need to send annies and fiehl 
battles! ^ 
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X 

1752 AND T753 A.D. 

[393] U'raar Khan, who U 5 ed to bn supplied wills his food from 
the Nawab's charilable table, was o?moved from his office by Alivardi 
and given leave to go home, w^hich he had asked fur. In the same 
year, Haidar All Khan and Faqirullah Beg Khan lost their eyesight. 
Alivardi w'ho was taking an account ol the sardari of Haidar Ali K.\un, 
remarkedp "The eyes of friends arq alwaj^s brighL" He dismissed ^fir 
Muhammad Ja'far Khan from the Bajehshi-ship and gave that high 
post to Qabi^ Ali Khan : after a day he removed this rnan also, anti 
appointed Kbwaja Abdul Hadi Khan in his place. 

In the year 11G5 H. {1752 A.D.) Alivardi declared Simj-ud-daula 
3S his heir and gave him power over the kingdom and the revenue. 
The faujdari g| Medinipur was conferred on the wise, devoted and 
brave Raja Ram hark^ra^ who iivas unrivalled in his work : and this 
man during the lifetime of Sirij-ud^aula remained on all the fruntiers 
of the Maiathas and guarded the a'alm. 

In the same year Shahamat Jang, who had come to the Moliihil 
palace garden—buih by the NaW’ab—fur inquiring into die heaftli of 
Alivardi, gave orders for the iJluminalion of the place in a manner 
w'OTthy of thoughtful serv^ants, But Alivardi did not like such shows : 
so, Shahamat Jang prepared a dinner {dasi^r-khw^tv) in honour of Ali 
and begged Alivardi to come and read the fiitika. At the time of the 
Nawab^s going to that garden, such a tumult arose that die birds of 
the garden took to flight as at the dawning of die day, and all mankind 
was wakened bom sleep. With all people, high and lows Kaw^ab 
Alivardi alighted In the garden. And [3^J at the dme of auns^,t 
('asar), when the lUumiuaUo]] and ihe fatiha of the dasiar-khiikjn w^ere 
being performed, the Umps tighted up the eyes of the people. .... 

In the midst of the merriment and show\ Shahamat Jang and 
Hasan Quli Khan, brought Naw’ab Siraj-ud-daula to the feet of AJtvardi 
because Alivardi, being displeased with him for his having demolished 
the kettle dmms of Alayar Khan, had brbidd£*n turn his presence for 
some da}^ past. Siraj'^ faults were pardoned and the Nawlb 
embraced him. 

in tlie same year Saulat Jang came from Pumia on a visit to 
Alivardi Khan. The ceremony having been arranged in ihc garden 
of MDtijhil. Shahiimat Jang kepi his dear brollier (here for wven Haj^. 
enjoying the merriment. The author tvas present at these rejoidnss. 

[4tw] 

During the days o£ the Holt merry-making, all the cistcrna of tho 
garden— which were more than 200 in number, were tiled with 
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coloured water* and on all sides heaps gf amber atid saffron raised their 

heads to the sky.More than five hundred fairy-like women in 

splendid robes and jewels, every morning and evening appeared from 
every corner of the garden in groups. 


Some occukREhrcEs of the yf-ar n66 
(8 Nov. 175s—^8 Oct 1753I 

Shahamat Jang*s daughter had been betrothed to ShukruUaii Khan 
the begotten son of SarnJjai Khan some years before. Ttiis year Saulat 
Jang at the invitation of his brother came from Pumia with the 
materials of marriage and ceremony, to Murshidabad. At the time n| 
the bridegroom's proceeding to the house of the bride, according to the 
custom of India—which is called the day of Akr^iiddaula, the 

full brother of Siraj-ud-daula, whom Shahamat Jang had brought up 
with all his heart's affection as a son^ died of small-pox. [40if] 

The marriage postponed, festivity was turned into mourning. 
A lakh of rupees worth of things prepaixd for the marriage w^re looted 
[by order] by the bazar people. Shahamat Jang took to his bed in 
grief and passed the remainder o( his life in mourning, it wia 

learnt that Shahamat Jang had been utterly prostrated by griefi 
Alivardi Khan engaged in consoling him. The public, high and low, 
tearing up their shirts, ran out from every comer for consoling the 
mind. Shahamat Jar^ {at last) composed himself. He buried the 
corpse in the garden of Motijhil which had l^ecn conslmcted at a cost 
of three [or thirty?] lakhs of rupees. From that day onwards, 
Shahamat Jang never again visited this charming garden. 

One other remarkat^c event of this year was this: When Alivardi 
Khan heard that towards the jhU Kalantar which unites with the ecu. 
many games such a$ deer, buffaloes, &c.. had assembled, he set out to 
hunt on board boats. The officers of the navi*^ fitted out the strong 
sliips with steadying anchors, and the sail of reliance on God's favour 
[4in] Nearly two thousand vessels, egnsbting of ghttrdbs, sloops, bfljra, 
masm. pam. uldkh, jtdid mayurpankhi. ghardur, 
bhanhS, pdfi$uhi, and patjmr. with gold embroidered deccirations, sel 
out in the train of the Nawab. AUv^di taking Sirlj^ud-daula with him 
enjoyed the trip, while the public rejoiced to behold the grand 
spectacle. When he had gone some stages on that side, one day at ihe 
time of hunting, some heretics commit ted a wicked act l 

^me muskets were fired at the boat of Alivardi which was at anchor 
in the river, but he was not hurt. It became known that the deed had 
l>?cn done by tlw order of Siraj-tid-daula by the^ foolUli people, 
Alivardi remarked. “All my exertions are now for hra benefit. But 
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as he does not kogw my value and does net regard my life as a great 
gain to him, what can be better than this that he might soon attain 
to his desire and release me (roiii tlm ivomes of the time? 

In the same year 1166 H. [1753 A.D.] Kaja JAnaki Ram, the 
deputy «tiihahdjir uf Bihar died. He in his lifetiinfi had entrusted the 
cDntTiQl of the country to his feshkdr (head asaistaiit) Raja Ram 
Narayan. and written to the Nawab that his sons were iDCompctent 
and unfit to discharge this duty, and therefore he had given the diar^ 
to Raja Ram Narayan. Alivardi too liked the man and confimicd hh 
appointment. 


XI 

iMURDER PLOTS 

Events of the yeah 1167 H. [29 Oct. 1753^1? i 754 ] 

As Alivardi was not tatisfied in his mind about Hasan Qu !1 Khan, 
he entrusted to him the “y auditing the 

accounts of Mir Md. Ja'far [.iih] Khan, in the expectation that mvmg 
to his strict exactions the soldiers would make a row and assault 
Hasan Qiili. But as Hasin Quli had no intention of causing trouble 
or enmity, he examined the accounts with the advice of 
Muhammad the peshkdr of my deceased father, and declared ifiat 
three lakhs of rupees were due from Mir Md. Ja'far Khan [as over¬ 
drawn and unaccounted for,] As Alivardi failed in this plan of 
ruining Hasan Qiili Khan, he lumcd to the overthrow of Mir Md. 
Ja'far Khan and publicly told that general's soldiers to call tor 
accounts of their arrears of pay and take the money. When the 
common soldiers made Mir Ja'far's lot intolerable and even put his 
life in danger. Shahamat Jang took on 
discharging his soldiers' dues, and thus saved his Wc. 
at heart unwilling to agree to this arrangement, u m c P 

consented. For the money which was proved from the 
be due from the risaladars Rasal Singh and Jang Balurdnr^who had 
also been the root of the attack during the hunW 
m, he confined them in the diwd»AAJaa. After entire day had 
been passed by the two captains in this way, the Nawab in c eve g 
Singh before him and said. "What mw did you not 

I«y d- ■» y”“' 
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in your service, md you too will get from God the due retura for what 
you are donig to us."' Alivardi, stung by these words, himself sttiod 
up from his seat for slaying the maji, Mir Ja'far All, one of the 
soldier, of his bodyguard, seeing this state of things, seized Rasal 
Singh violently in his arms, and the tiivo, ^430] grasping eaeh other's 
neik, fell down on the grottnej- A bnrcjandiiz: of the guard who was 
standing in front of them fired his tuusket at them and both were 
killed by the same sliof, Alivardi after realising the money due from 
Jang Itahadufj released him. 


In this year ,Mir A'bbds Ali a kinsman of Mir Md. ja'far Khan, 
was killed by one of the servants of Hasan Quli Klian, Alivardi 
KhdJij planning that one of these two officers [Hasan Quli and Mir 
Ja'far Khan] might get killed, incited Mir Md. ja'far Khan to make 
a fracas [against Hasan Quli], but as he bad not the valour to do it, 
lie [only] summoned the slayer of Mir 'Abbas Ali to the presence and 
handed him over to bis relatives, so that they put him to death. 

Also, in this year, a thought li'ss act was done by Siraj-ud-daula, 
which became'the cause of a secret counsel being divulged to the public. 
He ordered a man named Barfchuidar Beg to murder Hasan Quli Khan 
on the day of the puttya celebration. In the midst of the busy work, 
when the revenue officer zamindare, traders, and clerks, were 

assembled, that idiot in fear of Alivardi Khan, asked him, "If you 
order it. 1 shall scad him across the river.” Alivardi. pretendiag not 
to have heard these words, coptimied to be busy in receiving the 
aazars. and did not tutu to Barkhurdar. as he thought that [by such 
a movement) he would be understood to have given the permissioti, 
^cording to the proverb "Silence is half consent". But when the 
fool put tlif same question a second time, the Kawab, seeing that his 
plot had been divulged but tlie work not done, looked at Harkhufdar 
Beg with angiy eyes and shouted, "Get out of the darbdr." He 
addressed a few sweet and eloquent words to tlie men present at court 
in such a way that cveiy one imagined that this step had bt-en meant 
for liimself, and no inquiry happened to be made. 


The Jagat Solhs, thinking this move to be meant for them, were 
about to go away from the audience, when Alivardi harshly cried 
out, "Sit down. Sir, I am stiU alive." In the presence of the public 
1 « sard what was proper about Siraj-udHlaula. [426] Shahamat Jang, 
vtho for some days pirst had diwontinued his visits to Court on account 
of feeling insulted, was now called to the darlskr. Alivardi spoke of 
Simj-ud^ula as a chrld. ignorant, idiotic and mad, and thus soothed 
he feelings of Shahamat Jang. From that day the Jagat Sr lh 

brmhem made It their rule that never should both of them imo to the 
audioiico tog^elticr. 
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TitE EVENTS OF THE YE\H IlBS H. [iStH OCT. T754— 

6th Oct. 1755] 

In the year 1168, on the [Persian] New Year's Day, as Siraj-ud* 
daula after leaving Alivardi was going to his own house, sonic Bahliast 
from within the gate of the Iinajnbara built by Shaliainat Jang, fired 
their muskets at him, the bullats tearing the cover over his palki, but 
Cod saved the prince. These mtiskctecrs entering among the men of 
the tetinue (jBWtfri'r-jittii) so conceaJed themselves that friends could 
not be dtstinguiahed from enemies. Some men were arrested purely 
on suspicion and confined J an inejuiry was made, no one confessed the 
deed, Shapud-daula was at this lime daiogha of the tnpkhana, Tlic 
hazdris, for the release of these men, and a crowd of soldiers on tlie 
plea of discussing their pay [due], encircled the house of Siraj-ud*danln 
and stopped the supply of food and water for him, by occupying the 
roof and Walls of his mansion. After three days, Aliv^di himself 
went to the house of Siraj-ud-daula, set those few men free, and 
pacified the tumult. Suspecting that this fracas was instigated by 
Hasan Quit Khan, he sought more earnestly than before for an 
opportunity to punish him. 


XII 

THH SLAYING OF AHSAN-UD-DIN KHAN, BROTHER'S 
SON OF HASAN QULI KHAN, THE QILA'DAR 
OF DACCA.—[4311] 

.As Alivardi had given his heart to Sifaj-ud-daula £mm the day 
of his birth and never kept him apart from himself, but tried to teach 
him the art of government and adminktraUon and all the noble traits 
wliich befit a ruler of men, so much so that every mbdecd done by 
Sira] was treated by Alivardi as if hc had not seen it or heard of it, 
as has been narrated in the afiair of the Kalaittar jhil [for example] 
every thorn that he imagined in the path of Siraj, iransfi-Ncd his own 
loving heart, and he considered it his duly to remove U. . . . He could 
not pass a moinent without thinking of Sitaj. But what good did all 
this result in? 

As the hostile atritude of Husain [sfe] QuU Khan became a rooted 
Idea in the mmd of Alivardi and. by reason of increase in the course 
of time, the idea changed into ccTlainty, it reached the ears of 
people far and near. Muhammad Sadie], the son of Aqa Baqar, was 
one of the high officers of Dacca, and had been kept in confinement 
by Husain Quli Khan for some months for tltc sum of three lakhs of 
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mpcti due from him, Hcp at ^ hint from AMvardi, [or] pmmptc^d 
hy his uwn kicked sjsmt, fled away from priiioii and by the river route 
arrived at Dacca in two dayrs* Immediately after nteeiing his father 
iie took courLscI with him and set out with a few^ old and new retainers 
iar killing Ahsan-ud-din Khan ihc qiladar. The Khanj being afliicted 
with insanity IjattHn) w^as at that time lying Jtelpless like an imbccile. 
ihat night the watch of the fort w^as in charge of Afrab Ah Khan 
and his son Mir ^lakhu ; these men> out of their friendship with 
xMuhammad Sadiq, openetl the gate of the fort to hiin> and [436] this 
dishonourable man> without having to use his arms entered the fort> 
and slew that helpless man when sleeping 3a liis bed. Then closing 
the gate of the fort before him, he shouted to the men far and near 
that he had doue the deed by order of Sfraj^ud-daula. After two 
day's, wiioo the leading iiicn of the city came to see him and leanit 
that this deed had bL^cn prompted by the wicked heart of the w'retcli# 
the civil officers and scmtnts assembled for suppressing the trouble 
□nd invcsied the fort. The party of udeked men shut the gate of the 
lort* andji hmily standing ready for fight, engaged in shoctlng arrows^ 
bullets and other missiles. After one exertion, when Atja 

bSqar and his son Mirzai were killed by musket shot {tnuhra^-tufirng)^ 
Muhammad Sadiq, wearing the disguise of a darvish came out of a 
corner and fled aw’ay* The people of the city* after ihcit vicloryi sent 
the severed head of Aqi Baqar to Himin Quli Khan. When the head 
W'as placed before Alivardi^ he glanced asidej and repeated the verses ; 

0 slain man! whom did you kill that you have been 

killed to-day? 

He wiU be killed to-morrow who has killed you to-day/"^ 

Husain Quh Khan, on hearing of the murder of hus brother"^ son> 
became almost senseless with grief and lamented tong. He saw that 
the only remedy w^as that he himself should set out for punfrliing those 
criininais, and aJl the high and low people of Bengal, especially the 
retainer of Shahamat Jang, on account of the gcrod behaviour of 
ifusain Quli, wL^hed to accompany lump and even some scr^'mits of 
Alivardi himself wished to join in the expedition p when neve's arriwd 
oI Aqa Baqar having been killed, and the pkn was abandoned. 

[.Hfl] Ahvardlp who was a man of ripe experience of the world, 
ancl had for many years been planning in his mind how' to overthrow 
Ha.^n {sic) QuH Khan. piayiDg the game of deception, told his dear 


I m kushiak ket^ kuihti turn knshiand} Fardd urd 

iura kuskiuH Thb is the Isltmk law of Osrriln 

of idam, u. iqjfl [uodtr Aasaj.) 
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daughter die wife of Shahamat JaJ^e* scittre reprimand, "If y«iir 
servants had gone in the path of Hasan Quli Khan and there Siraj-ud- 
daula had acted in a way hurtful to your feelings, what would have 
happened? Now that you have fully learnt from the hostile acts of 
your servants, that they are not obedienl to you, think how yon would 
Jive and what you would do after me, who am like the sun on the 
edge of the western horizon." She reported this speech to Shahamat 
Jang, and explaining the full situation to him, turned his mind away 
from Hasan Quli Khan. Shah^al Jang repeatedly showing anger and 
uttering warning to his followers, forbade them to go to the house of 
Hasan Quli Khan. At the wish of Alivardi, Shahamat Jang dis¬ 
missed his bakhshi Sher Vazdan Khan who was a kinsman of Kasan 
Quli Khan, and appointed Jamal-ud-din Ali Khan to the post. For 
the same reason, dismissing the darogha of [his] topkhana, lie gave 
that office to Khadim Husain Khan ; and dismissing many other 
relatives of Hasan Quli Khan from lits service filled their places with 
otlicr men, 

Hasan Quli Khau. the central aim of whose labour always was not 
to engage in any other employmenl than praying for Alivardi's pros¬ 
perity._now decided to pass the rest of his life in retirement at home 

in the worship of God. At this time, as he had no companion 
{cDDSolerl except Haidar Ali Khan, his brother, he resigned himself to 
the will of God. Alivardi Khan, out of his far-slghtedijeas. informed 
Shahamat Jang of his oi™ secret thoughts, in these words—''As 
Siritj-ud-dauk has not the capacity of bearing this heavy burden, and 
unjustly wounds people with his tongue, [44^] alter me he would ruin 
the Stale in a few days and throw himrelf into the hands of disturbers. 
As neither you nor I have any heir except him, and as I do not 
see any men except the wise Hasan Quli Khan who can confound tlie 
administration of Sira],—tlicrefore I do not deem it expedient to spare 
him [Husain Quli], Though it would create distnist [of the pubUc 
against us], we have no remedy except to remove him. After secur¬ 
ing the consent of Shahamat Jang [to the murder of Husain Quli], 
Alivardi gave Siraj-ud-daula, who was tliirsting for his blood, pciniis- 
siou to slay him, and himself willi the men who were supposed to be 
partisans of Husain Quli, went out of the capita] on the pica of 
hunting. 

That very day, Siiaj-ud-daula at the Uginning of the night went 
to the house of his aunt [Ghasili Begam] and by m^istencs secured her 
consent [to the murder]. On hb return journey he stopped before 
the door of Hasan Quii's house. His servants, by his order, entered 
the house, and brought away as prisoners. Haidar All Khan from the 
house of Hasin Quli Kban. and Hasan Qtdi from the house of Haji 
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Maiuli, the 'arz-lxgi of Shai^iaat Jang, to tlie presence of Siraj. At 
that lime Haidar AU Khan^ Erdin his natural bravery» loosening his 
toiiyuo iti censnrep redted the services and life-sacrifices that he bad 
done. Hasiui Qtili Khan, w-atching tl:Koughtfully Lho spectacle of 
workshop, ivept and did not turn his eyes to any other side : gladly 
accepting tiie will of God^ he remained engaged in prayer Eo God, 
Slra|-iid-(lau]a not paying any heed to their ^vords* gave orders for 
killing them : immediateJy the order was obeyed and tJicse two innoccni 
men were put to death. 

It is the author^s belief that from the clay when Hasan QiiU 
Khan s life was ended, the blazing sim of Aiivardi^^s fortune began Id 
decline- [450] 

VVTicn the mind of Aiivardi Khan became reassured as to this side, 
he dismissed nearly 300 men who were hitherto eraployed in the rtsaki 
of Mfr ?ifd, Ja. far Khan, and deprived that Khan of bis trust. 

Appointing Sabarat Khan as qila'dar of Dac^^ Alivardi sent fiaji 
Kaj-Ballabh the diwan to that side for ahacbmg the property of Aqa 
Baqar. From his house about a kror of rupees, in cash and kindi 
came to the Govcmment treasury. 

In ihis year, Fakhx-uHuj^, out of the enmity w'hich he bore to 
the English hsid AUvardi. '*lf you decide on rcioting out the Englisbp 
three kf<^rs of rupees can be gained by your Govemment from Calcutta/* 
Allvardi replied, '*! have quenched the fire on land in twcl%'e years 
after shedding the blood of thousand [s of] Muslims and infidels. And 
you now wish me to throw into ttunult Uie fire of the sea. 50 that ifie 
prosperity of Imd and ^v'ater in ail Hindustan would be consumed/' 
And afrer rebuking, he told hirtip '"In eitfier event, if I triumph [over 
ihe English] men would condemn me by saying that I was plundering 
tlic traders of my kingdom. ^Vud if. Cod avert it, the contrary 
happens. 1 shall be Incurring disgrace at the hands of subjects of 
my own kingdom.*’ Telling Sirapud-daula lhi$ story, he left as his 
parting advice that be should not undertake this thing [L(?., attack on 
the English] at the suggestion of anybody after tumsetf. 

Death of Shah am at Jajtg.—[ 45b] 

On lyh Rabi'-ulawal. Dec, a.D. 

Shahacnat Jang died of illness, [a^] 

According to his will, he was buried by the side of Akram-ud^daiila 
in the Motijhil garden. Alivardi Khan, from the day when he w^ent 
into mourning for Mm, became every rlay afUicted by one Hines* and 
used to say in a pained tone, ’"Ah! this sliirt is too w^ami!’*^ and 
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Ik" ordt-Tt'd thi$ Work of the diw^’s dcpartniebt and other nBices which 
belonged to Shahamat Jang, to be done by the wife of that prince. 
He showed her fatherly kindness. She, obtaining his permisdon to 
live in Motijhil, removed with her property and foIbwcTS from 
Murstudabad and entered that garden. 

In those days, Alivardi, with aU his intense grief, busied himsedf 
in beholding mitrgh“b 4 ti' and told ills courtiers mournfully, "It is 
evident that after me, ruin will quickly overtake my family, because .ill 
who had any capacity have left before me.*' Only a feiv days ha^l 
passed after the death of Shahamal Jang when nows arrived from 
Pumia that Saulat Jang was dead. 

Death of Saulat Janc, 

Though simptominded in conducting the $mal] matters of admi¬ 
nistration, he greatly clieiisbcd holy men, pure souls, scholars, and 
men of accomplishments, and prumoted the Hnly Law, He [<t6&] 
placed the Muslim religion above everything else. He surpassed other 
rulers in charity, and whatever came to him from far and near of 
the kingdom he used to give away without checking by auditor or 
accountant, A few daj's after the death of his brother Sbahamat 
Jang a pimple appeared on the neck of Saulat Jang, which no doctor 
could cure. 

At last knowing his death to be near, he called his sons and gave 
them his parting directions. He made Shaukat Jang, his eldest son 
his heir {wast}, liade farewell to every one of his sons, hdpera, and 
friends, and resigned his soul to the Creator. 

Shaukat Jang buried him in the village of ja'fari bagh. Alivardi 
Khan greatly mourned, anti then sent to Xhimla a of mourning 

and n sumrif for installalion in his office to the ddest son of the 
deceased, by the hand of the author’s mother, who had come from 
the same [Cor. read hatmn for hamak] place for cHering condolence 
tor the death of Shahamat Jang, togeibef with a vertai tm'ssagc ol 
consolation w'orthy of elder relativ'cs. 


XTIl 

DE,\TH OE NAWAB ALtVABDI KHAN 
Death ok SHujA'-ut-attruf, Husam-up-dauia Muhajimap 
Alivafdi Khah Mahabat Janc.—[ 4“ff] 

Wien illness overcame Alivardi, he placed himself under the 
tiealmcnt of Hakim Hadi Khan bef ore whom Gal^n and ^toy 

-r:vir^Ji.Wri c^k-fight. 1 the wading tnurgbdti or tlvi 

play ciE doatbi lia%'OC in fawtiy cricic- 
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had to bend their knees. But medical science cannot cure what is 
the last of diseases. Finding his death near, he summoned Sirajud- 
daula, and told him, “My death is near. My Jast advice to you Is 
that you should devote all jaiur heart to the suppresstoa of 3rouf 
enemies and the promotion of the dignity of your friends. Exert your¬ 
self in improving the cemditJon of the people of the country and putting 
down oppression and disorder; so that your life will be passed in 
happint^ and fortune. As the prosperity of the Slate depends on 
umon and co-operation, and its ruin on quarrel and opposition, if your 
rule is to be ba^d on agreement and obedience, it is necessary that 
j«u should remain firm in following my manners and ways, so that 
till the end of your life you will mmain safe from the dominance of 
^ur enemies. But if you take to the path of quarrel and hostility, 
it is very likely that this State wQ] so decline from its good Dame 
that for a Jong period grief and regret will prevail.” [47*] 

On Friday, at the time of the Zuhar prayer, 9th Hajab 1170 
fco^. 1169 A,I’L=gth April 1756] after uttering the words of the onc- 
nea of God iKalima^i-iatthid), he nsigned his soul to God. Universal 
grief and lamentation. He was buried in Khush-bagh, where his 
mother Hes at resL 

Great God l fic was a marvcUously fortiinate because imme^ 
diatcly alter las departure, prosperity departed from the kingdom of 
Benpl. and the desolation of the country which had been chained by 
his justice, at once relumed to its old condition. [480] 

The city of Bengal [i,e., Muishidabad] in his reign extended over 
13 kos m length and 7 kos in breadth : in addition to this, many 
nch men had built pleasure-houses outside the city. Twelve persons 
w^rc entitled to play the naubat morning and evening. Many kinds 
of people, high and low. and all classes of artisans and men of skill 
and letters were assembled in this city. 

In this reign, more than a lakh of nicn, horse and foot, used to 
gtt their pay and subsistence {marsitm wa 'olufa) from the public 
treasury, 


XIV 

character of ALrVARDi KHAN 

*1- ’‘5^1,.* Shan here uanale a few anecdotes which illustralc 
Ahvardi Khans extreme love of justice, greatness of soul, spirit of 
foj^veiiess and bravery. 

• SWi-ud^iuh reported. "Mucl. money h., occumnl.ted 

in the honire of ibe avil ofceni ond dAni-Jbj,). .nd yon 
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ar^ in deed of money. II you pcnnJt me I can coUect a kror of rnpcffii 
frojd them, and they wilJ not at all feet the loss/' Alivardi replied^ 
'"The moaey in the hands of the peopJe of this coiintiy h my wealth 
which 1 have consigned to their purses {Hi, theLr treasuries). Who bu 
the audacity to cast the glance of peculatjoa towards this money?'" 

Siraj-ud-daula sent a posse of baUifls (c^auJ^f) to the house of 
Raja Kirat Chand, the diwon of the Crowlands who had died a long 
time before^ and demanded a large sum. AJivardi as sooo as lie heard 
this nevi's^ himself rode out to the diwan's house^ thrashed severely 
and sent aw^ay the eunuch of Siraj-ud~daula who had come for 
^heating the property, and gave robes of horKiur to the widciw and 
young children of the deceased, and after composing their minds 
returned to his palace. Summoning Siraj-ud~daula to his presencej 
he told him, [Vmc$'^ 

From your door [plamtiflsj come a^vay to tufip 
They do not go to God who knows all secrets. 

Do not be hard on the people of the oaiih 
Lest their prayers should readt the sky* 

Siraj‘Ud-daiila said to Aiivardi, "'In front of my mansion is the 
portico (iWfi) of Raja MinLk Chand the diwin of the Raja of Bard wan* 
and it obstructs the spaciou^ess [open view] of my house. I wish lo 
remove it from before my residence* Aiivardi replied, "You have 
built a lofty mansion and thus obstructed the top of his house, and 
this poor man is being troubled by you. As you have many other 
palaces, it is proper that you should demolish the man^on that you 
have built before his house, so that he may live af case.''" [49^ ] 

Kishwar Khan A'sis, when patrolling the city at night had 
detained at the police outpost a carriage belonging to Siraj-ud-daula 
in which Fal^u Bai was going from Sirij's house to her own. 
Although Siruj^ud-daula tried to get her released during the night, it 
was not done. So^ in the mortiing he promptly reported the matter 
to Aiivardi and expected that Kish war Khan would he punished. 
The Nawab remarked, "'How could he know at midnight who it was 
and what it was? Overlooking such things [Le., breaches of police 
regulationsj is only a cause of increasijig the boldness of tMevos and 
criminals."" 

At the time when the report of the pomp [t.s.. wealth] of the 
leading men of Bengal spread through the world, and haders from 
all countries began to vkit the court and Sirapud-daula and Shah^at 
Jang puichased the commodities of these merchants at high prices, 
calumniatorri reported this [extravagant] expenditnre In AlivTirdi. He 
replied, 'Tlie business of these men in my kingflnm is to sell their 
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goods.*' And tliey "What thing wilJ last in this world for 

tviir?" [Gap in the text] .... He remarked, "UTiat you have 
said IS noE true, because the iaine of honour and reputatidn for good, 
ness will remain [ki the world] till eternity.'" 

It ivas reported to the Nawab that every poor rnan, at marriages 
and when receiving guests or giving away alms for religious purposes 
{Mdjqdi}^ was spending thousands, and aL of it was Government 
money, AUvardi remarked, * Those who were acting thus are engaged 
in keeping my name alive:, while you are truly my eneaues, as you 
desire that my name and fame may not [cor.] remain in llie world.'* 
[ 49^1 

WTien Shahamat Jang became displeased with Mir^a All Naqi the 
darogha of Motijbfl, aud wished to dismiss him from his post AUvardi 
replied. On the first day his goodness or badness should have been 
investigated by you. If you now dismiss hiTu> people will lose com¬ 
posure of mind about you."* 

From Dacca boats loaded with the goods of Shah a mat Jang were 
coming ; Mirza Hakim Beg, darogha of customs (Stftr) attached them 
for realising the duty. Shahainat Jang complained to the Nawabj '*1 
am not a trader that the damgha of customs should demand duty 
from me.** Ali\^di feplied, *"^liat would the duty on them amount 
to?"' Mir^a Hakim Beg answrered, *'A lakh of rupees." Alivardi 
rejoined, "My child, ray life! if you have bought them for such vast 
sums, you may as well pay the money which is the Covemmenrs 
due^ To be angry for it would be a cause of vreakening the othcialn 
engaged in the work.'" 

The author of these pages was the lauidar nf Ghoraghati and G 
without taking leave of Alivardi went to Puraia to Saulat Jang, and 
was there appointed faujd^ of Rtogamati. Bhairo Datt, the peslikar 
of the CrownJandflp n^porfed to the Nawab, that the faujdar of Ghora- 
ghat was absent and had gone away without pennission ; and he 
sought for orders lo retain him or not. Alivardi replied, know 
that he will not agree with Saulat Jang, and that he will rame back 
to me in a short time. 1 cannot avoid looking after his sustenance 
[cor.] Therefore, it is not proper to remove him from office for 
a few' daysj as he would rely on the uprightness of my nature." [^m] 

!n his reign, every helpless person and every widow in the 
country was supported by hb charity, and the name of thieves and 
robbers was not heard. If any one's properly fell on the road* 
nobody cast a glance at it, till the owner arrii-cd. ToKlay everything 
is conlraiy* to this. In these (vw years saPjty has become as rare 
as the phoenix in this country ; every day work b diminishing. 
TrltK-s of ypprcssoiB have raised their heads in tumult. The roads 
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have been made so dangerous by men and beasts tbal it is difficult to 
come out of a beusOj nay even to remain lo it, [50b] 

Alivardi's tenure in Bengal was ly yeairi and some monihs, in 
addition to his deputy governorship of Bihat, 


XV 

REIGN OF SIR.\J-UD4JAULA 
Tut RULE OF SjRAj^i;i)-DALTLA 

Martsur-iLbmulk, sumamed Siraj-ud-daula^ on t5tb liajab 1170 
H. [ton 1169 Hp=:i5th April 1736] seated himself on the rtmtnad of 
rule- Vast assemblage of troops and sightseers at the ceremony* 

When after bnishing the mcrrifucnt and music of the coronation, 
he turned to the administration of ihe coimtry, some men who wijre 
not worthy of being his ad^Tsets, now' getting the piiwer of speaking 
to him* opened their tongues in censTire and turned his heart away from 
the eoniidaDts and sardars of Alivardi Khan, and raised suspicions in 
his mind against them. First of alL they fuade him believe that the 
Begam Sahib, who w'as Living Id [51a] Molijhil with her ttoopSp 
servants and woallh, was a soutoc of danger and harm to him. He 
sent her a message to g^vc up creating trouble and tome to her raau- 
aion in the cityp She refused to disband her troops and remove to 
Mm^bjdabadp saying that she was residing there as ordered by AHvardi 
Khan, and was passing her days like a religious mendicant at the tomb 
of her husband p and the few men with her were her old retainGrs, 
whom she had not the heart to dismiss* The destrojtus of Siraj/s 
state took this opportunity and for their personal gain made him 
believe that Bogom Sahib was in such coo^rt with the sardars of 
Alivardi Khan that not remaining content with such words she would 
at last raise her bead in rebelLicjn. 

Sfrujp believing their words, became auspicious of Bcgam S^b 
and sent troops to invest Motijhil- Although there were five to 
thousand horse and foot within it at the time the siege begni, after 
two days none remained there except Mir NaEar Ali the Khansaman, 
Rajballav the diw^, Haji Mahdi the ^arzbegi, and Ali Naqi Khan the 
son of ilkbar All Khan. The first men to slip out of the blockade were 
Mirz^a Ghiilam All Beg, the son of Mimi Hakim Beg, and Mir Qudrat- 
ullah risdladdr. 

Sir.ij-ud-daula> in spite of the desert ion of all the troops of the 
Eigam, believing in the words of worthless men was filled with fear 
and despair, and a letter promising safety nnder his own seal In 
the troops, for reassuring the mind of Mir NnKor Ali, ordering them lu 
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bring him in his presence under their own mediation. Deist Muhammad 
Khan who Mas a mo^t devoted and brave so]dier» replied, "Then; is 
no need for otir becoming mediators; but give us the order and we 
shall bring to you in chains e^vry man whose hdelity you suspect.'' 
As Siraj did not agree to the proposal. Dost iNIuharnm^d Khan took 
J*rir Namin' All out of Motijhil lo his own house. After two days, 
M'hen at ihe suggestion of foolish [5*^] tnen the Nawab decided to 
slay Stir Na^ar Ali, Dost Muhammad Khan, who was a tnan of 
honqur and had brought [Jfazar Ali] under his protecrion at the 
Word of the Nawab, sent lo him to say* ^'It was in view of such a day 
that this slave had told you that it not at all pnspLT for us 
[soldier&j to be mediators [for Nazar Ali], and as you did not agtiee 
at that time, ] shall now become his partner/' For two days tJierc 
w as discussion and exchange of merges. Then Simj, who had no 
natural valour, again inclmed to mercy, and sending Ibtaram-ud-daiib 
and Ghul^ Husain Klian *arzbegi, to the house of Dost Muhammad 
Khan> consoled and reassured Mir Nazar Ali and gave him leave for 
the Kanmnasa side, and confiscated the house of his uncle Shahlmat 
Jang» Besides jewels, four Arors of rupees and forty lakhs mohar^ 
in cash, and a kror of rupees w^ortb of vessels of gold and silver, w'ere 
found. As for the treasure and property which were collected at 
other places, God alone kiiow$ their full value. 

This was the first desolation of Bengal, where four high darbars 
and the wealth of four houses were colleclcd in one place. 

Siraj then decided to carry out his heart'Si wish of conquering 
Puruia. But after going up to Eajmahaip he set out for attacking 
Calcutta and expelling the English^ 


XVI 

CAPTURE OF CALCUTTA 
SrnAj-un-DAut-A oads An army towards Calcutta 

AND DESGLATZS THAT OQUNT^Rv 

Whon It «-as reported to the Nawab that the English had buUf 
an extremely strong tower l^burj^ Perrins* Redoubt} and wanted to 
raise a fort, and also that the son of Rajballav, with his [52(1] 
money and property bad fled and taken reluge ^ith the English, ihc 
Nawab during the march towards Pumia sent Naoiiyan Singh harMfa 
for bringing away the son of Rajballav and demolishing the tower. 
Narayan Singh after going to Calcutta behaved towards the Governor 
and the sahibs of the Council, out of folly, in a manner aol pmpor 
lor (hem. and the Englisl] sa/nbs lurncel him out of Calcutta and 
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amt envoys to the Nawab, to say "If we have built a tower, order 
lis and wt shall dtniolish its foundatiuns : whatever amnunt is due 
to you from Kishan-das the son of Haja Rajballav. order it and we 
shall pay it into your Ircasuty. But we cannot surrender him to you 
as he has taken asylum with ns." 

The story of the son of Kajballav that has reached the author's 
cars from the talk of the common people, does not deserve credence. 

NarSyan Singh arrived at the Nawab’s camp when he was at 
t^ajmahal. cast his turban down on the ground and said, "What 
honour is left to us, when a few traders, who have not yet learnt to 
wash their bottoms (katnos bakttH-sfittstan kho-gar naskuda], reply to 
the ruler's order by expeUmg his envoy?” He also said words of 
reproach so much that the Nawab's anger was in flamed. Fakhr-ut- 
tujar. who bore hearty enmity to the English for a long time past 
and had spoken against them to AUvardi Khan as has been narrated 
before, now getting his opportunity, spoke some words about the 
contumacy, usurpation and violence of the English, which inflamed 
the Nawabs auger. Siraj-ud-daula on hearing such words, with a 
vast force tumed back torn SajmabaJ and in one night's march came 
and alighted at the back of the kuthi of Qaj^imbazir, From the way 
be sent a letter to Jagat Seth warning him not to speak cue word 
in the affair of the English w'hose extirpation was the aim of the 
Nawab, because it would pain his heart and his wish was to suppress 
them totally. [52b] The Jagat Seths obeyed the order. 

Some Englishmen who were in the Qasimtb^ir Jtufftf, shut the 
gates, and although they offered submission, begged pardon and 
proposed to pay a fine, the Nawab did not pardon tbem. because 
Fakhr-ut-lujSr had assured the Nawab that three hrvn of mpeea 
could be taken at Calcutta and there were not more than aoo Englishmen 
in that fculftt, Mir )Id, Ja far Ktiau, in eagerness to secure tlic post 
of BakliEliJ which the Nawab had promised to him. confinned the 
words of Fakhr-ut-tujar. The Nawab considering all that money as 
his free gain, took the few Englishmen out of the ktiilfi of Qdsimbiijr 
and cast them in prison, and set out for Calcutta. Mir Md. Ja'far 
Khan, for a long time past had been living in the hope of the 
Bakhshigari ; Siiaj summoned U'mar Khan through him, and also 
sent Mir Md. Raza Khan, surnamed Muaiffar Jang, who was the 
faujdar of Katwn at that time, with a dasla (regiment) of troops by 
way of Hugh to the sea, for the purpose that in ease the English tried 
to escape in ships he would prewnt them from going out of the 
CDunliy, 

Siraj-ud-daula himself with his aimy set out.and by way el 
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Kri&hna-nagar readied CaJeutta. As ihe saliibs did not think 

that they c«uld defend the entire city, they fortihed the factory [only] 
and waited in readiness for war and peace. Hie men of [Siraj's 
camp] ba=%ir* who entered the town of Calcutta engaged in plunfltTi 
look away lakhs of rupees worth of property and set fire lo ^he 
houses. The Naw^ab^s troops by bis order invested the factory and 
tried to wrest it- 

Gliulam Husain Khan *aribcgi, ... in this matter eveiy day useii 
to tell the Nawab, 'At is opposed to prudence and caution to cjtiarrel 
with the Engiish w^ho are Eames of He w^as ordered to be 

escpcUed from Iho camp. [53a] Similarly ^ Zainmh'abidiii baqdwui 
who spoke against this war^ was lumcd out of the camp : also Miria 
Habib Beg and Mir Hashauilah, wbo out of their regard for their 
master's goodp $poke outp were taken to be disaffected persons and 
expelled. 

For some days the fire of fighting mged, and the fall of the 
strongly fortified factory' seemed imminent, the English sahibs nnt 
hiding themselves capable of fighling [longer]* and despairing of 
peacci look ship and Sict out for the ocean. And some among the 
Englishmen of bonour [cj^riar) who saw the path of flight closed to 
them* killed thcsmselves out of excesaivq self-respect : and some men 
w'crc taken prisoners. Mnzaffar Jang who had been appointed with a 
dasta of troops to prevent the passage of the English ships and was 
stopping on the river bank could do nothing on account of his lack 
of materi^s. Fakhr-ut-tujar had said that the plunder of Caknlli 
would bring 3 kroys of rupees to the Nawab's Govemmeut : it v^-as 
indeed capabje of yielding that amount, but the ellects of the other 
traders, such ag Muslims, HinduSp Armenjans, were all plundered by 
the camp followers and the Nawab's only gain W'as n bad name. 
The Kawab's share [of the spoils] was specially dependent on ttie 
money in the factory. But the English sahibs loaded in their ships 
and took away with thcnisclve$ all the money and valua^hle articles 
existing there. The little property of the factory which was secured 
by the Nawab's Government did not come up to the amount that he 
desired. For this reason^ Mimfiar jang was dismissed from ihc 
fqtijflRri of Katwa in punishment of the olTcticc of having let the 
English ships go away^ Mtr iluhammad Ja'far Khan, who in the 
hope of the First Bakhshi's post had greatly exerted himself in 
capturing the factory h was exalted to that high office as before^ 

The qila'dari of Calcutta was given to Kaja Manik Chafid who 
had soinE power of administrative management, braveryp and 
gooduEsa of behaviour* The Naw'ab named Calcutta AUnagar* and 
set out for his capitaL [53^] On tlie day of hb arrival 
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^[u^ 31 ]iclabad> he esune in (The splendour of his cntiy^ was 

inclescribabic). An aultidr who would describe ihat occaaJou adequately 
must gather leaves (paper) from the trees and pern from bamboo 
groves* 


xvn 

CONQUEST OF PURNIA 

Entruiiting the affairs^ great and small, of the State and ihv 
appoEntttient and dismissal ol nil ofbeer^ to Kaja Molmn Lab he 
cenfemd many kinds of favour gu him. When the Kaja got full 
control over all affairs^ he did not behave towards ttic Jptimnte 
courtiers of Alivardi mlh proper respect ; the civil officers 
{mutasaddi) of Alivardi time whom the Raja^ by reason of his 
domination, treated as mere servants in the pnsscnce of Ihe Nawab,— 
especially Maharaja Ourlabb Ramj Kiy-bRayaii Ummid Rani and Raja 
Sakat Singhp were wounded at heart. A letter had been sent through 
Mir Md, Ja'far Khan summouing U"mar Khan asking him to come 
In the Court in perfect assurance ; and at the tune when the Naw^ab 
reached the capital U'mar Khan arrived and had his audience i all 
his desiKS were granted. [54?^] 

SlRAJ-UD-DAUf A LEAUiS AN AK^UV AGAINST SnAUKAr JaNG, 

WiiO 15 SLAtN 

In the year IJ70 H, [ — 26 Sep. 175b*—14 Sep, 1757] when 
Shriukat Jang, according to the order of Alivardi Khan had assumed 
rule over Pumia^ he was alarmed and hUed with suspicions at 
Siraj^ud-daula's coming to Rajmabalp as t have narrated before. By 
way of precaution and defence, he in a feW' monthSj in spile of the 
paths being dosed, assembled nearly six thousand cavalry and fourteen 
to fifteen thousand infantry, and in the pride of y^iutb, childishnc« 
and inexperieucc,—in spite of the dissuasion of Shaikh Jabau Yar, 
who was the chief and wisest of sard^p withdrew^ his head from 
obedience to Siiaj and prepared to oppose him, With the coming of 
Mir Mu'alia Khan and Mirza Habib Beg, the flame of disturbance 
shot up to the sky, and the mutiud hcjstility so increased tiuxt a 
peaceful settlement became impossible. These two men* who ww 
the young Naw^ab's confidential advisers, out of selfish greed, gave 
him such advice as was really harmful to his interests. The character 
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conquest dI Punu^r 
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of Shaukat Jang was naturally violent and Impulsive, anti It now 
became monc mde and vicious. For example, alienating without any 
cause Udwant his chief haz^rt (artillery captain) * he banished hini 
from Ihirnia ; unreasonably posting a guard at the house of Mir 
Kuh-ud-din Husain Khan, estranged him Ironi himself. Without 
waiting for the coming of Siraj-ud^anlap he sent Mir Mua'lla Khan 
with LoHi hazAri and other troops for coaqueiing Matda and other 
places near Pumla. The Khan, after going to Maniharip w^hich stands 
on the frontier of Pumia^ found no strength for advancing further, 
and wrote to Shaukat Jang altcgiiig that illwill and lack of co-operatign 
on the part of Lalli hazdri had prevented him from crossing the frontier 
til Bengal. Tn order to deceive the [54^] fooELsh Nawab, he a<Mrcsiicd 
him as Jahdnpandh (Emperor) in the letter. Shaukat Jang sent a letter 
of censure to the telling him to obey the orders of Mir Mu "alia 

Khan like his own. LaUi haiari was proud of his valour and had 
ShOOo troopers and 6,000 infantiy in his lie in roply seat a 

letter to Shaukat Jang saying. "Your Highness’s flag-bearing elephant 
IS enough to serve as a Law turn unto me. Please send it to me that 
I may set out for Bengal with itp and reach as far as God wishes/* 

On receiving this letter Shaukat Jang, who ivas displeased with 
the haz^i and did not at alt understand the Persian language^ formed 
the notion that the ha^^ had asked for the Bag-bearing elephant out 
of ambition to become his equal, os Saulat Jang had declared the 
hazari his "adopted son*' [as an honour]; and that for this reason 
the hazari was disobeying bis order and refusing to serve under Mir 
Mu "alia Khan. So, in anger < be recalled both these captains. WTicn 
they anived, he forbade him the Court and said that he would next 
day himself ride out and drive out the pride of that deceitful rebel. 
At night during the private coundl, Mir Mu'alia Khan gav-e him a 
certain advice^ and he refused to listen to the other cointiers who 
spoke against this policy as ruinous to himself, 

Next day when the Sun rose* Shaukat Jang got his troops ready* 
and although at that lime the chiefs of his army pleaded for the pardnn 
of Lalli Ha^, presented the sons of the hazJIris to the Nawab, and 
said that it was unwise to alienate the commander of six or Siiven 
thousand troops at ^uch a Umct^haiikat Jang did nert listen to them. 
Seating Mir Mu"alia Khaa in the back-seat of his own elcphantp he 
set out for slaying (he haz^ri. The bazari* out of Jgy^lly, forbade hh 
soldiers to eqmc out of hU house [for battle.] He himsdfp in tlie 
manner of the Hindus, with naked head and foot, came gut of his 
house I sat dovsTD on a bench and engaged in smoking htg huqqa of 
cocoanuL [ 55 ] 

When Shaukat Jang arrived with aU his troops at his pbee, MLr 
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SulLaj) Khalii risUdar went to the hazari, took him up on bis elephant, 
and brought him to the Nawab. There, too, Shaukat Jang did not 
listen to the pleadings of people fot Lalli, but alter keeping hiro in 
confincmcm for two or three days, sent him away from Puroia, and 
placed his risala under one of his favourites. This act became the 
cause of reproach from high and low. 

Some days after this trouble, on hearing of the caming ol 
Siraj-ud'daula's troops, Shaukat Jung, at the BuggesUun of Mh Mu'alla 
Khan, himself set out for llie invasion of Malda. and ravaged many 
villages near Malda. \\Ticn he was encamped at Hayalpnr, Mi^^ 
Ifabib Beg, privately told him, "All the sardais are dissatisfied with 
you and have formed a pact for deposing and imprisoning you. Tn 
the council held next day at night, W'hen all the sardars were assembled, 
Shaukat Jang begged the pardon of each of them and asked why they 
were ofteuded with him, and told them to their faces the story [of 
conspiracy] alleged by Miraa Habib Beg, Then Shark JaMn Yar whu 
was a leading sardar, swort on the ^uifiqar, and said. We shall only 
gain infamy if we seize you at such a time as this. Your improper acts 
have certainly wounded our feelings. Some low per»ns on account 
of their being close to >'our person, say this sort of thing to you, and 
become the cause of disturbance and mischief. We know not to what 
stage they would cany the affair, and at what time the fire of their envy 
would be extinguished." 

Shaukat Jaug, on hearing these words, for conciliating his sardars, 
turned -Mirzi Habib Beg out of Iris court with every disgrace, and 
himself reLunwd to Pumia with all his sardarii for the idliha of the 
Iman of Mankind. 

Siraj-ud^daula, seeing that Shaukat Jang was mad and his good 
counsels to him had produced no effect, began to suspect all the s^are 
of Alivardi from the whisperings of back-biters, summoned to his aid 
Mnliaiaja Ram Naiaj-an from Patna, and after the arrival of the 
Maharaja at Rajniabal, ordered the Ganges to be crossed. He himself 
started on the r4th Muhairam 1171 {eor. 1170 H. = 9 Ocl. 1756) at 
an auspicious moiuent for Pumia. [55h] Shaukat Jang, hearing the 
news, pleased Shaikh Jahan Yar and Sham Sundar the bakhshi of the 
artillcTy with the gift of horses and elephants, and sent them to fight 
wdl and dig entrenchments. He himself, on the 19th Muhanam^ 
rt4 Oct ] after cncmir-ging all the troops with presents, came out of 
the city of Pumk. He newr refiaincd from witnessing dances all the 
night, which had become a habit with him. from his fifth or sixth year 

to ih£? day of this , 

On zand Muharram [i? Oct.] when the battle was raging vmlenily, 
he slept in perfect case till one prahar of the day. WTicn he rose from 
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his bed, he prep^ircd for combat ; and after traversing ten kos, when 
less than one prakar of the day remained, he reached the trenches, 
and ordered Sham Sundar Bakhshi and Shaikh Jahan Yar to issue froin 
the iieDchcs and engage in hgliling the enemy, Siraj-^ud-daula’s army, 
too, amved on the field at the same time. First Sham Sundar Bakhshi, 
issuing from his enUenchment opposed the Bengal army and began a 
se^'cre light with muskets. Shaikh Jahan. Yar, who was a man of great 
varied experience, at first sent to Shaukat Jang a message, saying, 
“Only one watch of the day is left, and no time for fighting remains. 
Our troops too have not yet recovered from the fatigue of their march 
[from PumiaJ, and indeed, many of them have not yet come up. So, 
yon should recall Sham Sundar from the field, pul off the battle tonight, 
so that next morning what Cod wills may quickly come to pass." 

At last the Shaikh on receiving harsh and bitter replies to his 
letter, became weary of life and turned his face to the battlefield But 
he had not reconnoitred the Held of battle, and it was his fault, because 
he had arrived there some days before and yet had not surveyed the 
ground. So, at the first charge, he with his troops became involved 
in the river of mud. A cannon-ball struck his son-in-law down from Ms 
elephant s back. Host of the [PumiaJ troops being ruined and wounded 
at this place, took to flight. The sardans with a few men only issued 
that ruinous [marshy] place with the greatest trouble and halted 
for a short time for coUecling their foUowieis ; some fiaot-musketecm 
of the enemy s army had advanced before the rest and taken post in 
the midst of the bushes (boia-hd) and opened f'ue. [sfiuj The 
of Uiese few men struck down Karguzar Khan Bakhshi, Muhammad 
Sa'jd Khan the son of Abu Turiib Khan, Loha Singh hazari and other 
capuins. At this lime when Dost Muhammad Khan and U'mar Khan 
w-ere confronting him. Shaikh Jahan Y^. mortified by the death of 
hb son-in-law, dismounted from his elephant and turned to flight. 
Some say that he himself had been wounded by a bullet. His grandson 
(nauttfsa) Abdul Rashid with one trooper named Shaikh (jhulam AU. 
after a little fighting, gave up fiis life in battle. Jinbaz Beg Khan, 
and Mir Mu'alla Khan with all the soldiers fled aw'ay, Mfr Sultan 
KhaUl who was a brave man, in spito of his mahut being killed 
directed hb elephant in the battlefield with hb feet, al first fired some 
muskets that he had at hand, then turned to repelling the enemy with 
bow and arrows. When the enemy came near his elephant, he plied 
his spear. At last hb enemies crowded round and clinging to his 
elephant wanted to mount it, he drew hb sword and birned back some 
men from mounting to the top. One of these men who had climbed 
up to his handa, was slain by thb pure-blooded Sayyid with his 
dagger, and he himself fainted aw.sy hb numerous wounds 
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post Muhammad Khan, admiring his valour, prevented his enemies 
from killing him. At this Lirne hk elephant left the field and brought 
its master to his house. After two da.j's his pure soul took its pilgrim¬ 
age to heaven. 

Mirza Habib Beg and Ali Naqi Khan the son of Hcdaj'et Ali 
Khan, who had stood finn and refused to incur the disgrace of fliglil, 
were kilkd. Their fault was that they refused to fight when in the 
field, and did not ply their weapons before the enemy. 

On the left wing of Shaukat Jaiig, w^here Sham Sundar the bakhshi 
the darogha of the d^sH iopkkdna fought heroically, he was killed by 
a musket shot. He waged the battle so vigorously, tJial he carried 
with him tw^o elephants [jiGdJ with their handas filled with silver and 
gold rings : and while the bullets were being showered like rain* he 
knelt down and rewarded with a ring every foot-musketeer who showed 
any b^averJ^ 

The right [sic] wing w^s emptied of Sham Sundar and the left ot 
JahM Yat Klian, and Mardao All and MiLitan lAl diivanj and some 
other men who were in the V’^nguard of Shaukat Jang, being unable to 
contend turned to llightt and Jasirat Ktian lh« brother of Shaukat 
Jang> with a dasU of troops went away from his company, and his 
other brother Mirzai Sahib w^as wounded by a atauibumk ball,— 
Shaukat Jang, with the innate valour which is the characteristic of liLs 
family> entered the field with sis or seven horsemen only, and stood 
firmly opposite Mir Md. Ja^far Khan. The men who were with him 
urged him to flee, but he replied^ "'Flight from death cannot stiKOed/^ 
wiarg gures pesh-mft nisK 1 have inserted ds here]—and repeated 
the verses 

*' [| 1 die with a good name, it w^>uld be proper, 

f ought to have the name, as my body belongs to Death/' 

At last from the shower of bullets that fell on him, he chose the 
plank of the bier in place of the mmnad of kingship, and on that gift 
of a mount bwr] his body was earned to Ptimia. The turban of 
Shaukat Jang liad rolled down to the ground from the shock ; some 
people carried it as a present to Sirij-ud-daula who was slaving one 
day's march behind the field of battk. 

Shaikh Bahadur Kamaulh an old serv'ant of Shaukat Jang, had 
lost the use of his hands and feet from former wounds. Shaukat Jang 

had left him in the trenches in charge of his family and gone into the 

fight. Seeing the Naisvab killed^ he came out of the iTenclies with two 
hundred cavaJry into the battlefield t and after the flight of the troopers 
of his parly, he threw himself down from Ills elephant and ga\*e up his 
life. By chance he was the only man buried on the field of battle* 
The victorious Siraj-ud-daula sent Raja Mohan Lai to Pumia to 
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rcgul^Lte I he oountiy and escheat the property ; with him were appointed 
Mir Xnzini risnldar, Bal Ivriijhai] hozari, Kishwar Khan 'Asi^ and Mirza 
Zain-ui- Abidin bn^dxpat^ Maharaja Kam Najayan was greatlv 
rewarded and seat back to Patna. Considering U’mar Khan and 
Mirza Hhul^ Ali Beg, for their fridniiship with iVtir ild, Ja'far Klian, 
[57^J enemies, Siraj removed them {tom his service and gave 

them leave to go home, but secretly sent an order to Maharaja Ram 
Narayan to keep them in strict Confinement. Then he returned to 
Murshidabad in gold-decorated boats with every pomp. 

Tlirough the intercession of Dost Muhammad Khan, Mirsa, Habib 
Beg and Ali NaqL Khan ivcre punished a little and ttiL'n exiled. 

Ma^lictraja Mohan Lai aitcf coming to Pumiap engaged in stanch- 
ing for I ho property of SImukat Jang and SauJat Jang, When it was 
aiscertained ttot Shaukat Jang fn his hfeiijne had given away to the 
people cvtiy thing that he had^ leaving nothing in his house, Alohan 
Lai began to seise and confine the well-to-do men, and confiscated 
whatever he found with anyone. Mir Mn'alla Klian, Satijat AU Khan. 
A{ja Mirp Mir AbduJ Has, and Mir^a Md, AN were imprisoned and 
after one month sent to Sisraj-ud-dauJa, who excepting Sanjar Ali Khan 
cut off the noses of tlie other four and mounting them on camels 
paraded them through the capital in dbgtacCp and then sent them to 
perpetimJ imprisonment in Patna. The author of this book was kept 
among the prisoners in Purnia for ig days, and then at the intercession 
of the mother and daughter of the Nawab S^tb be was released. 
Taking the necessary articles for the jonmey such as boats^ etc.j from 
Raja Mohan LaJ, I set out for Mutshidabad* hy order of the Naw'ab, 
Whde I was halting a few days at Rajmahai in fear of Siraj, harkdrAs 
again came^ conducted me to my house^ and took from my father a 
receipt- For this offence 1 was deprived of the laujdari of Ghoraghat> 
which Was given to ^flr Raushan Ali Khan^ ddrogha of the Nawab's 
own diwankhana. From the midnight sighs of the old men of 
Purnia p ^laharaja Mofian Lai fell seriously id ; leaving his son for 
administering Piimia. he set out for Mnrshidahad. 

Maharaja Karay-an, by order of Siraj, confined in the centre 
of lie city Miria Ghulam Ali Beg, Mira Kafcim Beg, Alimad All 
Khao, and Hasan Quli Khan,—who had been expelled [from Muishi- 
dabad] after Mh^ Ghulmti [Ali], and Mir Mua^lla Khan and others, 
and attached their propt^rty. U^mar Khan and [576] his two sons 
Da^ [sic] Khan and AsaJat Khan with joo troopers were invested in 
Ja^ar Khan's garden. And all these prisoners obtained their release 
after the murder of Sirairnd-danb ; only U^mir Khan, who had been 
disgusted with life, died in prison. Ghtilam Husafn Khan^arzbegii 
who had been dismissed from his office for the offence of pfeadtng for 
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the English and was siltintg down idly at liome, was. alter Siraj's 
rcltim from this expedition Imprisoned with great dishonour ; then 
tahing three lakhs of rupees from him Siraj at the entreaty of the 
Begums permitted him to retom to his own house. The brothers and 
W'ivcs of Shaukat Jang were sent to Dacca and kept in conhneinent. 

Two rnoiitirs had not passed after this affair, wlien news came of 
the coming of the English sahibs. 


XVHI 

ENGLISH CONQUEST 

The Coming of tue Emoltsit, Their Cattu^be of Calcutta. 

First Defeat of SiaAj-trn-DAULA 

Wtien some years before this, the English and the French had 
been fighting between themselves, the French, by fraud—^w'hich is the 
special characteristic of the hat-weareni,—-had captured the Eng 1 is.li 
factory of Madras, and seized many English mcrchanlships : on hear¬ 
ing the news of it, some men-of-war with troops had been sent from 
England against Pondicherry : and the English had tiiumphod owing 
to quarrels among the fGovicrnor} General, Colonels and Coiiticil of 
the French, and reduced the French-built factory of Pondfeherry to the 
dost. In die j-car 1170 [1736] when the news of the sack of Calcutta 
and the slaying of the English sahibs [there] reached Madras, the 
admiral [Watson] with one ship of war and Colonel Clive Sabil Jang 
with a force of sepoys and white trooiw, set out for Calcutta. Kaja 
Matiik Chand. ouabic to resist, took to Right, and the Admiral cnteTcd 
Calcutta without fighting, and he sent a proposal of peace to Sirij-ud- 
daula. The Nawab, mtised by the news of the defeat of Raja >&nik 
Chand. imagined this time to be the [58a] same as the previous one. 
and set out without delay for fighting. With men who wx-'IE food-taster?i 
and therefore worse than heritage-holders [sic in on'g.] lie reached 
Calcutta and encamped in 9 garden near the factory which was not fit 
for his residence, and did not icconnoitre the ground, which is the first 
duty of generals. The chiefs of his army, especially Mir Md. Ja'far 
Kh^ told him that the place was not suitable for a camp, it being 
situated on the road and the Etiropcatis were famous for their night- 
attacks : but he would not listen to them, and stayed there. The 
English sahibs, in their customary manner, took to deceptfon and 
embarking all their troops in ships, sent a few men on the pretext of 
embassy and spied out the disposition of the camp and the paths of 
coming and going. One night for delivering a surprise attack they 
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alighted from their shipsp ealcred the camp where all ihc troops, on 
account of the incompetence of their clnef^ were asleep in aeghgonce, 
and raised the sliout of attack. The whole army was disturbed, and 
finding themselves unable to offer fight* more than half the force in the 
remaining night took to flight. 

Dost ilnhammad Klian in his own tent and Khwfija Abdul Hadi 
Khan on the way when going to the Nawab ivcre wounded, 
Muhammad Irij Ki^nn Bahadurp upon whom the English soldiers had 
turned, without turban or shocjs arrived at the Nawab“s side and 
shared with him the work of finding a remedy. As it was the winter 
scaE^on, the atmosphere up to one prak&r of the day was so charged 
with darkocssp dust (smoke?) and night-dew (mist) that none could see 
his neighbour ; the ser\'ant$ from their own distressed condition could 
not attend to their mastcr^s condition. The English sahibs, with 
composure of mind, wandered through the entire camp. When the 
air became clear. Raja Manik Chand went up to the factcay and find¬ 
ing nobody [on the way]^ returned w'iUiout gaining his object. The 
sardars [586] assen^bkd and told the Nawab as an excuse that they 
had tried to dissuade him from camping there only in view of such 
a day. 

Siraj and his comrades, in mortal fcar^ disregarding the advice of 
his generals to continue the v^ar with better arrangements, sought to 
make peace, and calling up the envoy's of the Etiglish he agreed to 
such terms as they demanded, undertook to pay compensation for the 
sack of Calcutta, gave robes of honour to the English sahibs, and that 
very day set out for Mtirshidabad. Travelling very fast he cntcied 
his palace oi Mansurganj* and engaged in playing the I loti. At 
request at the French, he appointed Balkishati hariri with a force to 
help tltem. Leaving Raja Durlabh Ram and Mir Md. Ja’far Khan 
with a strong force at Agradwip, for opposing the attack of the 
English, he issued orders for making trenches and ditches around the 
mansion of Mansurganj, and ordered the route of the river of Suti to 
be blocked ; Kishwar Khan was given this task, and he in a few' days 
built a dam like a hill. By tiic advice of foob+ he sent aw'ay Raham 
Khan, like whom them wa^ no sardar at the timCp to Patna. 

Mir Md. JaTar Khan and Raja Durlabh Ram at the time when 
they were at Agradwip, on hearing that Simj-ud-daula was sunk in 
plea^ro and completely negligent, and seeing the fame of Ihe valour 
of the Englisli spreading in all quarters of the sky {liL horizon), 
seized the opportunity and sent an envoy most secretly, to the English 
^hibs, pTcifessing their own friendliness and instigating them to make 
war on the Nawab, . , Sirnj-ud-daula on hearing of the dis¬ 

loyalty of this servant called him to his presence, and dismissed Mir 
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Md, Ja'far Khan alony with KhiLdiiii Husain Khan, and deprived 
Raja Dnrlabh Sam of his trust even more than before. 

At this time new's airivcd uf the defeat of the Freiich by tJie 
Englkh. As 1 haw said, then? ^vas enmity belween these two races. 
When the English composed their mind about Siraj, and twowmi 
their own settlement, they turned to the tooting out of the French, 
near the garden of Chiicfy. There was fighting betweea them. As 
the French had sunk two ships in the river and closed the path for ihc 
coming of the English shif^» the Admiral became distracted in mind 
on hearing that the French^ with their mind at rest about the riverp 
were fighting bravely on land from ftlieirj trenches. At last, under 
the guichmcc of a Frenchman who knew the tiring, a path was found, 
he brought a war-vessel up opposite the French factoryp and from land 
and water opned such a hre as covered the earth and the sky^ ^ , , 

As it w^as God's will that the French should be overthroivn^ a fire¬ 
ball from a French ship which was aimed at an English ship for setting 
it on fire, rebounded and felt on the French ship and consumed it 
cntimly to ashes. So the [59bJ French* losing all hope of their nav>', 
retired to the top of the citadel of the factory^ and fought on desperately 
for some da}^ more from dawn to sunset, till numbtTless defenders 
were slain or wounded. The French despairing of help from Siraj- 
ud-daula, hoisted the English Hag on their lactory^ seeking safety, and 
yielded the keys of the gale. 

The English during this fight had discharged some gnus towards 
the fort of Hugh, so that Mirza Jiuhauimad Ali the qiladar, fled aw'ay 
to Mursliidabad. N^early 200 Fnmchmen, unwilling to be taken 
prisonens by Englisli, fled away with Bal KLshan Hazizi who had 
been placed there hy the Nawab for helping the French. They came 
to the French Factory^ of Murshidpibad before Mons. Law. The 
English leduccd the Factory [really the fort D'Orteans] of Fanis- 
lianga to dust, plundered everylhing that they found there and relumed 
to CaJeuttan Mons. Law, Ending the ffawab weak, wortliless and 
foedish^ with a few Famchmen and some artillery set out by the land 
route for the Dcccan. When some men advised Siraj to make the 
Flench bis retainers at sucii a time, he aplied that if he entertained 
these' iritn, the English would bi^come his bitter enemies. He told 
Molls. Law^ lo stay at Patna whence he wonld be summoned at the 
Nawab^s need. At this lime* Dost Muhammad Khan, on account of 
the wound lie had received in the night attacks took leave for going 
homcp and after reaching [cor] the city [Patna] died. He was very 
brave p high-spirited, and a man of gentlemanly maimers : from a 
risiiladar ot five troopers he had risen to the command of 500 cavalry ; 
in every batik he had done deeds of dtsdnclfon. 

to 
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Afler the defeat of the French, Siraj-ud^aula became even more 
suspkiouii of Mir Md. Ja'far Khan than before, appointed Khwaja 
Abdul fladi Khan as Hakh^hi and ordered Sa^yid Mirza to take mu^er 
of the contingents ol Mir Md. Ja^fer Khan and Khadim ttuBain Khan 

The Kawah> not content with doing ihLs, sent 1:ianih bailiffs to 
expel the two generals. x\nd these tw'o generals, who were stronger 
than tile other generals, assembled their troops in their houses and sent 
to the Nawab to say, "Send os the pay due to our soldier^^ so that 
w^e may make our arrangctmeuts and leave you." Finding Jagat 
Seth and Raja Durlabh Ram as their ally, they sent repeated mc^tsages 
to the English through Mirzi Amir Beg to say; "We have svon over 
all the troops to our side^ and have exerted ourselves greatly to dis¬ 
perse the soldiers (r.c., induce them to desert). All haw become 
hostile to Sirnj-ud-daula and on account of his bad deeds wish that die 
rule of this country^ should pass out of this family. This is the most 
opportune lime/' 

The English sahibs received this message and becoming convinced 
of the hypocrisy treachery) of these men, they decided to march 
towards Mujshidabad, and with a firm heart prepared materials for 
conquering the country. 

Simj'Ud-daula in spite of the circulation of new^ about his enemy's 
[preparations] remained sunk in negligence and enjoyment of pleasure. 
His confidants, especially Mir Madan and Khwaja Abdul Hadi Khan, 
grieved at this slothfulness and told him, ''The predominance of the 
English has passed the limit of modcratioii, and they have determined 
to conquer thU country^ Making exertions after the flood has risen 
above the head, will not bring safety* Don't delay in attending to 
the business [of defeticc], because the duration of the kingdom, the 
regulation of [6 d&] the admiuistralion and the safety and prosperity 
of the people, cannot be effected without a keen sword, right planning, 
great carefulness, and great exertion. Mir Md. JaTar Khan is 
treacherously bent on ruining this royal house ; he should be first 
destroyed and then it will become easy to deal with the English/* 

But some traitors gave him this advice, "Without assembling a 
\'ast army, it is beyond the range of possibiUt)'^ to fight the English. 
If you conciliate Mir Md. Ja'far Khan and otheis whose feelings have 
been wounded^ the English troops will never find it possible to face 
our heroic soldiers. If women and children come to otier resistance 
from housetops (bdin/fd) with bricks and stoties, tbry can overpower 
aU in the difficult narrow streets ol the mahatids/* 

M flatterers had gained complete sway over the rulem of Hindustan 
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in recent Sirij gave up Ms intention^ and took nn tl3caught about 

the interitlons of the Christian ^rmy, 

Mir Md. Ja'far KJian, whose seed planted so many years ago was 
not sprouting up in the soil of revenge^ was always planning with a party 
whom he thought to be his friends, how to put dowti Siraj-ud-daiila^ 
Syddenly at this time new's a^rivi^d that Colonel Clive Sibit Jang 
had set out for the capital of Bengal witli a party of English soldiers, 
opposed to whom even the flash of lightning becomes powerless, and 
the fine of roj'al guards {fctfrjjs] without keenness Sinij-ud-danla 
restored Mir Md, Ja*iar Khan and Khadiin Husain Khan to their 
former oflkes, and making Shaikh Khaimllah Khidmatgar as his 
medium for coneilialing them, placed the ^Mriio between ihem and 
himself and made peace with them on ihe condition that after victory 
over the English, the risUas Mir Md, Jti'far Khan and Khadim Husain 
Khan would be gladly given conge [disbanded]. To this cfleet a 
paper was W'ritlen and after being signed by the [two] sardar^ was 
placed MTon- the Nawab. At that time Mir Madiin said, "'One ought 
to be very careful about his mortal enemy. At this lime wne ought 
not 10 expect any good service from these sardars. We ought to put 
them down firsl, so that the [6id] English, on hearing the news* will 
of themselves take to flight. The presence of these two in our camp 
will be the cause of distraction and anxiety to us (the loyal generals) ; 
and they are sure to practise treachery/* But Siraj-ud-dauta, nut 
listening to him, turned to fightir^ ih^ English. 


XJX 

PLASSEY 

SrfiAj^UD-DALLA FIGHTS WITIf THE ENGLISH JS TOTAL 1 A* DEFEAtEO 
AMD PUT TO DEATH 

On the 2nd Shawal* 1170 H. [zo fime 1757 A.D.] SirAj-ud-dauln 
after conciliating Mir Md, Ja’far Khan, started from Matisurganj for 
repelling the English. After two or three days, the rival armies came 
in sight of each other ; the English entrenched themselves in the park 
of Plassey^ and busily engaged in firing on their enemies. Siraj^ud-dauJa. 
placing Raja Mohan Lai and Mir Madan in the van of his army himself 
remained in the rear as the support of these tw^o, Bahadur Aii Khan, 
the darugha of the jinsi artillery, nut nf hii fidelity, without any order 
from the Nawab, engaged in opcniiig lire* Mir Md. JaTar Khan and 
Khfidim Husain Khan, at a distance of one kes on the left hand nf the 
Naw^b, stood as spectators. Maltaraia Dyrlabh Ram, also look post 
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iwo kcis awiy from our aimy, on iht right hand of the English army+ 
mid looked at the spectacle. The hahHa^ {muskclc’era) grieving that 
The sardm was [6iii] not attending lo the business, stoesd in ranks in 
one comer of the batileficM and were butchered by ihe fire ol the 
enemy. Some men, who disliked the smell o! gupj^\vder^ fled away 
to one adc. Some Frenchmen, who parting from Mons. Law had 
remained w^ith the Nawabi carried their guns to near the English: 
trenches ; although they asked for reinforcement and matcriah, none 
littened to their words* because patience h remote from the eyes and 
hearts of the people of this country^ . , . 

However. Mir T^ladan who made great efforts to push to the front, 
was hit by a cannon-ball in his stomach and died. Nawab 
Siraj-ud-daulap losing heart at the death of Mir Madan, called Mir Md. 
JaVfar Kh:in with a thousand entreaties before himself, anti taking 
of! the turban from his head said that he must defend the honour of 
the Nawab, Mir Ja'far Khan out of his treacherous design r;aidp "Only 
four gJwTis of the day remain. The English troops are in great power 
and spirit. Signs af w^eakness and defeat are visible among our soldiers. 
On account of their exertions throughout the day, our men are not 
in such a good condiLiou that in reliance on their support w^e can put 
down such powerful enemies as the English. It is advisable and 
our hnal safely depends on this that you should now^ order our guns 
to be brought back from the field and placed witlun the entrenchments 
so that our men may pass ihe night at ease. Tomorrow we shall see 
w^hat can be done/' 

I have heard that Mir Md- Ja'far Khan Iiad inteocled to murder 
ibe Naw^b at the time, but re^frained Irom the design on account of 
the laige number of [loy^i] troops present. Siraj wilhont asking any 
of the experienced soldiers present before him, at once recalled Mohan 

from the held* and sent orders to I^hadur All Khan to bring tbe 
arlillery back to the entrenchment. 

As soon as Lbe Naw^ab's soldiers turned back and hK guns were taken 
back, the English sahibs, being strengthened [^ta] at hearty placing 
their guns in front, began to hght [again]. Siraj-ud daula, on seeing 
the signs of weakness and defeat among his troops, told them, high and 
low, about the good qualities of Aiivardi, and said, ' The effect of 
handing Beriga] over to the English will be nothing but ruin and 
Fight bravely now% ihat you may not be ranked among cowwrds/’ 
But as the retreat had utterly destroyed the orcler of the troops, none 
listeDod to these words. In a short time all the soldiers turned their 
faces away from the battlefield. 

The Nawab w'ailed for ao hour with some but seeing the 

suprcuiaty' and power of the English, necessarily took to flight towards 
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ilurshidabad. Entering the paLaiic of Mansurgan], he summoiiecl Jagat 
Seth and laid the head of htijiiihty at his feet^ and told him, ''Turn 
the English back by takiog on yourself the paymeni of any amoiint 
for which the English may agree to make peace/" Jaigsl Seth who 
wias not composed m mind abotil Simj, and niil of fiis friendship 

with Mir Md. Ja'far Khan^ was his enemy^ agreed to ihc request in the 

presence of the Nawab; he seeiired the release of Kan jit Rai. his 
wakil who w'as in confinenieni, took his conge» and sent ICunclamal 
>[iinshi as his envoy to Mir Md, Ja'fttr Khan, to say, "Why are you 
delaying in coming to the capital?'" 

In the night of the day in which the enctny triumphed, it rained 
heavily. Hence the chiefs of the army could not at all attend tu the 
cc»ndition of Siraj-nd-daula or assemble before him. [62^] Next day, 
Siraj-iid-daula turned out of the house nearly iive hundred women, 
with the fond and dress that they had with them. That day* up to 

midnight he stayed in Mansuigait], and thereafter decided to go to 

J^alna. 

At midnight getting into a rath, with his wife Lutf-un-nisa Begam 
and Ills three years old daughter, and one eunuch, he set out for 
Bhagw'tn Gola to lake boat ihete* Owing to !he darkness of the tagbt^ 
the trouble ^d tlic excess of mud, die raih of ilsc Begam became 
separated frotn hk. So he reached Bhagwan Gola alone and there getting 
into a boat Called BhaoLia with the eunuch, decided to go hy the 
route of Malda, because on she [other] way at Raimahal the broihers 
ot Mir Md. Ja'far Khan lived, ATTi^ing at Mai da, he told the eunuch 
to go to the darogha of the baskets of mangtw^ [which used to be sent 
to the Nawrab] and teU him to send the footmen under him to him. 
That merciless inbdel, put the eunuch in prison and planned to arrest 
Siiaj and wait on Mir Md, Ja’far Khan with such a present t But 
Cod willed it otherwise ; the euniich escaped, came hack to hk master 
and told him all the faets^ 

Siraj seeing dangers coming to him from all sides* in distraction 
had no help but to turn the reins towards Raimahal. Alighting in the 
outskirts of Rajmahalp he revealed his identity to a faqir living there 
thinking him to be a man of God, but that dark-hearted man, at once 
sent the news to Mir Kud* the brother of Mir Md. Ja'far Khan* who 
came with some men and seized Sirai^ud-dauJa. From Murshidabad, 
Mir Muhammad Sadiq Khan the son of Mir Mdi Ja far Khan, himself 
came by forced marches against Siraj^ placed him in a cart 

with every disgrace and took him to iliEuishidahad , on that 
very day he ordered Muhammadi Beg to despatch him. When he after 
giving twenty wounds could not finish the work, he sent a Mughal 
from among his comrades, who with one blow of hk dagger coded 
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the life ot Siraj. Hts body was placed on an elephant and pa^r^jded 
through the town witii ignominy. W'hen the elephant arrived at the 
hoii!^ oI his mother, she ruihed out with bare feci and head and flung 
liersell at the feet of the beast, bat the senr^nts of Khadim Husain 
Khan tordbly turned her back. When ihc elephant arrived below the 
terrace of Khadkn Husain Khan, he otlt ol his sharueless' 

nesSp threw a than ot cloth on the corpse for Bhtoudtng it at burial. 

When Siraj's dead body was at last thrown into the market square 
and nobody turned to and bury itp Minsa Zain-ul-^abidin baqawa], 
keeping in view the oldness of this family and preparing for hts own 
fleathp bathed the murdered man's body* put it in a cofTm and buried 
it by the side of Ahvardl's tomb. His nrign was for fifteen months. 

Mir Md. Ja'far Klian becomes nikr i the English gidn control over 
Bengal^ 

[643] After the distribution of the territory and treasures [of 
Sira}], Mir Ja^far and Mi ran divided between themselves the wives 
and concubines of the laic Nawfib. At though both father and son^ 
under the stimuLaiion of brute pafision, asked for the hand of the 
honoured wife of Siraj-ud-daula^ namely Liitf-un-nb§ Begam, she 
declined and sent this reply, '"Having ridden aq elephant hefoTe, 1 
cannot now agree m ride on an 




AH\VaL-I-MAIL\BAT JANG 
BY VUSUF *Al1 
IffTHOlJL'CTlON 

Yii«il ‘All’s history of 'Ativaidi Khan, the Na'ft'ah of Bengal. 
Bihar and Orissa U 740 'i 75 &)' author in an Lnrompleie 

and unrevised form, without thq usual preface (dibdeha) and colophon 
{khalima], only a few of the section headings (swrAAi) have been 
supplied, and spaces left blank for the ollicrs. We ck> tiol know even 
the title intended by the author for this work. The Salir Jang ms 
bcare the name of Aha>al-i-iiafuibat Jang, the Asiatic Society's ms 
Ahi^Ui-Alivardi Khan, and the Patna. University ins A'itflfc*i-rawariWi- 
Narnak. evidently given by their owners. The work is not complete 
aj the account of ‘Alivardi stops abruptly in it 6 S A.H. one y«T 
before that Nawab's death, and the reign of Sirajuddaulah begins 

on the very' next page (f- S^u.). 

The author's apology for the defects of liis book, namely the 
lack of dates and disorder in the chronological airangement of events 
after 1742, is given on f. 27^' employment, and 

in danger of imprisonment and confiscation of his property by the 
restored Nawab Mir J'afar, in punishniem of his fidelity to Mir Qa.sim 
'All Khan (the ex-Naw^b.) To add to his distress, his father UhuUm 
‘.All, a trusted comrade of 'Alivardi and coUecUir of crown-lan*^ 
(diteln-i-Kfcaiifl) for Bihar. <hqd at this tune. So, to compose his 
mind, our author, tlitn under medicaJ treatment in Allahabad, set him¬ 
self to continuing the history of 'Alivardi from tlie year 1743 onwards. 
This resolution was implemented in the last week of Febniap^ 17^*4, 
and though the author lived tiU 1770. he evidently laid this book 

aside after a lime, without giving it the final _ 

Yusuf 'AH was married to a daughier of Saj 1 ara£ Khan, the 
Nawfih of Bengal {1739-40). By her ho had a dai^hter named j^at- 
uz-Zuhra, who was married to the more famous .Ah Ibrahim Klian, 
a man of vast learning and exiraordmaiy talems. wfe, after so^miK 
the Bengal Navrabs with distinction, accompanied Wamii H^tinp 
to Benares (in 1781), where he was appointed Chief Magistrate (rc^ly 
judge) and held that office till his death on 3^1 Aug^t 1793- The 
imi-law is famous fur his historical w-oik, . *^^7' 

(completed in 1786)- «hich a trauslanon has been 
Rliol and Dowson, vLii. iSJ-m- brother {^sini .Aii s is 

represented bv the zamindars of Husamabad m the Mnngir Distnc-. 
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Itkiuf "All briefly refers to himself in this histotj' on folios 6&. Z 2 a^ 

6jfl SJJd 67^). I'or a fuller ncccunt of him we are indebted to the 
induitiy and scholarship of Professor Sayyid Hasan ‘Askari, M.A.,Ba., 
oi the Pdtna College. (See Pro^efdings of lndu/ 7 i Hisiorical Records 
Commission, 1045 Peshawar meeting, pp, 45*48.) Among his other 
works are Hadiqal-’tis-Safa, a Taskira of Persian poets, and a 
.Vajtitu'a, —^this last being a compendium of miscellaneous informa¬ 
tion covering 336 folios, which b analysed by prof. ‘Ashari in the 
above paper. From this Majmu'a-i-Yttsnfi we Jeam that oiir author 
accompanied N'awab Mir Qasim in his Bight from Bihar after the 
capture of Patna by the English (6th Nov, 1763), and reached 
Allahabad (3rd Jan, i 7 h 4 )* but when the ex-Kav^ib set out with 
ShujauddauJab of Lucknow to conquer Bundelkhand (Fcb.l and fight 
the English in Bihar, Yusuf 'AH abandoned the fallen fortunes of his 
master and stayed behind in Allahabad on the plea of illness. On ijlh 
June 17^4* he sot out from Allahabad for Patna, but lay under the 
wrath of the new Nawab Mir J’afar, However, his powerful friends. 
Dr. Fullerton and Mir Muhammad ' Ali, managed to secure a respite for 
him. and he returned to Murdiidahad in October. The death of Mir 
J*afar on 6 lh February 17^0 freed him from all danger. 

The value of this history of ‘Alivardi lies in its authenticity; it 
has been copied in many places word for word by Ghulam Husain 
Tabatabai in his famous Siyar-ui^Muidkiuirm (completed in 17B6) 
J/diitisCiripfs—(i) British Museum, Add. 27316, folios 102 (reign of 
Siraj begins on f. Sga. and the book ends w ith his murder.) (2) Asiatic 
Soriety, Bengal. Ivanow's Catalogue I, p. 65, Society's own 
collection Ko. 205, folios 77, fouiieen lines to a page, a defective copy, 
ending abruptly, (3} Patna University Ms. No. 359172, contains 79 
folios (la and 79^ blank), 15 lines to a page. Ends abruptly at the end 
uf f. 858 of the Br, Mus. ms. Ptevious owners — ^John Havelock 
1199 A.H. [1785) and Radamohun Baboo. Not at all helpful ; the 
cunning scribe bos got over obscurities in the lest by writing spirals 
which make no sense, (4) The Salar Jang (Haidarabad) ms. 

In lilt Ur* Mus, ms,, (jwmg to disorder nf leaves in its source, 
Irom f. 77a line 3 to folio jBb. line 2 should be taken out of that place 
and pul after f. 87a line 3, 

Aeiwal^i-Maiiauat Janu 

1 

[la] The ancestors of this exalted person belonged tn the race of 
Turks. His grandlalher was connected with the Emperor '.Alamgir 
as his foster-mother's son' f*-dS6i'). and was enrolled among the 
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mansuhii«T$. Hta father Mirza Muhatnmad Madani ithneht 
(table siupciintendeDt) Iq Prince Muhanimad A'zam Shah Early in 
the ivign of 'Alamglr, a son was bom to Miiza ftfuhajiiniad, who w'as 
nained Mirza Ahmad. Too year? after this, in one of the cities of the 
Deccan, this august personage ('Alivardi) look his birth and ivas 
named Mirza Mu ham mad *Ati. During his chifdhood, on account nf 
the intimacy of his parents, he used to visit the harcTii of the prince. 
When he reached the age of maturity. Mirzii Ahmad was appointed to 
Ihc charge of the butleiy idrtnk department) and Mirza Md, to 
that <d the gold-embroidery and sotmtimes to the superintendence of 
the elephant stables, of Prince Md, A'zam Shith, Very often [if>] 
they had the honour of speaking to the piincc. 

.After the death of 'AJaingir, when a war [of succc»i<»n] broke 
out among his sons, Mirza Md. 'Ali accompanied Md, ,^*zani Shah 
with great steadiness, and received a bullet (/i>} wound. After the 
prince had been slain [Slh June 1707]. Mirza Md.. Mirza Ahmad, 
and Mina Md. ‘Ati retired to scclusbn ti.c. unqmplojTnent.) in proof 
of their fidelity to their old master. But as it U necessary for men 
to seek their daily fotKl without lesorting t*> meanness, (batjadT-i- 
mAld-yadd), after some time this august peisonagc entered ihe 

Walashahi cavalry (riaifn), under Artianal Khiin Naqda... y- 

Samsdinuddaula and other [nobles,] In the end, his lofty spirit dis¬ 
liked such unworthy employments, and pmmpled by his se^ of 
honour and pride, he (resigned and) retired to seclusion in hU own 
lioust tike a pearl into its shell. 

At this time Mirza Ahmad went on a pilgrimage to Hcjlz. and 
after some years remmed to India. As this exalted pereonage was 
greatly feeling the pinch of poverty, and the star of his forttmc was 
in the ascendant in the eastern onuntry,-prompted by ihe voice of 
the invisible world ii.e..} the call of his father. Mirza Md., who wils 
living .at KaUk under Shuja*-ud-dtn Md. Khan.— he in the first year 
of Muhammad Shah's reign (1719) for Bengal, with a view f 

going to Orisiia. with his wife and daughlere. m the greateat helpless* 


When he reached Murshidabad, as Ja'fai Khan [Mmshid Quh 11 
dmwed no favour to him. but rather, (2a) as the well-known tradition 
goes, wanted in do him harm.-Ja'fax Khan's wife, out of regmd hir 
their distant relationship, give him warning about Ja far Khan s 
hostile intention and advised him to go to Katak. So Ahvatdi started 
for that place, relying on God's help, and interviewed Shnja-nd-din 
Md. Khan, the sondn-law of Ja'far Khan, who was then [deputy) 
governor of the province of Katak. The Khan honpuretl his noWe 
guest, assigned a monthly pensjon of 8 s. 100 on him. and on seeing 
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Iiim cndowecJ with good judgment and other high quaHticSt ordered 
him lo cunduct certaia uorks of ihe revenue department. When the^e 
tasilti were done admirably well, he appointed 'Aliv^ardi to some 
important faujdarships [district magistracy] in the province. 

At that time tvvci or three refractory j^amindains of that country 
had raised the standard of revdt Shoja-ud-dio Md. Khiin sent many 
of his high officers and troop? untlcr 'Alivardl to suppress thc!?e dis¬ 
turbers. This horup \iith great bravery^ suppre^d the rebeb, very 
nicely restored the broken administradun of these districts, and 
returned with victory. 

Shoja’-ud-din Md. Khan, on seeing the wisdom, acuteness of 
tzt) genius, bravery and dexterity of 'Alivardi^ knew him ta be the 
chief supporter of his administiatiaa^ and Increased his rankn 

.^bout this Vime, Mirza Ahmads who after hU return from the 
Holy Land, liad become known under the Utle ol Haji Ahmad, at the 
inxitation of his brother^ turned hLs face to^v-ards Bengal, along with 
his sons* Md. Ha^, Md. Sa'id, and Md^ Hashim. WTien they arrived 
at Katak. Haji Ahmad was given a salary of Rs. 50^ and hb sons 
Ks. 30, 20 aod 15 respectively and taken into service. 


U 

When JaTar Khan died [on 301 h June 1727]. his granebon 
Sarfaraifi Khan, the son of Shuja^ud-din Md. Khan, sal on the masnad 
of ruleCp iis fits heir. Shu;p'-ud-dia Md, KhaOi on getting new's of it 
at Katak, although he had a strong desire for the Governorship of 
Bengal on account of its dignity* yet considering that il he set out to 
wrest tlie country^ from his son and by chance failed to gel it by 
peaceful means, war with his son would become necessary, desired 
to give up that intentiort. At last, by the advice of thb sagaciotis 
cciunseilDf rANvardih he decided to atari for HengaL When he arrived 
near Mur^iklabad, SatfaraK Klian at fin^t at the instigation gf some 
wTetches, thought of fighting his father. (311). But when goodness 
took root in his heart, he gave up this mischk-vnus design, hastened 
to welcome his blher by advancing 1 and deemed it proper lo submit 
to hi5 father iu every matter, 

Shuja’-ud-din Md Kh. alter occupying ihc thmne of BengaL 
deemed hLs attamment of this dignity as due to the wise advice of tins 
unrivalled counsellor and afterwards did not transact any affair, great 
or small, of the kingdom without the consent and advice of this august 
pewn (’Alivardi), Appointing him faujdar of Akbamagar 
fRajmahal)* be conferred on him a high mansab from the Empertir 
Wid the title of ^Alivardi Khan. Haji Ahmad was appointed to the 




AUVlRDl rJEPUrV COVEH^OE of E!HAR 


83 


charge nf the Sair fland ciiiitoim) of 3 fmi^hi«;l;ibAdp aitd Mirza ^FcL 
Riiiii, Baklihiu of iIip jNawib's) menial r^^iA'ants. 

Shah KliSaiun, rhp sEei^^isler of Haji Ahmad was at this tim« 
married to Mir Md. Ja^far Khan the son of Sayyid +^niad Najafi, 
J>eUd]s about this Khanani^ who later attained to |he SLibahdTm of 
Hen^al. will be shoitly aFitr narrated in this btiok. 

'Alivardi, after hein^ enlRistcd w'ilh Qic charge of Akbaniagar, 
set out for that plact\ As all ibe btsiioiNs of his government was 
rnatk^ by Shup^ud daula (stc) dependent on the advke ot 'Alivardh 
tlie latttT iist^i to visit ^tiiniliidabad every vear+ 'Alivardi 

hLiving fully gained control oF all the affairs of government and 
finance^ the settlement of every business as advised by ' AlivanJj was 
immediately agreed to and executed by Shnia'nti-daubh, And 
'Alivardi, through his shrewdness of intellect gained such a knowledge 
of (he mind of Shnja" dial as soon as an idea (or wish} was fonned 
in the bmast of Shuia/, before he could speak of it, 'Alivardi divined 
it, and every piau suggested by 'Alivardi was adopted by Shiija^ULh 
ilaulah, through his excellent good counsel. 

At the tinic that the Emperor Muhammad Shah appointed 
Kam^am-ud-daulah Amir ui-umara ^ nuzim of stibah Biha^r, vic^ 
Fakhr^ud-daulah,-—Samsam~ud-daulah+ who w’as the medium of Shuja^s 
businta-i at the imperial Court and eager to promote hk interests, 
appeinte?! Shuju' as his deputy in ihc government of Bihar. Shuja\ 
deeming it inexpedient to go from Henga] to Bihar and finding none 
of his comrades and kinsmen competent for the task, wished to ^od 
r-m: of hJs sons» either S^iJ-fa^a^ Khan nr Muhammad Naqr, as hU 
deput)' to Bihar- But Sarfaraz":* mother refused to pan with her son. 
and (the Nawab) did not deem it proper to send MuJiammad Naqi 
Khan, who was from a different mother: and nobody else was (4 ej) 
fuimd fit fnr ^^uch ^n important charge; Shuja' urged 'Alivardi to 
take this office. 'Alivardi at hrsi declined< but on being repeatedly 
pressed bv agreed. The wife of Shuja'-ud-daidah, who had worked 
tqton her husband to confer this post on 'Alivardi, after taking from 
him (oaths of) fidelity* orckred 'Alivardi to appear before her harem 
and receivf the robe of office as (wJiii) subabdar of i^atua. After 
patting the Khil'at on, he went to Shuii' to offer his ffianks; Shnja* 
gave him a sword, a dagger, a jewelled sarpeck^ a one elephant 

with a hauda {iardbUi low^ers}* and other presents. After a few days, 
in the i5ih year of the reign of Muhammad Shah (which began oa 9 
Rabi S. TI45 A.H., 18 Sept, 1732]^ he gave 'Alivardi for Patna. 

'Alivardi went there and occupied ihc scat of governor. 

^ Md. Sh^'ji unk'UiJIy i:auat«d frnm the day oE aepoaitk>n of 

F^Lrnikh;niiy;ir- ife Qctuiitly sat mn tht thione on ijtb Ziq. 11 r A.IT. = rStfa 
Sep., 1719, 
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M 'AUvardi conducti'd the admintslradaD of that prif)\iftcc in (46) 
the mo5t excellcnL in'ay, he by nrdiT of Shuja’, came to Bengal the next 
year and interviewed Shujii'. After inv'estigatfng certain charges \vhich 
had been the cauac of his being summoned to Bengal, Shuja' covered 
the Khan with his favours a second time and sent him off to his charge, 
Jn the course of these years, at the request of Slnija', ‘AJivardi leceivc+l 
(from the Emperor) the lofty title of Mahabat Jang and a fringed 
pfiilti. 


Ill 

In the 2Tst year of Muhammad Shah ^1739), Shuji'^iid-daiilah 
died (on J3th March i 739 ) 12 years of governing Bengal, from 

long'Standing mutually contrary diseases and prostration (saqut) and 
his son ‘ALi-ud-dauIah succeeded to the governorship as his heir. His 
Highness Was indeed a unique one of the age in respect of propriety 
and rectitude. Though eveiy kind of the instrumcnls of pleasure and 
repose was ready to his hand, and he was of youthful age, he did not 
at all incline to these things, but fully engaged himself in performing 
the hve daily prayers with the miwafii in the mosque, fasting 
continually for the three months Rajab, Sha'bsin and fsu) Ramjtnn, 
the ]2tli and lyih days of the new moon, in every month, Thursdays, 
and especially on every day on the merit (eminence) of which there is 
a Tradition. He considered it his duly to recite and copy the (^urdn. 
During liis rule for one year, throughout which the author of this b(K>k 
ttas constantly in attendance on him day and night, he never saw a 
single instance of righteous anger on his part—not to speak of 
unreasonable pai^iunl All the inhabitants of his realm, being saved 
from oppression, slept in composure of mind, and every group of men 
earned their livelihood withnut dilhculty. 

But the essence of the matter is this that, in spite of these noble 
qualities, this Nawab -n-as forgetful of the art of governing and 

commanding others, and the requirements of vigilance and caution,_ 

which are necessary in this world. Hence not having any sliare of 
worldly wisdom, he fell a prey to the deception of his eacmies. Unlike 
the kings and governors of the present day, who are bent on injuring 
and disgracing all who had been ofTtcers or comrades of their fathers 
and grandfathers and al] who had enjoyed honour and exaltation before 
their own accession—SarfaiSs Khan did not at all change the position 
and treatment nf any of the pemons appointed by his father or his 
personal friends, but retained each of them in his fonntr post The 
three chief pillars of the Slate of Shuja' ud-danlah were RiiH-raran 
(the Officer of the Kbalsa). Jagatseth, and jraji Ahmad, though ih- 
new Nawab knew for certain that these three, especially Hiljl \hmqd 
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WiiTQ his cnemii^s, yet he did (5*) not tail to treat Ihein well and to 
honour them in any way, outwardly or iiitvafdly* 

But many of tht nobler and ministers of this Kawab* such as Mir 
Murtaza, Ilaji Lutf 'Alh Mardan 'Ali Khan antJ others, who bor^ 
a long-standing enmiiy to Haji Ahmad, at this lime ^pokc words of 
scoffing and insult to him* and alw’ays mentioned to the Kawab, In 
diverse w^ays. many instances of HajI Ahmad's disloysl intentions and 
enmity.—which had occurred in all directions. And so, (at laslj the 
Xawab look aw^ay from Haji Ahmad the seal of the diirdw-sJiip, whigh 
he had held since ihe days of Shuja"-nd daiiiah, and gave it to Mir 
Murtaza. He also wished to dismiss ihe Haji's (frftfsAj sondn-law 
’Atanllah Khan from the faujdiiri of Rijmshal and give that post tn 
Hasan Muhammad Khan* his own son’-indaw. Ilaji Ahmad* being 
grieved at these fjcciinrn^cs, and alarmed by ihe slralagcms ol bis 
eftemicis* planned to civcrthrow the foundaiinna of the Nawab^s State: 
having put on the robe of friendship lo conceal his enmity, he 
counselled the Nawab to discharge most nf his tmopw. on the pica nf 
effecting economy h so that not more tlian three or fuin thousand 
troopers were retaineil in Sicrvicc. Ar this lime litfiiU the sons of the 
Haji^ namely Sa'id Ahmad Khan from Rangpor and Zain-udHfin 
Ahmad Klian Irom Patm* arrived lo pay their respect? Ip the Kawab. 
Minnchihr Khiln and other enemies o£ Haji Ahmad, gave the Nawab 
the advice to Throw into prison; the Haji (6d) and his sonsj so that if 
on die impriscnmeiit of these, Maiiabat Jang wished lo rebel and 
to war, he would be deprived of the power of ihe Haji. Sarfaraz did 
nut cun-^m: nay, from his extreme purity of heart, he revealed to 
Haji Ahmad this secret advice, But Haji Ahmadp being in no wav 
reassured in mind, wrote to '^livardi Khan about ♦he above matter 
and also smie slanders about the Nawab w^hkh had no foundation at 
all. He thus turned 'AHvardi's heart away fitatn Sarfara^, 

'Alivardi, as was only bumaB and out of regard for hk honour, 
fell into doubt and despakg and planning heuv tu prevent injury to 
him.=ielf, w^mte to Jngai Kishor, who held the post of Wakil on behalf 
of 'Alivardi and Sarfaraz at the imperial Court, a tetter containing 
the above sayings tuf Haji Ahmad], and his own prayer that If the 
governorship of Patna substantively and in Intness of aulhority w'cre 
conferred on him hy the Empcr^ir, he would gain relief from this alarm 
and cut off all connection with the governor of Bengal. M Jugal 
Ki.=ihQr was nol well dkpo^d towards *A]ivardi, he Bent thk letter in 
the original lo Sarfaiiz Kham After this, Sarfaraz gave full credence 
to the words of the enemies of Haji Ahmad, Therefore the Nawab in 
displeasure issued orders for ihc submission of accounts of the income 
and expenditure of suboh Patna* and recalled the tmojis that had been 
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post.^ thDrc siDCP the clays nf Shtij 5 ‘-ud-diulah. As (6&) f« the people 
fanny captains) whn by delaying to carry oiit (these) orders, showed 
Ibeir Loncnrd with his enemy,—he sent a message of threat to them 
and ordcrecj the t,iking back of certam gifts, which Shuji'-od-datilah 
had given them when first posting them to Bihar. 

In the mfdst of these tilings, in order lo conciliate llic alarmed 
mmd c)f Hiji Ahmad, who was the rauso of this disturbance and trouble, 

his daughter s child) (o one of the ^^aw.^h■s sons,-as a means nf 
ikalling 11^ Hap among his peers, and thus tumjug the displeasure nd 
liiiarm! which had become public talk into friendship and relationship. 

V wfotc in shameful language to 'AJivardi. "The 

Nawab ban disgmced and degreded me beyond limit, am) now it has 
reached tho point of destroying my family honour. He demands bv 
hirer, the daughter of 'Atiullah. who has been betrothed to Mi™ 
Jiih^mad, the son Zam ud^lin Ahmad Khan, for his own son". 

^ t ^ ('Alivardi) in support of 

his faihers wo«k. (Bui) there his second son Zain-ud^din Ahmad 

n ^ Hot agree to commit the sin of deceiving his uncle, 

tti fact. Ahwdi did not entertain the least desire of opposing and 
lighting Sarfamz Khiin. The autlior has heard from this personage's 
c-wn ii^^thoui the mediation of a reporter, "I iva. living in Painn 
m perfect happiness and possessed of every (7a) material of pnjiperrty 
and poivcr. 11 was only through the instigation of Haji Ahmad and 
.aid Ahmad Khan that T liave thrown myself into this dangerous 
whirlpool and thus become cursed by mankind and punished by God", 
ihe truth of this speech of ‘Alivardi is proved by the fact that the 
calamitu^s and loss that descended on tile creatures of Got! during the 
t? yeais of his rule, from the sotw of Zain-ud-diu Ahmad Klian. clearly 
indicated their wickedness nf intention and villainy. 

When these deceptive letters rearbed the limit of excess. 'Alivardi 
ml liimself CQTTipt^kd to lindenake this fully dangerous expedition, 
woausc lo incn of tsonour I he guarding of (family) iionuiir is ihe highest 
of all duties. He was then encamped on the (ank of Waris Khan in 
the city of Ratna, engaged in administering ihe xubah of Bihar. He 
marched from (hat niaui’a with seven or eight thousand hoRe to the 
east side of the city, in llw mahal of Ja'far Khan's Garden, and set 
up his bannem for the journey to Bengal. In the course of his march, 
at the passofSikrigali, which was then in the charge of 'Ataullah Khan 
the softHndaw ol Hajl Ahmad, on behalf of 'Alivardi.-‘Ataullah ioined 
him out of regard for ihcir relationship. After crossing the pass 
(unopposed) he reached Rajmahal and wTOtc a letter to Smfaiaz KMn 
to this purport: "As the huimliation and trouhling of Jlaji Ahmarl 
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KhRn has reached an extreme, and taken the form of dt^troying our 
family honour, this slave, consitiering it ubligafon' on himself to guard 
fiis family (76) hcmoiir, has arrived at this place. I have no other 
interition than loyahy and service to you. I pray that out of your 
grace as my master you would allow Haji Ahmad to come away with 
his fcimily", 

Sarfaraz, who up to this time had no intelligence of this march 
ai all, was surprised at this occinrence* and hesilaled whether to give 
coMfe to Haji Ahmad or not. .\! last he was coiUiselled to [dlovv him 
lo gn away with his family ami property. At this time Haji Ainmd, 
told the Nawab through mediators, "Muhammad 'Alivardi Khan h 
at heart IotoI and obedient to you. Don't set out to fight a sert-ant 
whom there h no reason to suspect of hostility lo you. After comin,^ 
In yonr presence * he will state his praj-ers and ad according to your 
orders, lit in opposition to my pntyer, and al the suggestion of th» 
euemies of your Static you issue to encounter 'Alivardi* tberc the 
danger that for the sake of saving his own life aud faiiiity honour, 
he would do s^imething which w^uuld be the cause of his bad name 
in thii world and Uie next/* SarfaraK was not perfectly composed in 
mind as to ending the hostility of *Aiivardi by merely sending away 
Hiijl Ahmad KMn, (and >'et) on tlw conlran' delay took place in the 
Kawah's issuing from his palace for repelling his enemy. At last at 
the urging of Mardan Wll Khan, (Sa] wfio bore the greatest enmity In 
Haji Ahmad and his follower^p on Wedne^flay, 22 Muharram year 
1152 (should be 1153. = Tuesday Sth April 1740). Sarfaraz issued 
(rom his palace with four thousand cavaliy^ in order to fight the enemy; 
and after three or four marches limited on the bank of the nAM oJ 
Xhumra. At this place Basant the ennuch and Shuji 'Q^uU Khan 
the faujdar of Hughli who hud been sent by Sarftii^i to 'Alivardi to 
ascertain Ihe ml stale of things, relumed with Hakitn Muhammad 
*Aiii the envoy of ■ Alik'stdi, interviewed and reported^ "Mahabat 
Jang is obedient and reacly lo curry out your nnlers. He say™* lu 
you,—A\'hcn a master chen^hes a s^?rv4mt and him fmm lowli¬ 

ness to thrp stage of exaltation among his pccR, he coitsiders it 
proper to preserve the dignity of his art of cherishing and the rank 
of his protege^ This bumhlcst of men has been cherished and raLscil 
to honotir by your royaJ house. I consider the rights of your ^iovem- 
nient as in my trust. In rendering service to you I have nut displayed 
ihe least failing, internally or outwardly, at any time. In this nsipect 
1 cao claim superiority to all iSfr) other servants of yarn Majesty. 
I now hope for your granting my two prawrs: By order of 

the late Naw'Ib Shuja-'ud-daulah, I ha\^e enlisted a force for the 
administratiou of ihe subah o£ Bihar, Ific income of thus subah^ 
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owing to increase of expend! lure, cannot meet the p^y of these men. 
They have forcibly brought me to this place m order to realise their 
dues. I pray that you grant se'i’cn lakhs of rupees so that 1 can 
pacify ihein. Secondly^ expel from your Court the party that has 
set your .Majesty's mind against me, and whose chiefs are Mardan 
Ali Khan, Mir Miirtaza. Haji Lutf 'Ali Khan and Muhammad Gha'ts 
Khan, so that this humble servant, being honoured with the accept¬ 
ance of his prayer, may arrive at your audience with true devotion 
and peace of mind, ff you do not agree to it. I request that you 
should separate yourself from these men and send them to attack 
me. If Ifcry triumph, (my) wish will be fultilied. If they arc de¬ 
feated, I shall present m>'sclf before you in the altitude of obedience 
and service, which are the aim of this slave." Having confirmed 
this statement vith oaths, he sent the Qurdn (on which the oath had 
been taken) by the hand of the Hakim named above. 

.As Alardiin 'Ali Khan and others (of hiv faction) enjiiyed (»jo) 
the fullest tru'it of Sarfara/ and had an old feud with Haji Ahmad 
and 'Alivardi, tlicy did no^ m any way agree to avert a baide and 
make a peaceful settlement. They with evil intentions fed the suspi¬ 
cion of their master with false words: and for instigating a fight 
Muhammad Ghaus Kfiin and others sent letters of temptation and 
conciliation and bankers' drafts (Aiooffs) to the chiefs of the artny 
of 'Alivardi. When ihk matter became public knowledge. Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan, the commander of the army, went to ‘Alivarfli anri 
said, "Very soon all the troops will desert to the enemy, and then we 
.'ihall be diamefully put to the sword or made prisoners. We ought 
to remedy the evil before it occurs". Then 'Alivardi saw the gates 
of remedy closed on all sides and became utterly hopeless of the 
acceptance of his request by Sarlariisc; and because no human cou- 
invance can prevent the will i*f God, a thing ratne out of the hidilen 
place of secrets that had .Tcvtr passeil Ihrongh the mind of anybody. 

IV 

The long and short of it is that in the morning of Wednesday 
(9th April 1740) at the halting place on the ba.uk of the river of Suli, 

‘ Alivardi mounted a mas/ elephant for repelling the enemy and 
fumed his face to the lasbkur (Satfarii/.’s camp). Sarfaraz after ascer- 
taining this fact, ordered his mount to be brought, though he had 
intciided to fast fg*) that day. He had not gone out of the circuit 
of his c^p. when a musket ball removed him to the mercy of God. 
After hb death many of his followers fought bravely out of fidelity lo 
their salt. Among them the foremost of heroes, Mir Dilir ‘Ali Khan, 
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ver>' boldly made his way wp to the enemy and fought so wdl that two 
arrovi^ were shot from hk haw, nne of which bit the chest oE ' Alivardh 
blit as his aim was not seconded by the wifi of Clpd it had no effect, 
and the second arrow struck the gnispLcig place of ' A]ivardi''s bow 
so hard that it penetrated to the back nf the bow* At last this hemic 
Sayjid with four or five other persons w^;as slain with the swordi 
Muhammad Ghans Kh^ with tsvo nf his sons and some servants ad¬ 
vanced up to * Alivaidi'E elephant, but wen? all killed. Jlir 

SLrajuddiJi^ Haji Lutf 'Ali Khan, Mir Gadaii Mir Kabuli» Qurbati "Aii 
Khan and many other sardars, after their tnasler had been slain, 
threw away their lives solely to do their duty and avoid the shame of 
flight. (lOfl) Muhammad Iraj Kliau received a 5C\rqre w^ound (tw/ 
# on his head^ and another which rendered hb arm 

posverlcsB. and then fell down : hb son too w-a_s slain* After a time 
he was cured of his wound-i and set free. Sayyid Hasan ^Ali Kh 5 ^, 
Shahamat 'Ali Kban. Nasmllah KhaUp Rai-i-Rayan (the head of the 
Kbaliiia) and many others were wounded. The corpse of Sarfar^ veas 
removed te Bilurshidabad and tniried in one of the buildings of bk 
Audience Chamber. God's pardon be on him! His reign extended 
over one year and tw'o months and a little more ^ his life to ^6 years 
Nothing is ctema] except the Lord of Slavcsn the True. 

The happening of this occurrence from a man like Mahabat Jang 
w:as very' far (from what was expected)- But because his nobl^! 
character w^ adorned with many praiseworthy traits, such as bravery, 
sagacity* mercifulnessp and amiable mannci^ to an extreme degree^ 
and every excellence has its necessary end, hi$ doing of this deed— 
wbich was tmly the effect of God's will and outwardly due to the 
instigation of his nephews and brother— {lob) became the cause of 
his utter liKS. 1 shall, God willmg, narrate the many kinds of favour 
and kind treatment Ehat 'Alivardi Iwstowed on the surviving relatives 
of Sarfar^,, after this occurrence. 

As God had destined the lordship of the realm of Bengal In the 
name of this .Sun of the Sky of Dignity and Fxallationk it happciii:*d 
in the maimer already described by my pen. 'Ahvardi, laking in his 
oivR hand the charge of the government of this country^ in the middle 
of the month of Safar (cr* 30th April 1740) victoriously entered the oily 
of Murshidabad. Before seating himself on the cushion of kingships 
he paid a visit lo Nafisa Begam the daughter of Shuja-^ud-daulah 
and mo^t humbty bpggud jKirdon for bis offences, saying, “ WTial had 
been wiiltt n on the lablet of l>stiny had come to pass, aitd this eternal 
disgrace had been recorded against the name of this ' black-facc * in 
the pages of night and day* But from ihU lime in die end ol my 
life, 1 shall not behave to the humblest of your servants except as 
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your slave. 1 cherish the hope that you will honour this slave's 
suhmission by quickly accepting it." Then he came to the palace, 
and sat on the throne of Bengal at the age of sbily yeare. In accord¬ 
ance with his promise, he left to Nafisa Begam her personal estate 
yielding one lakh of nipecs and (ti/i) a little more per annum, with 
all her property. He granted a separate allowance to cv«y son and 
(Uiughter of the late Nawab, for their suslenaoce. He shotted such 
regard for the outward dignity of Sarfaria's offspring, that he paid 
the greatest attention and kind consideration to the infant son of 
deceased. The property of Sarfarar, that came into his possession 
amounted tr. 38 lakhs of rupees, and according to the popular saying, 
to seventy lakhs, besides jewels, gold and silver vessels, pmcioiis and 
fine articles totalling five krores of rupees. He issued or^rs for 
escheating the property of Haji Lulf 'AH IChan, hliiiuchihr Khan, and 
Mir Jturta/a. But the greatest rigour and oppression was practised by 
hi.*, daughters on the \sife and daughters of SarfariiK in sciring thu 
property inside the harem of the htt Naw3,h. Haji Ahinsd, violating 
ihc duty oi a faithful servant and man of honour, look to himself 
some of the kept uiistrcsses of Sarfaraa, though 'AHvardi was against 
such acts. WTicraas the puulshracnt for wicked acts is always executeil 
by God, though Kiiji AhniJid enjoyed pleasure with them for some 
yearn, yet in the end. according to the verse; 

He vikv digs a pit in hi$ brutker's ground verily falls into U. 
(iifi) he tasted the bitterness of it with the palate of disappointment, 
as will be narrated shortly after in this book : when bearing on hb 
shoulders the load of many kinds of misdeed and oppresaon, he set 
his face to the other world. 


V. 

‘Alivardi afler seating hitnsclf firmly on the IhroiH- made an 
assignment of four lakhs of rupees in cash to his trf*ops as reward 
tin'am)t and cherished them by increasing their pay by one-half. He 
{5aVC the diwani of Khalsa of Ik-ngal with the-govcmnrship of Dacca 
to his own son-in-law Nawozfeh Muhammad Khan, 'Alamcband the 
Rai-i-raian having died in a few days from the bullet wound he had 
received (at Gheria), the diwani of KhMsa wi}h the title of Hai-i-raiin 
WK given vice him, to Chin Rai. Mir Muhammad J'aiar Khan, vice 
Qastm 'Ali Khan the son of his wife's hrotber, was appointed Bakhshi 
of the old troops : NasruilaJi Beg Kluin, otu* of the chief confidants 
of bis house, was appointed Efakhshi of the nerv troops. The charge 
of the imperial flotilla and imperial arliUeiy which was among the 
thief duties at Dacca—was given to his daughters' sons. Mina 
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Jtuhammad .md Mina KSava, The daroKhasliip of his own artillerv 
li-as confcrn»] op Mirza Nasar 'AJj dntilletl Hdtlar 'Mi Khan, llie son 
of the uncit Cam) nf UiLsaii Quli KhSn. The aforesaid Khiln was 
CNnheil among his peeni as the manager of all affairs, great and 

small, of Nawazish Muhaimnad Khin and ihc deputy (goii-drnor} of 
f)accB. ITic of Hajib (Chamberlain) was taken away from Mjr 
Murlaiia and given to his old Hajib Chulain hlusain Khan. 

At thif titne news arrived of tbc death of ishaq Khan Mtitaman* 
nd daulah, who had acted at the Court of the Emperor as the sup¬ 
porter of 'Alivartli. and the mediator in charge of all his btianess. 
and liad urged him to undertake this invasion of Rengal: 'Alivardi 
was alarmed at this occorrence : but at last through the niocliaiion I'f 
sa-d-ud'din Khan, the EmtJeror's Chief of Artillery, he petitioned tlw 
i;mpe]mr, promisrng to send to him the property left behind by 
Sarfaraz. on condition of his hdng gi\'CTi ihe govertuirdiip of Bengal. 
Muhammad Shiih, considerinfi it espedient to grant this tw|iicst. scot 
Murid Khan to escheat the properly of tbc late Kavrab, After Murid 
Khan bad reached patna. ‘Alivardi not considcTittg his coming to 
Mutshidabad advLsabJe. w rote to liim to stay al SikrigaJi for sr^e time, 
promising to go there hiinseJf with llic property and meet Murid Khan. 

So, Ydivardi in the month of Rajah (St-plemUr 17^0) marched 
towards Eojmahal ; after halting there for sometime and meeting 
Murid Klun. he ga^t him seven lakhs of rupees in cash and nearly (izh) 
seventy lakhs of rupees in hind,—jewels, rolws, gold and silver vessels, 
elephants and horses—and sent him back to Delhi. At the end of the 
.month of bh'aban (the bc-’inlting of November 1710) he retonred to 
Murshidabad. In the course of these events, he received from the 
Emperor a sefiod conferring on him the governorship of Bengal with 
the title of Husamiidtkulah. a sanad of the (diwini of that) kingdom 
with the title of Shahamat Jang for Hawkish Muhammad Khan, and 
X the titles of Saulai Jang for Sa'id Ahmad Khan and Haibat JSng for 
Zain-ud-din .Ahmad Khio. and a sanad for ihe deputy governorship 
of Patna and the title of Siabit Jang for ‘Ataullah Khin. 


VI 

Murshid Ouli Khan Rustam Jang, the son-in-law of Sbuji-'ud- 
daulah, who vTas subahdar of Orissa, after the death of Sarfaraz Khan, 
trying to serve tiis own interests sent Aqa Muhammad Taqi Surah to 
make a peaceful settiemeut with ‘Alivardi. M ‘Ali^-aitli had taken 
on himself to resjKct the former rights of this family, he agreed with 
all courtesy and willingness, and sent him back with his d^ire sate- 
fled. But (130) Mirza Baqur Kldn Irfaham, the son-m-law of 
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I^tuishid Qiili Khan, did nol consent to the comproml*ie, Dtsirc for 
the governorship of Hengol always pricked his mind, in spite of the 
fact that he was in no way cajiahle of opposing 'Alivardi,—and he now, 
under the pretence of avenging (the death of Sarfarii), began In 
rebel and go against the advice fof ‘Alivardi). -Aiivardi. on hearing 
of it. wrote to Miirshid QnJi Kltan a letter tn this effect:—'’ I do not 
in any way wish to do you harm ; I have no lit feeling towards yoti. 
But your residence near me is not a cauJ5C of peace of mind to both 
sides. I hope that you will go a\v!iy with your family dependants 
and properly by way of Murshidabad to Hindustan, or by that mute 
to the Deccan." Mtirshid Quli Khan who knew that he had not the 
strength to fight 'AJivardi, wished to prefer peace to hostility and 
give up his opposition and dialiirhance- But his son-in-kw MirzTi 
Baqar Isfah^i, whose head had not yet cast off the ambition of 
Piling Bengal, so strongly urged and instigated Murshid Quli Khan 
not to make peace, that the latter sent a reply (13(1) dosing the paths 
of peace. 'Afivardi, on Icaniiag of it, left Haji .^hrnad and Shahamat 
Jang as his deputies in Muj^Ldabad. started from the city with ton 
or twelve thousand cavclry at the beginning of the month of Shaww-rii 
(Docember 1740) towards Kalak lor fightiug Mtitaliid Quli Khan, 
Murshid Quli, also, making war preparations with a view to re- 
pelling his enemy, issued from KataJt, passed through IJalcsar, and 
reached the village of Phnhvari on the bank of the river of B.aJesar. 
Here, at a knotty {mahal-i-qsib) place on all sides of which there 
w^re jungles and ^/as and when? it was difficult for an enemy to 
deliver an assaidl, he planted nearly three hundred pieces of artillety. 
large and small, round his encampm-m. and gained stability and com* 
^surc of mind. 'AlivartU marching by way of Medmipur and 
Jalesar. encamped on the opposite side of tliat river at a distance of 
a few kas from the enriny s camp. Hia stay was in the cnemv's 
territory, and the zamindifT of that country' failed to supply him with 
grain and olher provisions,—nay, even the grain sent from Nitavun. 
garh and other places by the collectors of the NawOb were robbed pn 
the way by the zamindirs. For this reason the price of thinp rose 
very high and the mm of the camp put to di^Lress hUnJi 

Baqar Khan, on hearing of it, in spite of Murshid Quli Khiu fr4«) 
hanng forbidden him to altempt to give battle and leave that well- 
protected place, did not listen to the counsel, but at the end of Zia'aifq 
(early in Febniaij' 1741) issued from his camp for fighting. ■Aiivardi 
on getti^^new^ of the advance of the enemy, mde out to oppose 
ta. When the two foneci came closer together, his troops byXir 
first cl^rge captured the anillery of the enemy, because they bad 
neglected that wmg and leasing their guns in positm„ had hi^tened 
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to give Thun ^ battle uf rrku$krt5 and mckels bdween Lhe Iwn 

sidt^ beganp many \vete slain of ^vniinded! ip both tlie antiti!^. 
Murshid Qnli Khan, in s^pite of most nf bh ^1dkr> having dispersed^ 
made a very firni stand and fonght so well that some of 'Alivardi's 
tmops fted away, so that his elephanrs Jmida became visible. At 
that lime MmA Baqar Khan, wishing that the credit of the victory 
should be his, left Im position in the right wing cif his army, advanced 
against ihi* left wing of hk oppmenls, where Mir iVriihaTfiniad J'athT 
Khan, Qasim 'Alt Khan anf! others were standing, and began a 
(fiand-in-hand) fight. Som-e fixperienced troopei of 'Alivarcli were 
shaken and took to FUght, so that k seemed likely that a disa^ster 
would befall hi? army^—when Mir Muliaminad J^afar Khan and 
others, being stcengtliened by the arrival of reinforcementst (i^i) 
made repeated charges and broke the Ho2 of the enemy^s fomiatiott* 
By order of th^.' Na%vab, who at tliii time deciiiied it expedient* his 
drummers beat the imisic at vktorj'. His troops, on hearing the vic¬ 
torious peal* again set their faces to repelling the enemy. 

Mirza Baqar Khiini seeing that be had no power left for fighting, 
retreated towards Murshid QuIi Khan, As he =iaw no troo^ys there, he 
reali/^'d that victory was not to l»e bis* and mrtiixl his face to flight, 
along with (Miirshid ^uli). VAlivardi on seeing the victory of his 
anny^ pros!rated himself to thank Godn and advancing from (haI place, 
encamped at the place of the enemy's camp. Mni^hid QuH and 
Mirza Bagar, arrivii^ at the port of Balesar* embarked on a ship 
which they had kept ready there for such a day* took with themselves 
snch of their women and property as th^y cotild lay hands on, and 
set their faces to the ports of ihc Deccan. 

*Alivardj, passing through Balcsar. by siicctisshe marches reached 
Katak. His officers seized a Lirtle of the properly left behind by 
Mui^hid QuU Khan amounting to nearly t'.vo lakhs of rupees in cajh 
and about the same amount of goods. (i5al He appointed S*aid 
Ahmad Khan Saul at Jang governor of Katak and sot gut on return 
to Murshidabad ; which he reached at the end of the manth of Safar 
(end of ApriJ 1741}. Qiibim *Ali Khan w'as appointed faujdar of 
Rangpur, vice Saulat Jang, no^v created governor of Katak snbah. 


vn 

Jang is made prisoner by Mirzd Bdqar Rhdn, solely 
through his negligence and fauRy arrangements; he is released from 
this distress by Providence.^ 

Sanlat Jang, after becomiog gnveTttor of Katak, by teasnn of his 
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only a tmall contiTtgent of his owa^ and none among the troops 
i)t Aliv'ardt except Gnjar Khan jam%d^_r tcitiairung with liim, UM>k 
into hEs serii'ice the sotdieni of ^Iiirshkl Quli Khan who Imcl imt aocont 
p^mied him fin flight) but remained eji KiaLak, Thmugh evil 
coLiri^h^ sttliough lie had not so Jorge a force of his own that he 
Could have overcame ihe Jioslility of these mtiij he displeased them 
by unreasonable demands for the cefuDding of the advances they had 
received ; he asketi them to letum ihe pay, allowances and advances 
that Miic=hid Quli Khlti had given them at the time o( tlic bat do- 
rbesides tills, in hisi liaughHness and conceit, he behaved very hadlv 
tu high anil low alike. There [ore, the tmops, becoming esitanged and 
disgusted with IiLh manners and artion, turned to plans for 
getting rid of him. They wmte and senr to MitKa Baqar Khan—who 
vvns stationed in the Deccan country at the distance of nine or ten 
days' niarrh (from Kata.k)“lctlers professing obedience to him. and 
inviring him to come and capture Saulat jatig. 

Minsa Biiqarp seising Hu's heaven-sent opporluphy started for 
Katak. The liffstilv soldiers in Kfitak, on hearing of the march af 
i\rira Baqar, tailed disturbances and mtitiay nn the plea of demand 
ing llicir pay etc., from Saulat Jang, vvho sem Gujar Khan joma'dar, 
his ccinfidaiit, to them to quench this fire of re volt. The mutineers, 
emboldened by iho acar approach of Mir2f5 Baqar, canried away CiUiar 
Khfm (as prisoner) ; and. as Saulat Jang h5!d no troops with him fur 
his protecfion, ihe icbcis suddenly entered the fort (of Rarabati), 
captured Sanlat Jang with his women and children, and wrote to 
MifKa Haqar about their success. Mira Bdqar speedily reached 
Kaiak, enteted the palace, confined Saulat Jang witJi his family in a 
place close to his own residence, and tried to win the hearts of the 
public by gifts of money fiCwh 

'^Aliviirdi on hearing of it, onl with 20,000 cavalry and 30,000 
infantry for restoring die broken government of the province of Katak 
and releasing Saulat Jang, in stirh-and-sucli ifui^n] month and vear 
Though the suppression of Haqar w^s not so difSciiJt a task that the 
Nawab should undcrlake it ip penson, yet 'Alivaudi feared that Mir^a 
Baqar had been emboldened to take this step by the supptirt of 
Niz^m-ul-mulk Asaf Jah. His army crossed Modinipur * the deputy 
of Mira Baqar in Balesm^ fled away to Katak at the nevvs of the 
approach of 'Als\^rdi, who advanced through Balcswar towards 
Katak. 

Mirza Biiqar Kbin had given many kinds of favours, in words 
and things^ to the troops, hoping to make them support him ; he 
wished to out for opprusing 'Alivardi ; hui the troops declared that 
they not strong enough to fight ^AJivardi's vast army. Mirzi 
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Baqar of tht* support of troops, h^tl no help but 

to leave hU usurped kingdom ; he scot away a£ much property as he 
coiild beforehard ; and then on LeariDg of the near arrival nf 
'AJivirtli's army, set out on his letum to the Defran. Placing Saulat 
Jang in a cart (nith), he posted a party of Telingas and a few Mughali 
around him with orders lo slay him if the troops of 'Alivardi arriver! 
near them tn rescue him. 

When 'Alivardi received news of the flight of Slir^a Plaifar and 
the evacuation of the city of Katak, he from two or three stages before 
that city' sent Mir Muhammad J'alar Khan the Bakhshi and fphulara 
Miistafa Khan, two chiefs of his army, with other men. to pursue the 
enemy, with orders to get poas..'ssi(iti of Sauial jaug $ person in any 
way they could. The two Khans, with the speed of the wind and 
timnder, reached Kutak. cnissed the river Katjhuri rvhich lies on the 
further side or the city, and went on the tracer of the enctny. After 
traversing one ftos, while Miria Bat|ar Khm was a short dislatice in 
advance and the cart of Saulat Jang ^vas lagging behind him, the two 
generals reached the cart hrst. The soldiers of Mirza Baqar Khan 
who 117(1) had been ordered to day him, made some thrusts w'iih 
their spears into the covered cart from the outside, I Jut providen¬ 
tially no harm reached the person of Saulat jang 1 rather the two 
Slughals who bad been placed inside tUc cart by Miria Baqar Ivlwn 
to kill him, and who having been wf>o over by Saulat Jang had done 
him no hurt, were wounded by these spwre. Just then Cbulam 
Mustafa Khan and Mir .Muhammad J'afai Khan arrived riear the cart, 
drove awny tlic few soldiers temaining arniind it, and brought Saulat 
Jang nut of the vehicle. A.i it tvas n.<!cle«s to go in pursuit of Mitzii 
Baqar Khan 011 account of the long distance, the two generals brought 
Saulat Jang with themselves lo '.Mivardi, who prostrated himself in 
ihonking Goil for this act of grace. 

/tfUr regulating the affairs of that disturbed country, he dcemH 
it inc\pedicnt to leave Saulat lang there, placed Miikhlis AU Kiiftn, 
a son-in-law {khesk) of Haji .Ahmad as deputy governor of that subah. 
and set out on return to his capital, li^h) After two or three niamhcs 
hv reached lihadtak ; 'AlK'ardi by advice of Gbulara Mustafa Khan, 

_who wa.s eS'iltcd above aU the other captains by reason of his Firm 

loyalty and devotion,.—rcmovetl Mukhlis 'Ali and sent Shaikh 
Muhainmad M‘asum to govern Kaiak, When his army rtachwl 
Biilesar, he detached a part of his troops to plunder ami ravage the 
tetrilory of Mavurbbanj. whose samindar had allied him-self to the 
enemy.' Immediately on receiving this order, his army, like the wavtv 
of the ocean, set out for the Raja's capital, spared nothing ip plun¬ 
dering and enslaving, in a few days threw the earth of that city 
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{q^sbit) up into the wind, and brought iJtnimiids of childreP. 

oiale and female, os capt^v^- 

Alter thk raid^ hh army by reached Mcdicdpur in 

a few days. Leaving that place, he encamped at Jhinkaia, two 
stages beyond Medimpyr, Here a strange insident occurred which no 
man had ever imagined in his mind, (t8rfj 


viir 

Kaghuji Bhonsl^p one of the leading JLamtha sardars, and the 
possessor of the sobah of Bcrar, outwardly on seeing the weakness of 
the sultani government, but inw^dly at the instigatiori nf Nizam 
ubmulk Asaf Jilh, with the object of conquering the kingdom of Bengal 
if possible, or else for etacUng which w^as customary in all 

die (other) provinces of Hind, but from which Bengal had been free* 
—sent Bhafikar Pandit, one of his noted chiefs, wuth neariy ^0,000 
horse to Bengal. Bhaskar afier passing fhmugh the ^vildemcss 
(jungles) by ivay of the hills of Orissa, wished to enter Bengal, but 
hnding no way on that ^de, twnwd to the pass of Pachet, which ts 
eight inarches west oi Alurshidabad* "Alivatdi. learning this news at 
Jhinkaraf at first did not give errdat to the report, because never since 
the birth of Bengal ^ had the name of Maratha reached the cats of the 
people of that country p nud the path for entering that kingdom had 
apparently been canhned to the well-known route by the pass of 
Sikrigali. 

When 'Alivardi reached Mtii'ank Manzil, ihc nevys was verified 
that the ^farathas had crossed the pi^s of Pachet and arrived near 
die ckakla on the Erontier of Burdw'an. ".Alivardip after his return 
from Kat^k, as he had no anticipation of tmubk in any direction and 
saw no man as hi-s probable enemy, had dismissed many tnoiops, and 
now had not more than five or six thousand cavalry wUh him, an<t 
many of these too had taken (iSfi) the road to Mui^hidabad, thinking 
that them was no danger on the way and the anny earning (soon) 
to Miirsludabad ; stj that ^^livTirdi wa^ accompanied by not mote than 
3 or 4 thousand cavalry^ and 4 or 5 thousand infantry of the iopkk^nirh^ 
After reflcclion, by the advice nf Ghulam Mustafa Khan, he deeded 
to leave the city of Bard wan,—which was pre-eminent among the 
parganahi of Bengal by reason of ils abun lance of grain and plenty 
of bouses close in the rear of his army, and engage in re¬ 

pelling the enemy. So determined, he itiarrhed from Mtibarak Manzil 
and on the second day alighted in Bardwati. Alter one or two days, 
the enemy's troops came in sight. The Bengal army advanced In 
Tight* and both sides made frantic esertionx {IH., lik<? animal when 
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bcii^ datightercd), Sumc solciitrs iftTre "ivQuiidefi, imd pur mtip ns 
turocd to thi'ir halting place. 

At that time envoys from the two sides opened oegotiationii ; and 
Ehaskar, ^ing that wathouL hard fighting it was diRiciiU for him to 
gain his object, sent a message that he would reinm to bis own eountTy 
if 'Alivardi paid him ten la^kh.^ of rupees. The Nawab, in his own 
view and by (if^) the advice of Cihutiin Mustafa Khan, deemed 
aeceptance inadvisable, and replied that he wouJd fight. After some 
days had passed in this w.iy, although the Navrab wished to engage 
an open fieJd-battle, yet as Ihc 3 ilaratha war-tacties arc flight and 
attack only when their enemy is off hts guard, it could not tome to 
pass. So he planned to leave hiz heavy things like waggons and carls 
in hts camping place, and attack the Afarath-as with a sdect (light) 
force. 

According to thi^ design he rode out in the morning, issuing strict 
orders to his iroops to leave their baggage {biilnr} on the camping 
ground ant! not to allow the [camp^ollowers] to join the fighting 
column. But the camp people, in feat of the >taratha?i did not listen 
to him and forced their w-ay into the column of soldiers, \^Ticn they 
had traversed only a pan of the way^ fhc enemy horse attacked from 
four sides and began to Fight. That day there was severe fighting, on 
both sides ; in our anuy one chief Musahflj Khan, the eldc^ son of 
'Umar Khan, was slain. Fighting in thi^ w^ay, 'Alivardi tnadc 
>vay towards thr^ camp of Ihc- enemy, till the evening At that 

timcn finding that It \y^ impossible to return to his o>vn camp or to 
reach the halting place of the enemy, he was forced to encamp at the 
place at which he had arrived. It so happened that this (19^1) pinto 
was covered with dirty mud ow ing to rain. That day all the pfoporly 
of the entire army was captured by the enemy^ witli the cxceplion of 
four or five palkis and a small red IcJ^l which had been 

pitched on a mound for the Kaw'ab. 

After passing that night in the midst of every land of discomfort 
and difficulty, next morning ihe Nawab sent a preposaJ of peace to 
Bhiiskar That general, premd of having captured all the property of 
the Naw-ab’s camp, replied, *‘You. have now no power fo fight and 
1 have encircled all your tnwps, whom I shall soon make prisoners. 
But as you are reckoned one of the high noble? of Hindustan, if you 
wish fo escape fpim thij^ destmrtion. ^nd me one kror of rupees in 
cash and all the elephants of your camp, and I shall withdraw my 
hand from doing you any harm or obstructing your return to 
Murshidabad.'' That day great discord and weakness fell oti our army, 
and out of tlie nearly thret; ihouiiand cav^ry thai w-^cre collected in a 
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body round the Nawab, [many) on leaTning of the distraction ami 
anxiety, viished to go owr to the en'imy. 

Raja Janki Ram, the diwau of the household of the Nawab anti 
the army, reported to 'Alivatdi, ‘'The prcdomitiance of the enemy hiii 
reached excess and the small force now w’ith you, on faod) hearing nf 
this state of things are thitiHng of going over to the enemy ; therefore, 
in these ciicumstances it is proper for you to consent to peace and to 
give up the elephants—which ate not of imporlancc in Bengal : and 
as for the money demanded. 1 shall provide it thus, forty lakhs ca^h 
now in the treasury of the imperial revenue and the balan^ by means 
of loaas fic." The other coun'^ellors supported the advice of Janki 
Ram. But ‘Alivardi, out of his bravery and sense of honour, did not 
agree, and replied, “ 1 shall never agree to sucb a Eh'gradadon. but 
by fighting the fea/irs I ?ball defeat them. Instead of giving this 
money to the enemy iitider such humiUation, it is better that, God 
willing, after fighting the battle 1 shall pay ten lakhs of rupees as 
reward to the faithful soldiers who wll loyally and bravely sacrifice 
their lives in this war.” Ghulam Mustafa Khan and all the jama'dars 
whose firmness had not been shaken, reproaching (this cowardly 
advice) said, " With the backing of forty swords a kingdom can be 
conquered. We are more than one thousand men, consider it an 
act of extieme cowardice (sob) to yield to such meanness and despair. 
By the help of God. we shall give battle to ibc enemy and gain the 
victory. So long as Ghulam Mustafa Khan is alive, he cousideis hl^ 
head as attached to the shoe of the horse of the meanest of the slaves 
of Mahabat Jong." 

On hearing these words, all the soldiere gaiued mastery (over their 
despair) and somehow or other safely pa-ssed the day till night at that 
place full of mud, surrounded on all four sides by the enemy. WTten 
the darkness of night descended, many of the low people of the camp 
and a party of the Navi-ah’s soldiers went away to the enemy’s camp- 
50 that none remained with him except the follower of (those) iama'd^ 
and the personal comrades (ru sbiiws) of the Nawab. The enemy who 
had carried oR out artilicry on the day of the plundering, planted a gtm 
under (bar jar) a tie* and began to fire it and rockets towards the 
Kawab'5 army. Near the morning, Manik Chand. the diwan nf 
Bardwan, in the manner of a zamindar (farmer) fled away in the 
direction of Bardwis. 

In the meantime, the Maratha cavalry made repeated attacks from 
four sides . 'Alivardi. mounted oO hW elephant, turned to repelling the 
enemy. But because it was the first time that our soldiers were seeing 
the manner of Maratha fighting and had not fully grasped (its tactics.), 
the combinatioa of our troops was broken and Maraiha soldiers 
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entered into our ranks. During fightiug, Mir Habibull^ 

Khaxi Shira^t wbo bad remained in Pengal, since the days of Sliuja.- 
‘ud'daulah, as a jama'dar and a trader, and was also employed as a 
jajna'dai in the service of ‘Alivardi,—delayed in takitttt horse for the 
battle, so that the Maratha troopers came up<»n liim; be fell down after 
receiving two or three cuts, aJid was c&jnctl Jivviiy iis pristincr. 


IX 

A skori account of the antcoedmt^ of Mif Nabibullah —After 

the death of Sarferiz Khan, Mir fi^hihulliih Klian ixi !^y in hi^ 
house for some djne expecting to be put to death, but after n time he 
received an assurance oi sa[ct\- througb Naw^ish Muhammad IChaHt 
and Interviewed 'Aiivardi, but he always remained in fear of injury from 
Hiji Ahmad. After two years h^d pa«s^ed, at the time nl the Nawab s 
telum from the campaign against Mirii, Blqar Kliau, Hajj Abroach 
wrote to "AUvaidi, ''So long as the thread (of the life) of Mir Habibullah 
not cut with the sw^ord, ihe affairs of die kingdom wdll not be 
piopeiiy re^ubted/^ By chance this letter fell mto <he hanih of Mir 
Habibullaht who showed it to Ghulam Mustafa Khiin, who was at thi^ 
time displeased^ on account of Zain-ud-din Ahmad {2tb) Khan at Patna 
having put to death Ratishan Khiin jama'dir on mere suspicion. 
Gbiilam Mustafa considering it necessary for himself to assist Mir 
Hubibullah, fell into plans for a rnplnre with 'Ahvardi. when ihc 
Maratha invasion took bee. Ghulam Mustafa Khan told Mir Habib, 
'"It h against manliness to leave the Nawab‘s service and take to 
subterfuges at such a time^ After wc have def^ted the Marathas 
whatever erppoJlunity occurs, we shall act acrortling to it." 

From every side the Marathas came on to attact> and the chiefs of 
our army, such as Mir Muhammad J'afar Klian^ Ghutam Mustafa kh^, 
Shamshir Khan. Sard^ Khan. Rahim Khan. 'Umar Khun, and others 
—came bravdy fnrw'ard to fight them and dispersed them. Haidar 
'Alj Khan, the darogha of the dasU topkhanah, showed the greatest 
bravery that day^ and slew many of the enemy, till th^ Maratha leaders, 
on SMUog the hard blows given by our ghSris and the sluughtcr iPfl 
wounding of many of their own men romip^] and that on every 

side that they charged they were scattered,—at last collected their 
forces ati<1 turned to the rear of the Nawab's army* The broken ranks 
of the Xawab's antiy were (22i£z) dressed again, and lighting in a compact 
formation, they set out for Katwa. On this day all the remainmg 
baggage and belongings of our army were plundered by the enemy, 
and nothing remained of our snrplos baggage, nay of the necessary 
articles of lood clothing and conveyance* f\Vc bad only) two or three 
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thousand men on horsos,' and ^me on dephants add Bve or six 
thousand men on foot. Fighting m manner^ and marchiog from 
dawn to Lho evening pray^rp we halted at sun?et on the bank of a 
(? tank or isver)^ where for high and low alike nothing was available 
a£ cover except the shadowy of the heavens* and as bed except the bare 
giOLind. As for foodp lor the men accustomed to tom/ortp not once 
in the day or night was anything found to allay their hunger; as for 
ihc common people they filled ihcLr stomachs by eating the stalk of the 
banana plant^ and similar things. 

TJiis author, had gone to meet his father on the way iii the company 
of the Naw-ab during this journey. 1 remember that on the third day ! 
obtained oue quarter seer of khichn which was shared by seven persons, 
while three other men lived on coven pieces of Shukar^amh^ which 
is a kind of sweetmeat.( 224 ^) On the third day nearly hall a seer ot 
roast beef fed ^me menp On the day of ti?aching Katw^a* the hungry 
men, under the belief that abundance of grain of afl kinds wiiuld be 
found there, arrived there with the utmost possible speed. But the 
fact was that the Marathas bad entered it before our arrival plundered 
the village, and set fire to the granaiies of rice which they could not 
carry away. In this way men and beats fash^ for three days. On 
the fourth day on reaching Katwa, they fed upon the burnt grain, as 
If k were honey ! 

"Alivardl, after reaching Katw^a halted and wTOte to Haji Ahmad 
and T^awaxbh Muhammad Khan Shahahiat Jang to guard [Mursbidabad) 
and called to himself Saulat Jang—whom he had sent ahead to 
Murshidabad at the time of pacing through ^Icdinipur,^—with orders to 
bring with himself grain &c. Saulat Jang in a few days readied our 
campj and grain having come from all sidrs, the famine in our army 
was Lumed into plenty. 


X 

Bli^kar, owing to the approach of the rainy season, besides the 
blows which he had received hom our gh^^p deemed it difficult for 
him to stay in Bengal; so he set out for his own (2341) country by way 
of Blrbhiim. Mtr Habib, by reason of the old emnity described before, 
dissuaded him from going away, and undertook to plunder the kothi^ 
of Jagat Seth and others and bring for him plenty of wealth from 
Mnrshidabad, which was without a wall or ditch, and fmm which 
'Alivardi was absent (at Katwa), if Bhaskar desired lo collect money 

* TeKl teails b^sp-i-^amchL on whip hcrfiea (}). * 

3 Tb^ text rrad* as mawfz^ with y before ij 

incjiffii the stiiJfc of the baciina tf«.—wrongly translated bv Gbdwia ^ 

"iTicrtB- at fcila.nta.Lti trftpft/ ^ 
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and gave a thousand bursemcn lo folJow hira^ agtet^d 

aod gave him some ihousands of well-motinlcd cavalry- 

'Alivaidi, on hearing ol \t, thought il necessary far him to siO 
from that place to die defenceless city of Murshidabad and made a 
farced march to Mur^hidabad, The Marathn cavalry, \vho had reached 
Mirryiliidabad fine day before the airivil of the Nawab, devoted 
thcniselves to phtndering the Ko£hi of Jagat Seth and carried away 
nearly three lakhii of rupets in cash and some property^ and abo laiil 
baiidsi on soiue of the wartb of I he city. Mir Habib, \mk his briither 
Mir Sharif aw'ay out of bin house. As in the palace^ Haji .4hmad^ 
Shahamat jang and Ataullah Khin made a finn stand with a small 
force, the rnciny could not reach (^3^) them. Immediately on hearing 
of the approach of ^Aliva^di, they took to fli^hi, and the Nawfib 
entered Mursbidabad at the end ol ihe night, in the day befarr which 
the Marat has after plundering had taken to bight* 

Mir Habib came back to Bhaskar in safety with his spoils after 
the plundering of Murshtdabad, rebukc^d him severely for wishing to 
go to the Deccan, and taking upon hi^ own self the charge of the 
c£fnr|uc5t nf Bjengd. by strong urging brought him back from the place 
he had reachedK to Katwa. ^Alivjirdi* nn hearing of Ui deemed it 
impossible to CKpcl the enemy from Bengal that year, on account of 
his having only a snnall aimy with him and his soldier? being worn 
oot by one year's campaigningj besidrs the arrival of the tEiiny season. 
Deciding to guard the city, be made his camp in Ammiiganj and 
larakpur* outside the city. The Marathas once or twice reached as 
far Palisi £ind Daudpur, burnt the villages on that side and went back 
Id KatwR, After one mouth when the water of the Bhagirathi rose 
so high that it could no longer be forded, as Katwa w^as on the further 
side (24a] of the rivcT, the Marathas ceased to try to come 10 this aide 
by fording the river, and engaged in plundering the parganas and 
villages on the further side. 

One party of them went to Hugli and captured Muhammad \5ir 
Beg Khan, suroatned Mirza Pi^n, who posted there as the deputy 
of the Kavvab, and they placed their own collectors in Hugh and Hijii- 
The entire chakla of Bard wan was taken possession of by the Marathas, 
and they occupied Medinipur up to Balesar. Mir Qalandarg tlie 
faujdar of Medinipur, saved himself from this rlestnjctbn somehow or 
other, and fled into a comet. Shaikh M'asum* the deputy governor of 
the Katak province, on the arrival of the Marathas—his strength being 
only one-fourth of theirs, vacated Katak and went away to some place 
of safety on the other side of the river. The zda of Birbhumi many 
of the parganas of Rajshahi, the city of Rajmahal, also fell into the 
Maratha hands. Nothing remained in the Nawab's bands except ^the 
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cily of) ^[Lirsshidabad and th(? country on thh sidi:> of tte Gange>, 
namrly I^acca, Kangpur &c. The people of Mursbidabad had never 
sten such a thing far many year& and iiewr beard of it; knowing that 
the city was without a w'all or ditch, during these months of the rainy 
season they in great alarm went by boat to The villages on the further 
side of the (246) Ganges such as Dacca + Malda, Ritapiir &c. with thoir 
families and children, for shelter^ Even Shaliamat Jang Took up his 
abode at Godagari, on the further side of the Ganges, one day's joumev 
from Murshidabad and gave the place the name of Bhagnagar^ and 
lived there with all his property and family; but after a time, becoming 
aware of the shamefulness of this act, himself returned to Murahidabad 
with some of bis women. The Naw'ib's properly and furtiLture also 
%^ere sent to that place. In the course nj these few rainy months. 
'Alivardi distributed ten lakhs of rupees among his troops as iw' imi 
according to hss promise, and won their hearts by many kinds of 
favours. 


XI 

*AiwardV$ cxpediiion fw expeUwg Bhaskar — the coming of Siifdor 
Jung to Fatno for diffiftg him mid ftis return by order of the Emperor,^ 

'Alivardi did not wait for the end of ihe rainy hut before 

the Dasahara (27 Del, 174^) started with his atmy for espellii^ the 
CDcmy. As Bhaskar was in resideucc at Katwa, the Naw^jh did not 
consider it expedient to cross the river opposite Katwa, but after 
pacing through Palasi^ from which place Katwa is five Aos distantp he 
halted on the hank of the river (253) Bhagirithi^ and after making a 
bridge of boats he crossed that river, with hb troops, and passing 
some dUtauce alighted on the Imnk of the Ajay river from whida Katwa 
is one ko^ oil. At I hat river was in flootl, Ida w^ofkmcn built another 
bridge of boats over it. After tt had been constructed the Kaw'iib 
ordered his sardsre. —Mir Muhammad J'afar Khan, Haidar ’Ati Khan, 
(Thiilam Mustafa Khan, Shamshir Khan, Sardar Khaiip Rahim Khan 
and olhcrs-^to moss the bridge in the darkness of the night when the 
cninny would not be on the alert, and fall upon the Marathas. 
Accordingiy they began to cross; when most of the chiefs had reached 
the other bank and a party of soldiers were still on the bridgOp owin*^ 
to the great weight of the men and the arrival of Imnsport beasts, ihe 
rtipes tying ihe boats were lorn, some boats were separated fmm each 
other and Ihe bridge wa* breached, M owing to the darkness of the 
night nothing could lx.- s«n and the titKips were marching very fast 
without any fear, whtM-ver reached the gap fell inlo the river and was 
dmwnwl, WTien six hundred menw^r mther more, had perished in 
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I his \vay* and a damour like that [^ 5&1 of the day of Kc^umdion 
arose, the rest of ihe men became carefuL and the carpenters etiyaged 
in repairing the bridge^ and made it fit in a '^harl time, and in the 
rnnming the Nawab crossed over with the rest ol the army. 

Bhaskar, immediately cm hearing of the crossing over of the 
Nawab's army, inspite of his having a large force with hiitisclh was 
overrome by despair ; in great agilation he lied away taking with 
himself only the soldier? and belongings tfial he could collect in that 
short time of perplexity and leaving the rest where they were. The 
Nawab set out in pursuit; two feoj from Katwa the t^vo armies came in 
contact; in the battle many of the enemy were slain^ and Bba^kar, 
seeing it beyond his power to stay iongcr, took the road to the pass 
of Pachet, Hss troops who were dispersed in ihe limiU> of Bard wan, 
Hugh, Hijti and other sides, beta me alarmed on hearing this new-Sp 
and in distraction took to flight. The Nawab, who had not given up 
the pursuit, entered the jungle of Pachet, and the two armies follow'cd 
the path [26a] separated by less than one day^s march from each other. 
After a few' stage?> be reached a place w'hcre the thick growth of trees 
made the progress of an ant or a sankc difficult and tw'u horsemen 
could not ride abreast p and it was impossible to get intelligence of the 
di^crent regiments of the army; how then could he reach the enemy? 

Wiien Uhaskar found no path through that jungle for reaching the 
frontier of his owm country, he helplessly^ by the advice of Mir Habibp 
returned to the jungle of Bislmupui; thence Ive took the path to the 
jungle of Chandrakonai and raising his head in Medinipur* sent a 
detachment to Katak for expelling Shaikh 

This detachment came upon Shaikh ^rasum who was with a small 
force in Jajpur. That officeTi in spite of tlio smallness of his lroops> 
brai"ely gave battle amd was kilted after a heroic fight. 

W'hen ^Ali\*ardi leatnt from his spies that Bhaskar had gone to 
Medinipurp he returned from that impassable jungle to Bardwan- and 
thence set out towards Medinipur for chasing Bhaskaj. WTicn 
he arrived near Mediniputj Bhaskor tied away towards Balesar* in 
utter terror and distraction as he had done from Katwia. The Nawab 
?ct out in pursuit without delay. Two fror from Medinipurp Bh^kar 
made a stand for giving batt1e> our heroes came up to him^ and a 
severe fight took piacc> After sotoe had been slain on our side and 
many on ttse enemy's, Blia^ar being unable to resist, took to flight. 
The did not give up the pursuilp till Rha^kar reached KaUk, 

and thence entered the jungle country', and after crossing the difticuSt 
river, reached safetv in hi? own territory. Alivardi after expelling the 
enemy from the furthest limit of his realm in a mined condition p 
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iTifjlimed ihc death of Shaikh irasum in the loyai dbdiEirge of his doty^ 
aod at Uio rEJcommendation of Ghulilm MusEafa Khin gave the deputy 
Ijovemor^ip of Orissa to 'Abdul Rasul KJian ibe 5ion of tlic latter's 
brother* 

Ac^auni of Safdar Jang * . » and 'Alivardi*s tUtes frttm the 
EmpcTOT. —Saldar Jaog, under orders of the Emperor to aid ^Alivardi, 
[27a] came from his province of Oudh to Patna, Litalecl the peopk 
of that city vAih great iaaugbtijiess and insolence, and in violation of 
friendship and courtesy, he took away some guns and two choice 
elephants of Zainuddin Ahmad KJiun^ who was at that Hide in the 
company of hi> uncle in Lhe campaign against the MaraLlhas. When 
'Alivardi Ecamt of this hmniliEiiiig affair from the letter of the deputy 
iNavvab) of Patna ^ he considering it to be opposed to Iriendshipj—as 
he had already thoroughly chastised Rhaskat without anybody else's 
help, sent a letter to the Emperor praying to hSm to forbid Safdar Jang 
to come (furlber). The JLmperor Muhammad Sliah sent an order to 
Safdar Jang to relurn* Safdar jang returned to Qiidh gn receiving 
this faiman. 'Alivardi reLumed Irocn Katak to his palace in 
xMurshidabadp 

When the Emperor heard of the victory of 'Alivardi and [27^] 
thc‘ disgraceful flight of the enemies of the realm and the faith, he gave 
high praise to 'Alivardi and llie title of Husmn-ud-daulah, with a 
jewelled sword and dagger^ a pearl necklace, a ^arpech^ and a royal 
kkiVai. At the same time at 'Alivardi's request, the Emperor gave 
I he title of Ihtjsh^-ud-daulah to ShaMmat Jan, Maham-ud-daiilah to 
Saulat Jang, Ehtaram-iid-daulah to Haibat Jangi A'za7.-ud-dauJah to 
'Alaullah Khan Sabit Jang, and the mm^ab of a three-Adz^ri and the 
lilies of Khan and Bahadur to Gbid^n Mustafa KhaiL 


Xll 

Auikor's apfriogy far noi having given monih$ and ycars-^whick 
is the duly of historiaas^m this book.^ 

What has been written about the doings of 'Alivardi Khan (up 
to this poiiit) is in the proper order of mouths and years. Rut the 
occurrences and battles of the Nawiib after Hrese (early) years (are 
not so). The rea^sems arc the lapse of time, the distraction caused by 
many kinds of calamities, and the indifference of the present Kawab 
(Mir Muhammad J'afar). For a long time I sought for some old clerk 
of this Govcrtimciii whose words might be taken as reliaWc evidence 
about the events concerning 'Alivardi, on account of his possessing the 
information and access to secrets, who might have instmeted me, so 
that 1 could have recorded things in full detail. But U was not possible* 
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Hciudc ihc (lurthcr) ^TiUng of this hislor^^ fell into a long dday and 
adjournment. 

(28d) At last in the year 1177 A.H. (July 1763-Juiw 17&4), by 
reason ui the political revolution and the fact oJ my acctunpanying the 
Nat^‘ub*Ab Janat (Qasim ^Ali Khan), I happened to came to Ahahabad* 
Hhere my father died. Tbi'i author, by reason uf his old illness, 
which had continLied for two years, frsund it impossible for him to 
move and bear the hardship of the fNawab's) carppaign, and therefore 
remained in residence at Allahabad on the ground of medical Ueattrient. 
I passed my days and nights Lo great anguish of mind, loneUncsSp and 
distance from home, in addition to the severity of my illness. 

Like a mad man, I turned every hour and every moment to any 
kind of emploj^ent for pacifying my mind, hut my distracted mind 
did not at all return to the nonnaU like a howLing mcLmdiolic my 
mmd Was unsteady as by the compulsion of some foroe. As the heart 
loves to learn news about past limes, in the midst of this very condU 
lion* it came to my mind^ according to the proverbi 'Tf you cannot 
get the wholep do nut abandon it altogether*'* that I should attempt 
to write tfie remaining history of 'Alivardi, so that in this way> a 
portion of the memorable achievements and virtues of this 

Naw^ab may endure in the annals of time* So* discarding all attempts 
lo insert dates and the pncjper (sequence of) (^b) events, in the third 
ten days of the month of Sha'bao (last week of Fch. 1764) I began to 
write w'hatcvcr remained in my memory and certain events 1 had 
heard of or seen. 1 beg the readers of these disordered pages to pardon 
any mistakes they may notice, and corrert my emorsi if they are so 
kind. 


xjn 

The co^jiirtg of RaghHjt BhamU uAih /or devaitahug 

BafgaL JJic arrival 0/ fhilii Pandit, by ord^ of iht Emperor 

for pfittishing and expelling Reghuji *— 

When Ehiskar came (back) to the Deccan, <ieleated and broken. 
Raghuji On hearing of it aasetublcd his army and with !?‘ha3kar set 
□ut for Bengal, At the same time Bali Kao Pandit* the of the 
clebratcd Baji KiiOp one of Xh*^ pillars of the Maratha State, started 
tor Bengal by w-ay of Bu odd fch and, by order of the Emperor* for 
Collecting a iarjhka {assignnient) of 15 lakhs of rupees loom the revenue 
of Bengal and expelling Raghuji from that country ■ and he pass^ 
by ihe outside of the city of Patna. Raghn by the route of the 
jungles of Birbhum and B«la Rao by the frequented public mad, sot 
out for Bengal. Raghu having reached Bengal before Bab Rao s 

14 
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anivaU look pckst between Katwa and Hard wan, and ^ni Bh^kar 
with a almng forte lo T^lcdinKpurp and Etjnn aftewards Bala Kao. after 
passing through Bhagalpiir and Kajmahal,—some little lo® having 
befallen that place (aga) Ln the course of ihe passage of his troops,— 
b\^ the further bank of the Bhagimlhi, following a deserted path, 
alighted near ^lankam. ^Alivurdi was at lhat time encamped with 
his vast army on the bank of the same river. The inhabitants of 
Murshidabad. in extreme perplexity and terror at the arrival of tw^o 
such Mataiha armies, fell into plans for going out of the city ; the 
hire of a cart or gdri from Mui^hidabad to the bank of the Ganges 
which was eight distant, rose to 40 or 50 rupeeSp and from that 
place the hire of boats was at (similar rales]. A strange stale of 
things occurred : for a few days it w as like the tumult of the day of 
Judgment 

After the arri^'al of Bali Rao. near his own armyp 'Alivardi paid 
him a visit. Bala Ran advanced to weknme him and took him into 
his own tent> where the conjunclicii of Light and Darkness took place 
in one spot. After the presenration of gilts, the Kawab returned to 
his camp. The next day, IMa Kao relumed the \Tsit ; ‘Alivardi 
advanced to the edge of the carpel to welcome him, very graciously 
seated hjm on hLs own cushion {f7in.^>iaif), and the two talked together 
about regulating the affairs uf the realtn and expelling Haghuji, (29^^) 
Then lu? gavt‘ leave to Balaji with the customary' honours and the gift 
of elephants, Jewels, etc* 

Raghuji. who w'as staying between Kat\va and Bardwan. on 
learning of this union, seeing it imposjiible for hiinself to fight the 
enemyr set out for the jungles in the west side of Bengal. Next day, 
according to the agreement, the two vast annics of Light and Dark¬ 
ness moved in pursuit of Raghu. and went Irnm ihc Bhagirathi stream 
to tile w^esl of Bengal. After one or two matches, Bala Rao asked 
the Naw'ab to let him depart* saying that the Nawib*g army could 
not march as quickly as w^as necessary^ for overtaking Raghu. and 
lhat after Balaji had parted trom the Nawfib new's qf the defeat of 
Kaghu would reach 'Alivard- in a lew days. After sending tins 
message and taking the assignment of money. Balaji next day set out 
for the pursuit of Raghu {i6ih April, 1743 ) with the greatest speed 
possible : he came up with tba^ dislracled wanderer in the valley of 
trouble, fought and defeated Raghu, and then deeming it unnecessary 
for him fo slay in this country^ set out for his owm country by the 
hill paths : most of his (Raghuji^s) camp and baggage were looted. 
Bhiskar. w^ho had (30a) gone to Medinipur, on hearing this news, 
went out through ihe mountain passes of Orissa in extreme bewilder- 
meni, Baja Rao with his wish fulfilled, set out for the Deccan 
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tiukintry. ^jVlivardi roturmd to Murshidabad, this time victorious 
without having had to undergo the hardships of war. 

At this time, Hmain Quli Klian was dismissed from the deputy 
governorship of Dacca^ because Gokukhand Sarkar, the peshkir of 
Sahahamat Jang, out of great enmity, drew up accounts showing a 
large sum as due from him, and the post was given to Yisin Khan* 
who had been serving as faujd^ (of Dacca) sbee the time of 
Shuja-ud-daulah, while the post of faujdar was given to Mir Qakndar. 
liusain Quli Khan coming to the dty (^lurshidabadj turued to re¬ 
gaining his lost position ; by presenting a large sum he made Ghasiti 
Begam, the wife of Shahamat Jang his intercessor. As her father 
and husband used to yield to all lliat she said, she secured the parddii 
of liusain Qtili Kh^, and by eniphasising his loj^ly induced 
Shah^at Jang to restore him to the deputy governorship. Thf: 
dominance ol liusain Quit Khiin became even greater than before by 
reason of (30^) his having secured sudi a patron* and he set out hsr 
Dacca with full assurance of mind. Yasin Khan, having been dis¬ 
missed for no fault or peculation and linding unemployment and 
beggary as his due (rew^ard), retired to a comer (like a dnirukk). 
'AtauUah Khan Sabit Jang, who bad long been his triend, \T5iied him 
in his house^ condoled him and gave him on his own behalf* the deputy 
ship (faujdari) of Bhagalpur, and sent him to that village. Husain 
Quli Khan after reaching Dacca + fearless about the officers of the 
Naw^ab caving to his having secured so high a palTon as Bibi Ghasitij 
removed Gdkul Chand from the post of Fesfikar, gave him many 
kinds of trouble as his mui^eddh and appointed Raj BalUy as his 
peshdasL After taking control of the affairs of Dacca, knowing it to 
be better to stay at the Nawab*s court, Ht:isain Quli came to 
Murshidabad, leaving his brothet's son as hU deputy in Dacca. From 
that time to his niin—which will be soon described—day by day his 
power and domination increased, so much so that eveiy affair, great 
and smalh in the house of Shah^at Jang was done by his counsel ; 
and no servant or clerk of Shahamat Jang had the pow'er \o act C3Tii) 
against Husain Quli^s wishes. Whoever sought his patronage, gained 
his desire, and w'hoever tried to oppose him was crushed* 


XIV 

Bktlsk^T cotttes flgdiif fe Kaiwo- H^ is killed ^OHg with 
stirddrs^ Th^ rCidm of is chan^d pom the filth of the tip of 

the wicked. — 

As described before, the defeated Bhaskar had gone from Bengal 
, to hb own country. Next year Haghu sent Bhaskar again to Bengal 
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at the of tw^ty thousand hoTsemen^ lo make peace if possible^ 
OT else to engage in fightings Ebaskar enteped BcngaL The Nawab 
dcemc^d it necessary to give rest to hi* amiy which had endured the 
hardships of campaigning for successive ytai^. So after the arnxTiJ of 
Bhi^nkar in Bengal, he sent him outwardly an offer of peace, on 
the pdnciple 'War is a kind of stratagem." He sent GhulaTH 
Mustafa Khan, one of his gencrab* and Raja. Jatiaki Ri.m^ the diwan 
of his household^ to Bhiskafp pmfessediy for arrangirig peace terms ; 
but infonned them of his heart's desire that they should bring Bbaskiir 
to an interview with him by deceiving him with the expectation of a 
peaceful agreement, and after Bhaskarb arrival, he would slay them. 
Giving no third person any inkling of ihls pian* he in order to ci<ecute 
his purpose, moved fmju Murshidabad to Mankara, on the bank of 
iho Bhagirathi (31^), five kos. distant from that city, and encamped 
there, 

Bhaskar had arrived near Katwa, Gfiulam Mustafa and Rap 
Janaki Ram went to bis halting place, engaged in settling the peace, 
and by many tricks and spells^ with promises and oathsp ioduced 
Hhastar lo agree to come and see the Xawib* Bhaskar sent hi.s con¬ 
fidant *Ali BMi to the Nawabf with the object of himself going lo 
interview ihc Nawab for discussing the peace terms after ‘Ali Bhai 
had returned and given assurances of trust. Gbuljim Mustafa and 
Janaki Ram, succeeding in tficir design, returned with V\li Bliui in 
the Nawab. *Alivardi, witli his sweet longue and chamiing language, 
professed such friendship and peisonal regard for Bhaskar in the pre¬ 
sence of 'Ah Bb^ that the last nanicd was bewitched by a belief Jn 
the good character of the Nawab, and went back with Ghulam Mustafa 
Khan and Raja Janaki Ram making full promises of hjs asststance 
in fetching Bhil&kar. 

During the period of these peace dbeussions the Naw^b (3241) 
sent every day without CiCssalion, ag was customary, many kinds of 
presents of Bengal, such as food, clothing, fruits, etc., in order to 
increase the confidence and fricndltnc^s in the alarmed heart of 
Bhaskar. The day ot interv^iew' ha^■iqg been fixedp one day before it, 
the Nawab pitched a lofty lent with spacious screens [kmdi] forming 
a long courtyard : informed Saulat jang, Mir Muhammad J'afar Khan- 
Faqinillah Beg Ithan and other generals of hb secret plan, and 
ordered them to place his brave soldiers, fully armed in two or three 
row s close together, inside the screcas, to wait for hb order, and when 
the Nawih would give the signal, they should instantly, without the 
least delay, carry out his plan with the utmost bravery, so that after 
the design had been executed they might be rew^ded in various ways. 
All the soldieis, on hearing thb order, girt their king to do the work. 
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Next which was to prove the evening of th^^ life of Bh^skar^ 

'AUvardi* went anti sal down m the palace (tent) and waited for the 

airival of the preys of death, when Ghulnni ^fustafa Khan. Jinaki 

Ram and (3^^) *Ali Ehii arrived with Bbaskar and the other chiefs 
of the Marathas in the tent. First the Maratha generals entered the 
screened tem and stood in a line. As any one of them entcTed. 
*Alivardi inquired, Ts he Raoji? tU! Bliaskar hand in hand with 
Raja Jiiiiahi Ram came in. Ghiilam Mustafa Khan at this time, 
taking a few steps forward told the Raja, You are one of the greal 
nobles of Ffind^ why should your hand be in my hand? By this 
stratagem he separated his hand (from the hand of Janaki Rim). 

Just then the Nawib cried out in a loud voice, '"Slay all these infideb/' 

Imtnediatdy on hearing it, the blood-drinking heroes, unsbeathctl 
their swords and turned their faces to the infidels and reddened the 
earth of that field with the blexMi of the Deceani sardars in a twinkle 
of ihe eye. Bhaskar was slain with rg of his generals. After the 
plan had succeeded^ 'Alivardi mounted an elepliant and with I he 
iniKipTi who were standing ready turned against the cneniyr FiftE>en 
to iwenly thousand Marat ha soldiers who w’erc staled on their horses^ 
in esrpecialion of ihe coming back of Bhaskar# at a short distance 
from the camp, on hearing of the occurrence lo^t heart aofl to«ik In 
flight, llie victorious ghu^is, pursuing the fugitives, performed a 
grand jihad by slaying, imprisoning and plundering in which they 
did not at all spare themselves (33^). 

After the expulsion of the remnant of the sword fmm the realm 
of Betigal,—^where not one man of tho$e wicked people was left, the 
victorious Nawab returned to 3!urshidabad, and in rew^ard of this 
victory satisfied his troops by increasing their allow’ances and giving 
many kinds of favour and and dislributcd leu lakhs of rupees 

as reward to the troops. He wmte a report of this victory to the 
Emperofj praying for the title of Babur Jang, the grant of naubat 
(band) and increase ol his in respect of Gbiilam Mustafa 

Khan ; and reward for eveiy one ol his followers who had showti 
heroic courage—such as Mir Muhammad J'afar Khan who had received 
3 Sword W'ound, Faqar-(sic)^iiUah Khan, Haidar Ali Khan, etc* 
The Emperor Muhammad KhMi. issued a tarmdn granting a special 
jew'cls, horse and sword to ^Alivardi^ die title of Babur Jang, 
Ibe right to play the band (wafihtfi) Etnd the mamab of a commander 
of five thousand to Gbulam Mustafa Khan, and promotions of rjink 
for everj^ one rcTOmniended by 'Ali^^ardi. 

'Alivardi, after so easily achieving such a supreme victory, be- 
crime reassured in mind, reduced his army, and lived at ease. Every 
one, high and low, in perfect peace and composure of mind purged 
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his chuscn prolessioti, E&peciaUy Nawab ShaMimt (33b) Jang, who 
had assembled ewiy kind of Ln£tmdienL of pleasure, wishing to in¬ 
crease them* sent Large sums to Delhi and sunvmoned darK^ers from 
that city. 

Some months passed in this when the heavens turned hostile^ 
as I shall soon describci 

At this time Haji Ahmad, bemg displeased \\i\h his worthy 
brother, went off to Fatna. The faci^ briefly care these:—Saubt Jang 
after losing the subabdarship of Orissa* had no high post, and his 
inwime did not suffice for his espen^. So ^Ali%'ardi appointed him 
faujdar of Hugh* Haji Ahmad too bad been long desirous of this 
faujdari. A\ this time the Nawab's brother quarreUed with his own 
son. As the income of Haji Ahmad from the custom duties {sair) of 
MurshidaLiad and other places cJ^ccedcd his expenditure, it was not 
proper to appoint him (to that faujdari), (so "Aliii-iLrdtl took tlie side 
uf the son. The Kawlb out of hts sense of jiisiice, inclining the minJ 
ul Haji Ahmad to this step^ gave ihe [34^! fatijdilri of Hugh to Saulat 
Jang. At this Haji Ahmad* showing displeasure, went away to Patnnr 
where it w^as predestined that his handful of earth would he overtaken 
by the calami Ik'S w hich w'lH be shortly afterwards narrated. Zain-ud'din 
Ahmad Khfm, who more indlned than his brothers to show respect 
to his father, advanced to welcome him, I'xlged him in the palace that 
he chose, and in ail aHalrs did not fail in the least to serve him. 

This unfortunate man, in spile of his old age* engaged in many had 
deeds, which made him to be ca^l off by God and accuised by men. 
He appointed a place before his hou^, where he piously set up a stone, 
which was said to be marked with the Prophet's footprinis^^ough 
snclj a belief is opposed to the path of hh religion. The mnltitude of 
shameless (low) people and all the dancers of Patna used to go year 
after year on every Thursday to the tomb of Shall Ar^tan; but Haji 
Abinad forbade it, and ordered ibem to attend at the place chosen by 
himsdf, instead. 


XV 

Chuldm Mustafa Kkan the Na^oab's s^ervice; figkis mlh 

laiu-ud-din Ahmad Khan for capiiifmg Patna, is defcati^d, and goes 
oHl of ihc Hmits oj Bihdr _ 

The power and domination of Gbulam Mtistafa Khan exceeded all 
bounds, ^ much so that 'AJjvardl, in spile of his great sense of digtdtv 
and courage, had not the power to issue any order on any affair of the 
realm without taking his advice* nor did he venture to make any 
change io the e;(ccution (34b) of anything, great or stnall, whieb he 
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(G.M.K.) proposedh tliercfore every zAinmdar of Bengal turned to hinir 
so Hiat nnthing but the name remained to the diwan for the revenue 
coflcctio!] of the Khaliia (Crownlaiid^ih 'AUvardi, by reason of his 
perleot resoluteness of spirit perceived that from the point of view of 
f-xpedioticy he had no remedy except self-restraint, Sot he outwardly 
irtcreased in every way the dignityp conciliation and good tieatment 
of Ghulam Mg5^tnfa; but at heart he planned how to put down that 
Iroublcsome man. One day Ghulam Mtistafa Klian^ in the eiistomarv 
manner^ sent two of hh leading captains Udal Shah and Hakim Shah 
bd.'jfore himself to the darbar, and prepared to follow' them aiterwards. 
Wljen these two officers atrived and the "Navi-nb, the author of this 
hfx>k too was by chance present there; only a few servants w'cre: in 
aLtecida£tce+ lust then an eunueb came out of the harem and informed 
^Alivardi that his Begam ts^s ill of a ^verc: flux. At the sacne^ time 
the near approach of Ghulira ^lustafa was announced. The >iawab 
left for the harem to look after the Begam, after telling Ldal Shah 
add his brntlier to wait till his retard. At that time some utensils 
jingled ijt one of the alcoves {kujra] of the palace'chambcr. Hearing 
the nobe, Udal Shah suspected that evidently the Nawab had placed 
some armed men in that aJeov^ for killing him and Ghuliin ^liistafa, 
and had himself gone aw^ay under that pretext. Under this [35^] 
id(ra> he left the palace and took the road to his own qdarters, and 
informed Glmliim Ikiustafa Khan who had then arrived neat the palace. 
The Khaitp tme to the proverb '"A deceiver is timid \ was always 
suspecting that the Nawib wotild deprive him of his power, and was at 
all times seeking hoW' to create some pretext for rining against^ him. 
J 5 o, the utterly false allegation of Udal Shah was believed by him as 
true, and he returned home from the wny, 

^Aliv^ardi. on hearing of it. veiy' promplly sent Shafiimat Jang 
to r.hulam Mustafa Khan to coiiS(>k and reassure him by e^^ry possible 
means and bring him to the audience. Shahamat Jang met Ghulam 
Mustafa Khiin on the way, but failed to persuade him. The Khan 
Went back to his quartets, made the troops ol his contingent—-who 
were tiiue thousand cavalty besides infantn,—join his c^use and raised 
the banner of opposition and disturbance. He sent a mesi^ge to the 
Nflwab to resign his service and demand his due salary. ‘Ahvardi ^ed 
hard through the medium of Shabnmat Jang, whose words were fully 
believed by the tmops and other people, and by taking aU kinds of 
iritis to reassure the alanned mind of fihuJnm Mnskla, but it [ 35 ^] 
had no efTect. He even resolved to persDnally %dsit Ghulam M^tafn 
find pacify him, but on learmng for certain that lk\t general mediated 
treachery and rebeUion.—he. withmit waiting for his officers to hold n 
muster of the troops present and ^xtify the pay rolls of the force to be 
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dis.lunde(t, sent seven Iren lakhs ol nipees To Ghiiliim Iklustafa for his 
salai^’ ^claimed) and ordered him to leave MurstaifUbad. 

In the rncantlniG, Gbufam Mustafa Khan, relying on their IrieneUbip, 
relationship and sameness of religion, promised to Shamshcr Khan, 
i^ardar Khan, Raham Khan and other jaina'dars (captains) that if 
they joined him, he %euulcl after overthrowing Mahabal Jang, share the 
government of Bengal among themselves, Shamsher KIim who \'i'a5 a 
fool, agreed, but Sardar KJiaij and Raham Khan replied, “If ‘Altvardi 
tries to do you harm, or delays or fails to pay onr regular monthly 
salary and allotvances, we shall consider it proper to join you in the 
revolt. But unless that happens and you intend to mutiny without 
cause, we ore not willing to bear the shame of proving false to onr 
salt , While this was going on, ‘Alivardi who was one of the foremost 
masteia of the art of udnning hearts, so well exerted himself in this 
business, that the Afghans became of [360} one mind in siding with 
liim. Ghulam Mustafa Khan, in despiiJr of winning them over, sol 
out to conquer Patna with eight or nine thousand cavalry. 

'Alivardi Khan after paying bounty (;^dSMwt) to the troops and 
satisIyriDg their demands and leaving Shahamat Jang as liis deputy in 
Alurshidabad, sat nut with his army (for Bihar}. Ghulam Mustafa on 
arriving at Mungir tried to capture its fort. As that fort was for many 
years wanting iit defence materials, Ghulam Mustafa captured it after 
the fleath nf his brother's son 'AMul Rasul Khan, whose neck was 
broken by a stone, and then turned to Patna. 

Zain-iid-din Ahmad Khan, who was then in the district of Tirhut 
on the further side of the Ganges, on hearing this news, crossed the 
river with the small force that ho had with him, and took up his 
r^ideoce in the Garden of Ja'far Khan. He sent Haji Muhammad 
Khan, alias H<iji Alam, to Ghulam Mu.stafa Khan with this message t 
If >t!iti want to lake the city and province, show tiie tlie Tmpc^rial 
Mifffd (rescript} for it ; if you want to go elsewhere I shall not obstruct 
you; you follow your path by the outside of the city." Ghulam 
Mustafa replied, "By reason of their hostility to the faith, it is proper, 
according to the Holy Law, to destroy this party. AcconJing to the 
saying "The kingdom is to the victor*’, the suppression of this group 
does Dot demand a satiad. On the strength of what samd was your 
uncle aulhoriacd to sciiic Bengal and slav its governor?" 

[3hhJ In short, when jlaiii-ud*din Ahmad Khan became sun; of 
the hostile mlenlioiis of Ghulam Mustafa, although he had been ordered 
by Alivardi not to engage in hghting but to restrain himself and even 
to evacuate Patna if necessary, and join Alivardi, so that after their 
junction they might together attack ihc enemy-^e out of his inborn 
valour, disobeyed these instructions, and with his five or six thousand 
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I 

iaoldicrsp old aad newly dccidt^J like a true hero and man nf 

honour^ to giv<s battle ia the enemy. Digging trendies, and stationing 
his troops, he remained ready for battle with the utmost fiitnness 
Ghulam ^luslafa KMn with Dilir Khan (and other) Afghan capt^ns, 
advanced to give battle. 

Zain-ud-din Ahmad Khan with his tmops, determined on deatbp 
got ready for battle. Ghtd^ 3 Iustaia attacked tJie rear of Zain ud-din's 
iirmyt broke into the trenches, plundered the canip^ penettatod 10 near 
Zain-ud-din, and kindie 4 - flame of fightiiig. Although great 
dispersion had seized the troops of Zain-iid-dih and not more than ivm 
hundred men were with him at this time, bLs iinuness vi-as not at all 
shaken, but he continued resolutely to repel the enemy. At this 

time Ghiilam Mii^ta&'s elephant'driver was shot off his mount, .‘^o 
tliat hfe elephant went out of control At the same time Ddal Shah, 
irlakim Shah and other pilJars of Ghulam Mustafa's army were slain 1 
and he alighted from his elephant wishing to take another mount. 
His troops on seeing thb movement, broke their fonnation and seaUered 
on all sides. Gtiukm iMustafa^ seeing the d^y lost, retreated, 

Zain-ud-din .^hmad Khan, who had not dreamt of this victoryp 
thanked God, set out in pursuit and stood fast near the outside of 
his entrenchment, Ghulam Mustafa Khan devoted himself to fight, so 
that for seven days there was an exchange of artilleiy fire between the 
two sides. 

On the eighth day. Ghulam Mustafa Khan sent his camp away to 
Mithapur west of Patna, and himself rode out lor battle, and attacked 
that side where he had delivered his first assauil. This time^ also. 
Zain-iid-din and hU followers fought most heroically. During this 
encounter a tntiHket ball [37*] bit Ghulain Mu^tali and he fell down 
rKn the hattda of his elephant l unable to fight he tuniccl hb back U* the 
held, and vvent to hb camp. Next day he started from that place on 
hb onward joiimcy. Meantime 'Alivarfli w^ho had marched from 
Hengal for expelling (the enemy} atrivefl a few leagut?s from Patna, 
Zain-ud-din Ahmad advanced quickly to w^ekomc hb uncle, met him. 
and the iw^o logeQier moved fast in pursuit of the ent'my. 

Ghulam Mustafa Khiin owing to the dispersion of hb tiTMips and 
I be slaying ai some pillars of his atmyp had not the pow'er to fight 
Jtnd make a stand at any place, but went out of the boundaries of 
Hihiir, ^Alivardi went to pursuit of him up to the extreme frontier of 
Bihar, and wished to cross the Ganges and plunder Benar^ in revenge 
for the violence done by Safdar Jang in Palp.i city* But at this time 
the Ivmpcinr lilubamniad Shaft had gone to Bangarh to punish *A!i 
Muhammad Ruhda^ and Safdar Jang was with him. There fore* 
'Alivardi restrained hinr'^lf from thb design, lest the Emperor shouhl 

^5 
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he cILspIensed; he only ordered his troops to plunder Zjirnloia, a 
terfitonr^ [^Sa] belonging lo Snfdar Jaiig*s subah. They returned 
victorious after slaying, enslaving and plundering ilie inhabitants of 
Zamania. At this time nvws arrived that the retch Raghuji liad 
reached Katak with the object of hcipiug Ghiil^ Mustafa and dw^is- 
tating Bengal. 


XXl 

7 /ic coming of Raghu Hhonsle to the temfory of 

Miirshidshitd: Ae encamp:^ at places m B&bhum. and goes la the 
temfo^y of Bihde for reteming Ghuldm Muefaea KJidn u^ffs 

besieged; and other fighting occuTrences^ _ 

When Ghulam 5 ruslafa Khan went into rebeflion he sent a letter 
to RagluijiH who had been smarting like a snake hit on tlie head and 
)fx»kmg out for an oppciiiuoity to avenge the slaughter of Bliaskar and 
22 of his sardars,—he now" considered the arrival of Ghelnre Mustafa's 
letter as a heaven-sent opportunity^ and set out for Bengal with 
24,000 liorsemen. Crossing the hills of Katak he enlercd Bengal 
Alivardi after defeating Ghulam Mustafa was slaying near Patna 
city, when he learnt from Shahainat Jang'g letter of the arrival of 
Raghujl. As the city of Murshidabad was without a defensive w’aJI 
nr ditchp and Shahamat Jang had not the pnw'cr of opposing Raghu 
properly, 'Alivardi entrusted to ilain*ud-din Md. Rliiln the conclusion of 
the affair of Ghulam Mustafa*—Avho w^ moving around 

Chun^arh^ and leaving Raham Khan under Zain ud-din, returued 
to Bengal p and after some marehes reached Miitshldabad. 

In the meantime, Raghnji having parsed Ralcsar and l^[ediiiipurf 
reached Bardw^. As ^iVlivardi was not hilly composed in mind about 
the war with Gfanlafn Mustafa p he deemed it good policy to send 
Mun^im 'Ali Kliin as envoy to Kaghujl with a proposal of peace* 
R^huji, imagining ‘Alivardi lor the above reason b be distracted and 
reduced In sunength. demanded three krorcs of rupees as the price of 
peace. After two months had passed Lfl. these riegotjatioi^^ new's came 
of Cihulam Mustafa Khan having been killed. 

It happened in dib w^y:—The Khan whose courage had reached 
the extreme limit of audacity^ did not give up his plans of ambition 
and dignity, in spite of the daughter of hb chiefs, helpers, relatives 
and inbcsmen: but after collecting some thousands of horsemen came 
forth towards Patna to fight Zain-ud-din Ahmad a second time. 
Zain*ud-din who had truly Jean,, the art df commajidine from his 
great u«le._m addition to his inbam capadty^wUhout neglecting 



RAGHUJI BHONSLE INVADES 




doftnce against the enemy, enllsteci about ten or twelve thotisaniJ 
horsemen^ and set out to meet the enemy on the way. The tivo armies 
met near Bhojpur, After a battle in which both sides fought heroically * 
Ghulam Mustafa was shot dead by a musket btillet. 

After this wonderful victory, *Ali\ardi, in the matter of asking for 
peace, scot a message to Raghu to lids effett:—'"A parly seeks to tnuke 
peace only when U has been thrashed and ruliwd or when it expects 
to gain some advantage. God be praised, up to now no weakness or 
harassment at all has been inflicted upon my holy warrbis in 

ilieir fights with the wicked infidels. On the ronttmy. they are every 
day more and more eager to wage this war^ and they dp not wish for 
any other close relalicin than tliis (;VAi!tdJ. I’herefore^ the condiiston 
of tile pear^ will be put off till the tigers of the forest of IsJamic 

batlJe have fought the crocodiles of tlie river of Darkness to such an 
exlent that a stream having issued from ihetr blood they wotdd swim in 
chat river of blood and ply their swords against each other. Thereafter 
I he siile iluit will be defeated wOl seek for peace." 

Raghn replied, "In eager desire fur this very thing. I have 
traversed nearby a thousand kos and arrived near you, and yet yotx 
have not walked even a hundred Ao5 lo meet tne on Uie way to 
welcome me^" The Nawab sent this reply, "The rainy season has 
now arrived. Yon have undergone the hardships of a long journey 
before aligliting here. It is proper that you lake rest in some suitable 
place, so dim your troops may recover from the fatigue of the maieh, 
rmjoy repose for some time# and become again fit for fighting. On the 
e^epLry of the rainy season I shaib with God's help, advance as far as 
Jf>LJr kingdom to welcome you." 

Raghuji listening to this friendly advice and seeing it expedient 
to consent to this step, went tn places in Bfrbhum and encamped, and 
the siibah of (Jrissa up to Medinipur and Hijli and Bardwdn 
tomained in Raghuji's possession. Wliile he was Itlius) halting, he 
received letters frran Ghut^n Murta:^ Khan, the son of the slain 
Ghulam Mustafa Khan, who wa^ invested in Mafcri Koh, and Buland 
Khan and other Afghans in quick succession. Their purport was.— 
''If you turn from that [396] side to this and lelease us your friends 
from this danger, we some thouj^nds of men will follow you like slaves 
and not fail to sacrifice our lives in your cause/* Raghuji wishing 
Icj make some thousands of .Afghan troopers obedient to him* set out 
31 the end of the rainy season, from his halting place tow'ards Ptitna 
by the jungle route. 'AUvardi at the beginning of winter started for 
Patna with ten tn twelve thousand cavalry by the frequented highway 
lor uprooUug the enemy. As Ragbuji after plundering the environs 
of Patna, such as Shaikhpufa. Tikari. and other places, had guiie to the 
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further side of the river Son for the purpose of relieving Ghul^m 
MuTtasa Khin, at no place in the way did *Alivardi eocounter the 
enemy. The Navi^ab passing by die dty of Patna, encamped outside 
it on the western aide, then advancing soiije leagnes from that place, 
alighted on the bank of the Son river near Muhih 'Alipur, 

Raghujip after releasing Ghulam Murtaza nn the other side of iJie 
Sijn, with a force of nearly twenty thousand jrarathas and Afj^hans, 
lurned his face to ihe hatlle-fidd, A great battle t^'ov. 1745) was 
fought im the tank of that river; every one of our generals,—such 
us 'Alaullah Kh. Sabit Jang. Mir Md. J'afar Kh., Haider *Ali Kh,. 
Shamsher Kh., Sarc^r Kh., Raham Kh., and ?^ain-ud-dm .Ahmad 
Kh., Baibat Jang, with thetr followers fought most gallantly. On this 
held, Mir Md. J'afar Kh. exerted himself most. At last Raghu with 
a small party ui [403] his troops, very bravely came on to oppose 
"Alivardi, and was engaged in hghting when a bullet hit his mouth 
and knockt^ out his teeth. In spite of his b-aving received such a blow\ 
Kaghii did Hot ixiftsent to flee, but ccirtdnued with great steadiness 
and spirit to oppose our army; for eighteen days fightinj^ cotilinued 
between the party of Paradise and the party of Hell; but ihe fight was 
not like the first day’s battle, only very often when an opportunity 
offered each attacked and plundered tlie olhcr's troops. 

During this time ’Alivardi's consort the Naw^ab Bcgam Sahib sent 
□n her own behalf Naqi "Ali Kh. and MuzalTar '. 4 lj KJi. to Raghiiji 
for peace. These two envoys, through the medium of HabibuUah Kh. 
interview'cd Raghu and delivered their mes^gc. Ragbu who had 
repeatedly witnessed the blows dealt by our heroes* was inclined to 
making peace instead of continuing the war. But HabibuUah Kh., 
who bore a deadly hositility to 'Alivardi. did not agree to making pi-ace ; 
on the contrary dUsuadirtg Raghu froni such a purpose he advised him 
to go to Murshidabad, being conndcni that as that city was without 
a eomiuanding authority and ^Alivardi was at such a distance, the 
cajMtal could be easily taken. Raghu also* kuowLug himself to be no 
warlike manp and in the matter of peace negotiations [40b] ascribing 
deception to 'Alivardi—being, like the Kafir that be was, forgetful of 
the Tradition 'War is a sort of stralageni'p did not believe in the offer 
of peace* and accepting th^ counsel of Mir HabibuUah Kh., marched 
towards Murshidabad^ 

Next day^ *Altvardi set out for Patna in pursuit of him. Up to 
their arrival at Patna our soldiejs underwent the greatest hardship 
because of the looting of their grain on the (first) day of battle and tbe 
failure of fresh supplies to arrive. ^ that scarcity reaped the cxti^nao 
point in our camp- Raghu not slopping there set our for Bengal; so* 
'AUvardi inarcbcd in pursuit of him. WTien the Nawab reached the 
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Mfttd of ChMipsuiagaT at the viUa^e tjf Bhagalptirp Eaghu seissLng an 
uppcninnity ntade a raid on his cajnpt plundered a portion of the men 
in the rear with the catnp and baggage^ and then set off for Bengal 
by the jungle route. 'Alivardi* hastened by the public highway, and 
wrote to Kaw“^s]i Md. (sc) Kh. Shahlmat Jang to guard the city 
til] Lis arrival. Raghu reached the environs of Mur^hida-bad one day 
before the Kawab^s arrivaJ, set fire to the villages near the city^ Bucb 
as [4id]Clihapaidah and the garden of Mir Md, J^afar K 3 i. and 
plundered them. Just (hen the army of 'Alivardi reached the outskirts 
of the city. Raghui intmediatcly ou hearing ol it vacated the held 
without fightings and witti all tlie Maratha troops from the further bank 
of the Bhagirath! set out tovs'ards the south and Wicst of th^ city. 

'Alivardi alter halting for three or four daj^ at Chhapaidah, 
resumed his mardi, pud passing by the outside of the city towan?^ die 
Katra of J^afar Kh. encamped at Amaniganj beyond the dty of 
Murshidabad. On one more occasion a great battle tvas fought with 
J^aghu at the Rani Talao^ on die further side of Katwa- In this battle^ 
he displayed all his strength, but after itiany Marathas had been slain 
and all his efforts not prombing him victory + he found himself 
fwjvvertess to %ht any more and turned his back to the fiddn 'AlivardL 
nor giving up the pumuit^ followed him. 

Ragbuji, after having been repeatedly beaten by our troops and 
lost many troops in this way. and in addition, receiving tiews of 
disturbances in his own kingdom, retnrtied to his country in disappoint- 
mentp leaving Habibullah Kb. with Uvo or three thousand Maratha 
horse and six or seven [4 thousand Afghans of G hulam Murtaz a 
Kh.p Buland Kh., and others in Jtedinipur* WTien ^Alivardi kaml of 
his repeated flights and going outside the frontiers of Bengal, he 
teturned to Murshidabad, because his ^Idiere had suffered grea* 
privations durfhg these long campaignSp and he engaged himself in 
giving them repose and the chance of feciiperaljon. Here he ttimed to 
regulating the affaini of administration, and improving the condition 
of his soldiers and peasantry. 


XVII 

The fmrri&ge 0/ Akriim-ud-dtiuiah artd Siraj-ud-dauWL — 

These mairiages were celebrated with greatest splendour and 
decoration; h is no exaggeration to say that Bengal had never before 
seen such grand celebrations. ^Alivantii ^ve away about one thousand 
robes, and ShaMmat Jang nt the marriage of Akmm-ud^aulah nearly 
thousand resplendent robes,—each priced from a hundred to a thousand 
rupees, and some of them even Wgber^ to all their kinsfolks fellow- 




BE:>!GAL 


xiS 


tribesmen, loUnwers, companions and dancjog giris and musscians^ 
For one month, nay longer, (easting continued in the houses of both 
these chida. Them mmained no man, high or middle class, among 
the inhabitants of tile city who did not get a share of this bounty 
(food) repeatedly; and every- man's portion, \^hich is popularly kno’vn 
as tOTiili, was made up at a cost of twenty to twcntyfive nipccs; and 
thousands [4^1^] of these were distributed.^ 

.'1 littte about the affairs of 'Atai^lab A'A,_Afler his arrival in 
Bengal he wi« given by Jlaji Ahmad his riaughlcr in marriage, 
When Alivardi went to Patna as deputy governor, at Rajmahal bv 
order of Sliuja-’iid-daulah, ‘Ataullah was appointed to the charge if 
tliat city as deputy of Kar Talb Khan, fa son of Shuja's (inteiti'il 
unde, who had kinship with that Khan.) As Hdji .'Vhmad was kindiv 
disposed to him, his interests pritspcrcd, till after the death of Shuja, 
Sarfaruz Khan, who w-as not well inclined to Haji Al]rn.ad, appuinlvd 
his own kinsman (AA«ft) ilasan Md. Kh, as fatijdjli of Rajmahal by 
dismissing Aliiullah Kh. hJaji Ahmad, on learning of it, as he was 
always on the lookout for bringing his brother 'Alivardi from Patna 
m order to improve hLs own position -which was truly a cause of 
(his) eternal ruin—with great humility supplicateil SarJaraz, through 
ihc friendly inter-cession of KaiuKatiin ■Aiam Chand, to retain 
'Ataullah in that office on the pretext of its Uitig necessary (for the 
collection of revenue) till the campletion of the year. His real reason 
was that at that lime the path to Bengal had to cross the Sahrigali defile, 
fn the midst of these things, 'Alivardi (as I have narrated before) 
entered the pass of Sakrigali and gained his object; he made 'Ataullah 
Kb, substantive faujdar of Hajmahal and added the 'ilaija of [42b] 
Blidgalpur to his charge, and assigned two thousand horeemcn to hi; 
contingent, whom he was given the authority to enlist or rt;sT T|ii;i 

As Shahamat Jang and his wife very much lovcif 'Ataullah, hb 
position improved day by- day, till he became a six-Aardrj mansabdiir 
(six thousand sawar rank), and was granted by the Emperor the right 
to play ireitiiflf. use the fringed p^lki, and the title of A'aar-ud-dauiab 
Baliadur Sabsi 

A short aceount of ^uhanuHati Iraj Khan _His firandfather 

.Uuslafa Qnli Kh. was the trusted diwan of the household of .\fd. 
.-Va'am Shih the son of '.^anigir. During the prince s stay in fiujiat, 
^(llstafa Quli held high offices in that province. He had three sons 
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Atbar Quli Kh* [the father of Iraj KhAt Shah Quli Kh. and Jllrza 
Md. Kaqi : all the brothers» particularly Shah Qiili and Akbar QiiU, 
enjoyed very great honour. ^lustafa QuJi died id the lifetiioc of the 
prince. Prince Az"am had conferred the charge of hia artillery^ on 
Shah Quit Kh.p a few day^ before the battle of Jajau, in vvhich both of 
them were slain. Akbar Qtili Kb. during Prince Farrukhsiyar’s stay 
10 Bengal lived here wdlh honour* in wbal ca parity this [43d] author 
does not kixnv. After his death, in the regin of FamikhsiyaTp Md. Iraj 
Kh, was a friend of Ghairat Kh. and his time passed without distress. 
After the slaying of the Sayyid brothers^ and the cod of the govern¬ 
ment of Farrtikbsiyar, he (Iraj) went with ^tuhariz-ul-mulk Sarhuland 
Kh. to Gujfat and followed him for some rime: then leaving him he 
came to Betsgal. Shuji-'ud-daulah^ who highly ^'alijcd his forefathers, 
cDlis^d him amung his personal attendants. In the battle of Sarfaruz 
with 'Alivardi, Ir^j Kh. was wxiundod and his son was killed. For a 
lime he remained at home without any employment. 

Then the new rulers turned to coociliating him and enrolled him 
as an officer of 'Alivardi's GuwrJiment, Rut owing to ItIt 

great friendship he mostly remained with ^Ataullah Kh, A'ziz-ud-daiilah. 
At this lime the daughter oE ^Ataullah Kli. who bad been hclmthcfl to 
Siraj'ud'daulah died» “Aliv'ardh who knew of the high qualisics of his 
family for many past gcneratioiifl, begged of him his daughter for being 
married to Siraj-ud-cfciulah, After the marriage he cherislied him and 
gave him some 'ilaqos of Bengal. 

XVI [I 

"Atwardi gO€i to expel the ^f&r^IIhas who were ^p^ead in Kalak 
li^lesar^ the $on (ff Raghuji coifiti to Hctir Katak^ Mfr 

Kh., withoHi pghtmg, hack un Bariwan .— 

Although 'Alivardi^ alter Raghujj had left the hmits [ 43 ^^] 'd 
Bengal, returned to Murshidabad for giving rest to his trtKiife* yet his 
mind w^as always oppressed by the stay of tlie Maralha army in KataJCi 
l^alesar and Medinipur^ and he did not aegloct to feuifedy it. After 
cunsnltation. he decided to give the robe of subahdar of Katak to 
Saulat Jang and appoint Mir Md. J'afar* deputy governor of Orissa h and 
faujdar of Medinipur and Hijli, besides the bakhsliiship which he had 
been holding from before, giving him a jiew^elled sarpech. a jtgha^ 
a sw^ord, an elephant and borees. Saubt Jtmg also, on his own behalf 
save him a khirat with jewels. Mir Md. J'afar Kh. in the presence of 
the Nawab gave the deputy haklishiship to his uncle's son, Mir Ism'aiL 
he Sent Sujun Singh as his faujdar of Hijh, and fay order of ^Alivardi 
set out with 7 pOOO to 8.000 horse and ten to twelve thousand foot, for 
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regulating the province of Oriasa and expelling the Maralhas, After 
marching he arrived near Medinipur, The party of Mamthaa and 
Afghans who twre there, after fnlilc lighting, look the road to Batesar. 

Mir Md, j afar Kh, with his army entered Medioipur and ordered 
his troops to encamp on this side of the river Kansai. But Mir Md. 
J'a far 5 nature was wholly bent on pleasure and [44(1] idleness, and 
Ghulam ‘Ali (the son of Hakim Beg) and Mir 'Ali Kh.,—who in spite 
of his professing to belong to a respectable family was known to be a 
man of low* and vulgar ^aracter, established complete influence over 
lus mind and they remained day and night intoxicated and sunk in 
stupidity. Although ‘AJivardi wrote to him again and again to go to 
Katak and drive the Maratbas out, he did nm at all listen to it. 

At last the news spread that Janoji the son of Raghuji had come 
near Katak. 'Alivardi, seeing that it was impossible to fight and expel 
the Maralhas by means of Mir Md. J’afar Kh., himself started towards 
llardwan, with his array, and Saulat Jang, 'Atiiultah Kh., Haidar 'All 
Kh.. Faqirullab (sic) Beg Kh.. and among the Afghan captains 
Shamsher Khan, Sardar Kh.. ‘Umar Kh,. Raham Kh„ &c. and 'Ali 
Asghar Kubrn who had come to India at the call of 'Ataullah and with 
all honours become a sharer in the campaign. 

In the meantime, the advanced troops of Janoji, having reacherl 
the further side of the river Kansfli, carried away some elephants &c. 
(of the Bengal troops). Mir Md. J'afar Kh. though he had sixteen to 
seventeen thousand horse and foot under him, without getting correct 
news (of the enemy} or striking a blow, withdrew from 

Medinipur and took the rr>ad to Bardw^an. "Alivardi, who on hearing 
this news, had advanced from Bardwan, met Md. J'afar at Jhlofcra. 
As J'afar had shown negligence and slothfulncss in doing his assigned 
task, and because it was quite contrary to the conduct of a commander 
and a brave man to retreat before the enemy in spite of his own 
superiority of strength,—'Alivardi after censuring him—^which he folly 
deserved—sent him back to his quarters. 

Mir Md. J'afar Kh. accc^rding to the saying. "Truth is hitter*', 
manifesting u-ounded feelings, gave up attending the Court. ‘Alivardi, 
out of hfci kindliness of heart and politenes of manners, paid a visit 
lo Mir Md. J'ufar's tent on the plea of condoling with him {lit., 
trading the {Mha) on the occasion of the death of oiie of his relatives. 
Mir ^fd. J’afar Kh.. having seven or cighi ibousand lirjops and the 
materials of ,1 commander with him, took a wrong idea into his head; 
he did not go out to welcome 'Alivardi on the way and say hi.s sav 

humbly.—as regard for the Nawab's rank demanded_but took certahi 

steps unworthy of his posjlion. 

'Alivardi returned to hb own tent, and discerning the marks of 
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stupidity aod Jnaolende in conduct, summoned Ssijan Singh, the 
deputy o( 4Mir Md- J'a.far in Hijli, to render acconnts of the revenue 
of that pan. [45^*] Mir >rd. J'afar> opposing (iif.. modifying) \hh 
order, to send Sujan, replied "Tlic carrjdng of my ?aw [ar, or disgrace?) 
Ls the duty of my own head”, 'Alivardi being angry' at remviDg such 
an iinpertijiiuit reply, sent Mir Sayyid Muhammad Yasa’tt'aJ [State 
messenger) Mith some men to bring Snjln Singh uillingly or by force 
ThU man, who had a violent temper, after going to Mir Md. J'afar Kh., 
spoke some harsh and seizing the hand of Suj^ Singhs brought 

him away. 

Next day, 'Alivardi deemed it expedient to confer the faujdari of 
Hijli in hLs own riglit on Sujin Singh and the bakhshiship, vice Mir 
>fd. J^afar Kh. dismis^d, on N^unillah Beg Kb+ and signed an order 
for dismissing the contingent of Mir Md. J'afaj Kh. These dismissals 
and new' appointments at once extinguished the pride of IVlir Md. J^afar 
Kh. and he sank into the nook of obscurity [or eonlenipt.) 

Just then the Nawub heard of the arrival of Janoji near our camp. 
Next morning the Maradia-Afgfian army came on for battle * from 
this side "Alivardi moved out with hLs army and fighting began between 
the parties of Heaven and HelL The Islamic heroes hy their blows 
and rapid musket fire caused smoke to come out of the bmlns ot the 
Deccatii troops. {456) In tills battle Sayyid ^AU Asgbar Knbm, dis- 
plajdug greater valour than other heroes^ slew' many of the Marathas. 
Jinoji unable to contend, ttx^k to flight. Thereafter, knowing that he 
could not face the Nairab's army he planned to plunder Murshidabud 
'Alivardi j on hearing of it. w^ent in pursuit of him so fast duit ihc enemy 
could do no harm to the inhabitants of that dty. JatiO]i. this tunc 
after truiking some futile efforts [raids) on Ihc environs of Murshidabad, 
took the road to Medinipurp defeated and broken- Tlic Nawwh without 
delay set out In pursuit of him. But as Janoji without halting at any 
place reached Medinipur, 'Alivardi owing in the nearness of the rainy 
season p put oflf the destruction of the enemy to the next year, and 
rchimed to Murshidahad in order to give repose to his soldiers who 
had gone through exhausting marches and hghting. 

tn this battle "Ali Asghar Kh. Kubra had displayed [4Gtf] great 
valouFp but as hh moventents and stay had betrayed signs of disloyalty 
and deception and as 'Atauilah Kh. for the sake of helping him 
cherished some futile designs^—-'Alivardi dismissed Ali Asghar and 
expelled him from Murshidabad with every kind of severity.. 

When the rainv season of thL=i year endedp ^Ahvardi according to 
the rule that a king should be ever vigilant started with a strong force 
from Murshidabad towards Medtnipur for expelling Janoji. Janoji 
had been so tenor-stricken by the valour of our troops that he did not 

16 
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cherish the least itiea of givipg batUe^ but according lo his custoniary 
practice, when the Nawab caiiii? nearer^ he went away to rovi; m the 
j[ingle country of Bengal, known as Bislmupur and Pachet^ 

‘Alivardi without giving up the chase, entered the with lik 

army, Janoji passed every day at a tdlffcrcnl) place and ever^' night 
in the wilderness. As provisions did not reach oujr army, the price o( 
lood stuffs reached fatniue Jimits in oui camp and the rice and gh^ ni 
oirr troops became totally tinobtainable. For some dayh the troops 
boiled tile fat of oxen m Uic place of gke^. The jungle was so [,0b] 
thickly overgrown with trees that the vanguard under 'AtauIIali Kh.t 
Sard 4 r Kh., and Shamshcr Kh,, having gone a few ko$ ahead in 
ptirstiit of the enemv, no news of them reached Llie Nawab for ibicc 
days ; and the two divisions sought each oilier. '^Alivardi^ becoming 
alarmed at this state of after deep meditaiinu, ordered tliat in 

the jungle the drummers of Saulai Jang should loudly beat their kettle- 
drums in a manner contrary to custom, so that the noise might possibly 
reach the cars of the vajignard, and they w^ould thus get news of each 
other, lliis excellent device succeeded, and the vanguard who were 
only a short distance away but owing to the dense jungle had no 
knowfcdge of the position of each other* now on hearing tlie beat of 
the drums* tnrued to^vards the Kawab^s station and met him oq tlic 
fotirth day. 

During this stay in th^ jungle, Janoji never once chose to give 
battle, but wem away in dhappoiniment from die jungle of Bislmupur 
to Bardwan. "ALivardi on hearing of it, issi^cd froru that intricate 
jungle aud marched towards Bardwna : and Janoji on learning of his 
near approach, fled without fighting towards Medinipnr. 'Ahvardi 
knowing that [4?^J Junoji W'Oiild not fight onr army, returned to 
Murshidabad to give rest to his worn out troopu and pul oB the expuh 
sioh of the Mamthas from the province to the ne,\t year. 


XIX 

Th€ mniiny of Skamsher KhAn and oiksr , 4 /gAaj*s, ailcmpt 
to conquer Patmi^ ZiiiHuddin Ahmad Khan is kilied. "Alivardi 
marches to exiirpale the Afghans. They are stain in The 

family of Tamiddin is released .— 

Raghu Bhonslt?, after being icpeatedly beaten by our troops, took 
lo cunning and deception, and wrote offering, in return for alliance 
with liim, the goverTK>rship of BiMr to 'AtitiJJah Kh., and one lakh of 
rupees in cash In Sardar Kh and Shamsber Kh.* and two lakhs of 
rupees on condition of killing Zaiuuddin Ahmad Kh. and ajiztng (the 
city of) Patna, along with the faujdari of Darbhanga, and the enUsi- 
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mcnt oi iz^ooo (Afghan) horsemen. Thus these persons being assured 
of support, decided again to rebel against ^\livardi+ and Avished to 
resign hb service. However much ^Alivardi tried to conciliate thcni, 
they did not Ibted. So be disim^aed these men who ouniberDd nearly 
iiis or seven thousandn After taking their pay they set out for 
Darbhanga [47^] where they haci been in re^^idcnce for msmy yeans^ 

In the year when Ghulani Mustafa Khan bad risen in rebellion ^ 
he had invited Shanisher Khan and Sardar Khan to join himr but 
shey liad dccilined, and had loyally followed the Nawab. After Chnlam 
Mustafa Khan had been killed In ihc year 115S [June 1745 A,D.] 
Shamshcr Kh. and Sardar Kh, in reward of their fidehty were granted 
by 'Alivaidi an increa^ of their pay and an addition to their coniin- 
gentSp which they had begged for. Seeing the number of their 
retainers increased from the past, they ventured to cany out the 
ambitioa that they had in their hearts. At the end of the above year, 
Ragbuji invaded Bedgalp as has been nairaled before f and he inw-sted 
the envimos of Mnrsliidabad. trying to prcii'ent the coming of grain 
and otiier necessaries Irom Bha^wMgola to Murdiidabad, MTiTshidabad 
b ritpated on [4&ffJ the bank of the stream called the Bbagirathi, and 
the beginning of its mouth, where It statis from the Ganges t = thc 
PadmaJ dries up^in all seasons eiscept the rains, the flow of water id 
the Bhagimthi falls to knoe-dcplh, by reason of the jdiiclioii of some 
fkiltls from the westi so that boats find it diffi.cult to ply on it. For 
thk reason all the produce of the further bank of the a Ganges that 
come iQ Murshidabad, at all times except in the rainy season, arrive 
in boats (only] up to the feny knoAvn as Bhagwangoll^ which Is six 
or seven Aes from the city of Muoihidabad, 

^'Vlivu^di who was then staying at Amamganj. scut Shamslier Kh. 
and Sardar Kh, to guarJ the npad to Bhagvs^angola and to prevent the 
Marathas from molesriug wayfarers, and they AWtit to Bhagw’iLngola. 
As they had long cherished the desire of selling the govcnitnent of 
Bengal, at this lime, trying Lo realise tliat design* they felt that the 

nieans of success was to make an alliance wiUi Raghii« They 
wmte friendly leltem to him and infonned him of their desire, m such 
a manner as to induce him to agree. So* they neglected to guard tiic 
r^iad. and the Marathas plnmlered the oxen and grain etc. on the road 
op some occ^ions. On hearing of it> ^Ahvardi sunurtonccl ShamshtT 
Kh* and SardiLr Kh. to his Dfesence and appointed Sa id Kh. Saulat 
Jang to guard the Bhagwongola road- 

[48 1 ] When RaghUp as I have narrated before, after leaving Mir 
Ilabibullah widi a Mamiha force Ln Mtdinipur, himseli took the road to 
the Deccan in defeat, sieus of Sbamsher Kh. and Sardiir Kh/s hostility^ 
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appeared every day, and Ihey took certain stcp« which pointed to their 
disloyalty, so much so that ? strong report became cuncnt that they 
Were plaimiog rebellion and only waiting lor an opportunity to slay 
■Alivardi by treacheiy. 'Alivardi too ordered his men to be on the 
alert and oa the defensive. At this time these generals demanded 
Some additional payments {takalif) with unbeamblo importtmJty. 
Alivardi deemed it good policy to dismiss them with their six or seven 
thousand troopers, and ordered them to bo turned util of the city. 
Three or four montlis alter this affair, in the first montlis of winter, tlic 
Nawab was encamped at Amanieanj for chastising tlie MaiaUias who 
were occupying Medinipur, when Mir Abiii Mu'^i, who had formerly 
been steward (Khan-i-samaij) of Burljaii*ul-muUt, and was now living 
[49a] with Haibat Jang in great honour, came as envo^' from hinj with 
this message, Shamshcr Kli. aud Sardar Kh. after their dismissal 
have been living in their old homes in Darbhanga, with a force of 
Afghans under them. The expulsion of this tribe is very difficult, and 
(heir stay in this province without any cmploymoni is (ho cause' of 
disorder. In these circumstances 1 pray that if you picrmil it, f may 
enlist ihi'm with two or three thousand of their troopers ; but as there 
is not enough land in (his province to supply the pay of these troops 
and I have no means of providing the money, I pray that their salary 
may be paid by you." ' i 

Ativardi at first declined the propxisal but at last to please Haibat 
Jang, consented, and the envoy returned successful to Haibat Jang. 

J have heard from trustworthy witnesses that Haibat Jang had twfo 
reasons for taking this step: fi) After engaging tbeio in liis service, he 
would wait for an opportunity to get rid of them (slay) as he had done 
to Raushan Khan, and cleanse the district of Tirhut, even all the 
province of Bihar, of their existence, so that thereafter he might have 
no fear from their bravery, (a) Zainuddin .^hmad Khan had kamt the 
act of niling and management of affairs from his uncle, but he 
imagined that he was a cleverer man than any in practising deception 
and fraud, and hence had the utmost confidence [496] in the correct¬ 
ness of his own wisdom. Hia design was to leave a deputy in Patna, and 
with the help of the Afghan troops, place bis great nnclc in retirement 
like a venerable old man (A'Autii;dy7ar) and prevent his elder brothem 
Shahamat Jang and Saulal jang from gaining poisession of Bengal , 
and thus himself gain control over the entire country, But this author 
had heard directly from the late Mahdi Niar Kh.. who was Haibat 
Jang's bakhsbi. that Haibat Jang definitely had the inlention of treat¬ 
ing his unde as the latter had treated his master Sarfazsz Kh by the 
advice of his fattier Hiji Ahmad. Anyhow, as he was inspired bv a 
wicked aim in this cnfeiprise. a great retribution resulted in executing 
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ihe dcftaib, and according to the sayingp '*Hii who digs; a hole (fw bis 
brolher verily falls into it/' nis plan landed him in a bad plight. 

In shortp after llic return of Mir Abul Mu'alL Haibat Jang being 
bent on pJacaling the Afghans, asked them to enter his service. They 
after being reassured in their mind^ and taking soleinn promises from 
liLnip agteed> and Sbaiiisher Kh., hU sister's son .Mtirad Sticr Kh.i and 
Sardar Kh^p with two or three thousand trotjps enlisted under him. 
Starting froiii OarbliaDga^ they hatted on the further bank of 

the Ganges. Next day Zainuddin Ahmad Kli. went to them by boat 
with two or three khitwA^ servants and his young son Ihlirzil Malidi, in 
order to conciliate the Afghans still more, and after meeting them and 
gi\^g tliein many kinds of gifts [ot favours), retuinedp and issued 
orders that the Afghans should btf allowed to cross the Ganges with 
their soldier?. 

The next morning (i3tli Jamiary, 1748) w'hich w^as to l>e iho night 
of Zainuddin's life, was lixed for llie audience of the HAfgluins. Hatbat 
Jang in order to reassure the minds of the AlghaniSp ordered that no 
soldier of his own except a few khawascs sliould be prehear at his 
daihir* Comipg out of his private chamberp he sat down in utter 
carelessness in the Hall of Forty' PUlarSp on his masmd. That day all 
the Afghan troops muunted their horsejip and sat armed and ready for 
the tme of uciion, from the Garden of J afur Kh. to the gate trf the 
Fort of Patna. First Sirdar Kh, came to the audience and was given 
ieavx-^ to go after receiving favoutsj to send up Shamshcr Xh. pfrimplly* 
At that lime Murad Shcr Ktian (the sbier*s sun of Sliani^er Khan) 
was seated there, and Haibat Jang asked him about the cominig of 
Shamsher. Mtirad Slier replied Oiat in order to avoid crowding, [5^*] 
he had sent (Murad) Kh. to the interview first, and after Murad had 
returned he liimsclf would come for this mterview, Zamuddin .^hmad 
Kh, gave the betel-leaf of conge to Murad Sher and to everyone of his 
brothers. At this time one of them struck his dagger into the stomach 
of Haibat Jang and hnished him ; and the other fat Afghans who had 
come ready for this wwk* drew their swords^ fell upon the few 
attendants who were present there, and slew most of themp and 
wounded some ; a number of the Nawab's servant? fled away to 
comers and so saved themselves^ Sardar Kh, and Shamshcr Kh. 
with the Afghan soldiers who were seated on thdr horses outside the 
Fort, in itadincss for such a titne, galloped into the Fort, looted aJl 
partes [atmf\ of the mani^iori of Zaiuuddiii .Ahmad, and turned to the 
city. 

W'hen this awful new? leached Haji Ahmad, he did not at first 
credit it. but when it was verified, he acted like a distracrcd man. 
From this time till iiE?ar midilay he had the opportunity' : if he had 
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quickly rnountcd a horec, talcop the road to Bengal and reached hk 
broEher^ be vvotiJd not have undergone the di^onour and torture that 
he actually stifiered. But he kept planning lipw to uke away hk 
jewels [51^1] and gold coins,—till at last Sbaxnsher Kh/s men arrived 
in search of him. At that lime in confusion he ^^ilbdrew his hand 
from every thing, leaped down from the wall tof his mansion) and 
hid himself in the house of a very poor artisan [for harf read karfa]\ 
but near the evening {"as^r) ihe men of Shamshcr Kh. {discovered him 
andj look him to that gcaemJ, placing lum on a chaupdid without a 
scnxuft, with every kind of dishopnut, 

Shamsher Kh. after the klUing c>| Zainuddin Alunnd Kh., did not 
stay in the Jort^ but after pJaemg a guard in the house of dte murdered 
man, took away his w^omeu and children with him^Jf to the Garden 
of j'alar Kh., placed them in a smn]1 tent neiLC his own tent, and 
seated Haji Alimad under the shade of a popijlar!y called qabcki 

(?) and put guards on them. 

He turned to the plan of hKhting 'Alivardi and c^pturiag tlie 
suhah of Bengal. Opening his hand in gift and liberality, he in a lahort 
time collected nearly forty to fifty thousand Afghan horsemen. As for 
the property of Zainiiddin Ahmad, I have beard from trustworthy 
narrators, that three lakhs of rupees in cash rame into his hands. For 
obtaining the hrasure of Haji Ahmad, be practised on the latter every 
sort of rigour and torture and subjected him to many kinds of insult 
and disgrace in speech and act* That worldlingp in [5ii) these 
circumstances, out of his love of life gave mfomiation about the 
hiding places of his treasure under torture, till in the course of days 
nearly sixty or seventy lakhs of rupees in rupees and mohars, besides 
jewellery^ were secured from him. At last tbc torture inflicted on him 
in extracting his tmasuie brought on his death. The Afghans digging 
a humble (Affwiiw) grave buried his body in it. Then extendi ng their 
hand in extartion upon all tht imiabitants of die cit>% ihey imposed a 
fixed ilotal) amount of hvy on the people high and low, A great 
tumult and canvnl^on set in. Moi^l of the higher people put to 

dishonour. 


XX 

Jn short, towards the end of Miihairam {c. ig Jaunary, 1748)* 
Aljvardi at Amnnigatij received news of this calamity. A [though 
mortified at the murder of a capable son (Le., nephew and soii4o-law) 
whom he knew to be like his own self in capacity for miing, and the 
shaiiiefuJ captivity of his, brother, his daughter and her chUdren,—the 
loss Ilf the government of Patua.^nd the fact that most of his best 
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iroops like 'Umr Kb,, KJi, and others^ famniia for ihcir abiUiy 

and courage, vverc among the rebtb, 'Alivardi oulwardlv [ 5^1 showed 
uondcrful self cootroJ md composure of miud, aod willi the greatest 
dignity and mastery ordered the mobilisatjon of nil hir Lroops. After 
they had been a^^mbled^ he addressed them ibus, ^Tienllemen, 
calamity has oomCp diifictilly has come- What is the rejnedy now?" 
They unajoimoiisly replied, ^"We arc obedient^ and shall do what yon 
decide/^ ^Ahvardi saidj worthy son has been kiUed : h\^ wnfe 

and children and my brother are in viSc captivity. After meeting with 
such a calamity life tastes bitter to mCp and I have op remedy except 
to sby and be slain. As the claims of your faithful attachment to 
me for so many years are incumbent on mci in respect nf those w^ho arc 
vviDiug to help me I shall not spare my life or wealth for their sake ; 
as for those who arc unwilling i shaJi not press them. As I prefer my 
own death to life under these conditions^ 1 not of any 

associate in death.*' All the men presentp high and low^ alike, replied. 
"Wc arc detemiLncd to render wbat fidelity to your salt demands of 
ns. We have been favoured with many kinds nf gift and grace by 
you. We now ask for nothing but a chance of sacrihdng our lives 
for jciu." 

At ^Alivardi's invitation that they should confirm [ 5 ^^] dieir 
promise of firm adherence by oaths ^ a copy of the Qurm was produced 
and ail the chiefs sw^ore on it to join him. Then ^Alis^ardi added^ '*1 
am your debtor, and 1 ow^e you the arrears of your pay. I shall not 
fail to pay it up in fulh and ns you are not hesitating to risk your 
lives for me, 1 too shall not fail to give you money. But I expect ot 
you to take your pay irom me slowly {—by instalments) and gently> 
All the groups of soldieiB agreed and became of ope trund and deter¬ 
mined to follow bitn. 

*Alivardi then made grea^ efforts to pay the dues of the soldiers. 
As he had not enough money in his Treasuty’^ to suHlce for meeting 
their claims, he took a vast sum by way of loan from Shahamal Jang, 
from his daughter (the wife of Shahamat Jang}^ and Jagat Seih and 
Some of tile bankers and nobles, and distributed pay to the soldiers. 
But stUI much of their dues remauicd unpaidp w’hen tiie l^Iaratha cavalry 
MTived near Tklurshidab^d. 

The Naw^ab became puicalcd in mind whether to fight the 
Marathas+ who do not stay at one place and w’hose tactics art to fight 
running battles, or to go to Patna. At lajst he wisely decided on the 
latter course, and directed the [5^1 attack on ibe Marathas fmm his 
station at Amdniganj. Till the preparation for the march to Patna 
and the collection of war materials wirre completed, he stayed at the 
above place. Sending the camp (djhJA) of Saulat Jang to Bhagwram 
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goia to block the path of ihc Marathas from that place to ihc city 
(>furshidabad} and keep the road lor the coming of jjraJn open, so 
that then? mighl be no scarcity in the capital—he told the residents 
of ^rursliidabad, '' It is incumbent on me to go to Patna and fight 
the Afghans. J am .starting from this place and thi Marathas are 
spread aronnrj Uie dty. It is teyond my power to es:pel tbeni. 
Therefore, let even,' one of you go out to any place of saietv that he 
likes/* So, an die lugh and low people of Murshidabad, vveni lo 
varioiig places of ^[ety on the furtber side of the Ganges. TTie^' 
w'ho vvere unable to migriie remained in thdr own houses, reljing 
on God. 

"Alivardi^ after hv had completed the preparations for the 
campaign and won the hearts of his troops by gifts of money, started 
for Patna at the beguming of the month of Rab'i-iil awwal. (began 
3 gth Feb. 1J4S) with 13 to Jb ihuusand cavaliy and nearly twenty 
thousand foot musketeers tharq^ndaz}^ and from Amaniganj went 
to Jhapiidahp tlirce tnilr^s ouu.ide Murshidabad, on the road to 
Palna* He left Nawazish Md. Khan tShahamat Jang and 'Ataiillah 
Khan Sabit Jang in iMurshidabad with four or five thousand cavaJr>'+ 
and pmbahiy at the lime 0! his starting or a little before it (which 
the author does not remember exactly), at the intcrccssirpii of ShaMmat 
Jangj he festort^ Mir Md, [‘afar Khan to the Bakhshiship. vic^ 
Nurullaii Btg Khan, as he had held that post for many year3 and the 
soldiers liked him. As the Marathas were around the city and it was 
apprehended that as soon as 'AlivardJ would set out on his march 
they would encircle his army from a distaiice all the way to Fatna 
and thus prevent provisions from reaching hk camp> the Xawab 
ordered the chkf grains dealers of the camp and others who had the 
meaa^k to convty grain and other food sUiffs by boat ito hi^ moving 
camp.) 

In chorl, afler transacting ihr necessary business, 'Alivardi sel 
out fmm Jhapaidah^ The Marat has, after he had slarted. left the 
familiar triad, withdrew ilieir hands from Mnrshidabad, and w^ent 
tow'ards Patna by the jungle mute, ^iaif Khan, the faujdat of Puniiiip 
sent his jama^dar Shaikh Din Muhammad, with 1,500 horse, to assist 
the Nawib, but himself kept back on the plea of illness. 

[ 5 * 1 ^] When the army was passing through this stage. Dost Beg 
Bakhshi, a jama'dir of the Nawab, caught and brought to him a man 
on whom fetters from 'AtaiiUah Khan to Shamsher Khan and Sardar 
Khan were found, in which be professed his friendship for them and 
encouraged them to tight* When our army rtrached Bhlgalpor. the 
Maratha troops issued from the jungle. laid hands on the rear of the 
camp at the of Cbatupanagar, and ihon fled away. When our 
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army readied MujigiTp 'lundirr Singh the ^amindar of Tikari and 
Kamgar Khan the zanilndar of Bihar etc+ [Karhatl wailed on the 
KaHrall viith their contingents. At this time, loo, that sage and saim 
.Mir ^luhammad 'Ali, Khadim Hnsatn Klmn, and IsmaiJ Khan had 
the lioRQur of sntervjes^ing the Hawab. 

ShaiTiihir Khan and Sardar Khan mlh Ihe forty to fifty tliuiisand 
men that they had assembled, set from J’afar Khan's garden towards 
ihe village of Barh. "Alivardi after a ftw dat-s' halt at Mitngir. 
rt^iirued his march- In the meantime [54^?] ^iir Habibiiliah Khan 
\dth Janojt BhouslS and the Maratha army arrived near Patna and 
infonned the Afghans of their coming. Shamshir Kh^n and Sartlar 
Khan, who had first urged them to make this movci went to the 
Marafha camp to meet them, Mir HabibnUah who liad reaJly a 
turbulent temperament and had left nothing undone in adxising the 
enemy about Bengal and ruin mg that country, but fortune had not 
(hitherto) helped him, noiiV conferred robes of honour on Shamsbiir 
Khan and Sardar Khan^ gave them Uie subahdiri of Bihar on condition 
of entering the scrti'ice fof Jauoji?]* and i>ent tiiein back, 

Ncxi day ShamsLilr Kh. called to his camp Hahibidtah Klu< 
.^fi^za Md- S^ih, Mohan Singh and others by an invitation to dinner^ 
and after the fenst seated them In the tent which had been pitched 
tor their rest and sleeps aud himself went aw^y to his owm tent+ He 
sent a party of Afghans to stand as guard round the lent of Mtr Habib, 
and when Mir Habib wanted to go back to hia own camp, they 
to prevent him and tell him, * Wc have undertaken this business, 
kttled Zainuddiu Ahmad, and asscniblcd forty or fifty thousand troops 
in readiness to fight Mahabat Jartg, reljing on [55^^] vonr w^ord and 
promise, Tlje pay of cur army amounts to thirty ot forty lakhs of 
rupees. You can go away only after providing this money * 


VVljcn Mirssa Muhammad Salih heard of it, he foruic^ a plan or 
njtaCUi? " he lUstnictiid some Maratha horsemen to go outside ihe 
ind thence gallop into the camp of Shamshir Kh- shouting M 
Jarjg has come,'^ and then arrive near him in the same state of agita¬ 
tion. They acted accordingly. HabLbulbfi Kh. and others in pci- 
plexity wanted to go to ihcir own troops, when Shamshir Kh. 
i^ardM Kh. arrived and made their demand for monev. tfabibuliah 
replied that as Maiiabat Jang was coming, delay would mm Uiein . 
so be should go back to hts own camp and amuge for the money . 

that time it was proper for Shamidur and his party to p^parc > 
fighting, as the caemy were at baud. In short, after muc 
^fir Habib, after glvung a CharJcei as his secunty or c ^ _ 

the two kklLs of rupees still unpaid which he bad piomised at the 
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beglimijig, released ^hinssclf Srom lhL«s danf^erous vvhJrIpcwl through the 
irick of Minja Md. Salih. 

Ni‘?ct daj the t^o artntE^i came in sight of each other. [55^j] witli 
a distance of only three ^ir fonr has between thent. That nighty 
'Alis'ardi Icai-iiag hh own tent pa^sSed the whole night in watchfuftiess 
near the jiusi artillery. WTien the mn rose* he drew np his mnk^ at 
Riini Sarai. two kos west of Barh ; Bahadur 'All Kh. with the jiJiJi 
artillery formed his van ; Haidar 'Ali Kh. with the dasii artilleT^s 
and Raham Kh.* Mir. Md. Ka/im Kh.. and Dost Md. Kh. were 
pcksted behind these. On the nght hand side, where the Oanges lav. 
he ordered FaqLr-uJlah Beg Kh.^. KurulLah Beg Kh, and Shaikh 
Jahan Ydr to wait. On the left side, which faced the Maratha aitny. 
lie pasted Saulat Jang. l^ld. Ala Yar Beg Kh.. Md, Iraj Kh.^ Rajil 
Sundar Singh. Kamgar Kh. and some other sardara ; in the rear was 
posted Shaikh Md. Din wiih some jaraa'darg. He himself wjts in the 
centit^ of his ar^l3^ 

Shaimhir Kh. and SariMi Kh. also tiiarshalling Iheir [S^^l 
trcKips hastened to the light. Ait exchange of artillery fire bcijan. 
Victory" Imving been by the gratje of God allotted to the Nawab's army^ 
aE the beginning a cannon-ball carried off the head of Sardiir Kh. 
On the death of Sarddr Kf], who conunanded half of that army and 
tiian whom tlieie was no better captain under Shamsliir Kh., a 
confusion befell the enemy, and some thousaniK of Sardar 
follow"ers dispersed, and the rest of the army of Slmmshlr Kh. weft- 
filled with despair on seeing toe omens of %Hctory on 'Alivardi’s side. 

At this time the Marathas ad\=nnced tow-ercis the rear [Le-, bag¬ 
gage) of our army. Sirajuddaula was mounted on an dephant next 
to 'Ativardi^s. and he suggested to the Nawab: ^'ITie enemy have 
made the attack, it is necessary' to lake measures against them'** 
^Alivardf in high anger repJted. "The enemy hostile to me are those 
(Afghans) who are standing in front of rtie- I have no fear of tht" 
Maralhas. and after beating the Afghan.^ 1 siiaU by God's help defeat 
the Marathas also^\ Without turning his attcruion to that side, he 
sent orders to Shaikh Jahan Yar and FaqirulJah Beg. m the right 
wing, that the lime of waiting was over and they should spur thdr 
horses and charge the enemy. 

Just then a trooper came from Eaham Kh. the kader 
the vanguard and reported, that it was ad viable to advance to thL- 
attack, and therefore he was going to charge, and begged 'Alivardi 
coH^peratc, 'Alivardi repeatedly urged Faqirullah Beg Klu and 
Shaikh Jahan Yar to charge* hut as the order had oo effect, he drove 
hi.s tiwn elephant w^th the few soldiers present round him to the aid 
of Kaham Kh. and Haidar ^Ali Kh. Just then ih:^ happy iiCW5 
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Lirrivcd of Shain^ir Kh. h5iviAg slaio* It happened in ihh 

way:—Afttr Sardar Kbiin had been killed* a great disorder and dis- 
l?eraioii befell the Afghan array, and Sharashir Kh., came down from 
his elephant and (fought) on foot \^illi a few Afghans. Habib Beg 
Khan came tip vAth him and after a right slew him with tlie sword, 
.^furad Sher Khan had fallen dawn on his elephant half dead from a 
niuskct shot i Ka?.im *A]\ Khrin drove his horse up lo him and cut 
ufl his head. The heads of the two enemy generals sverc brought and 
Hung dcAvn befoie ^AlivaJ■d^s elephant* 

\AUvardi prostrated himself in giving ifianks to God for such a 
vicioiy and grdered the band to play joyous music, [57^] The 
^Taratlias who wt-re standing on the left side oa seeing this state of 
tilings, took to flight, '^AUvardi with the greatest genllcness and care 
Went to the enemy's camp and pitchefl bis own tent there. Hi^j 
daughter^ the widow of Zainuddln Ahmad Kh., who was a captive 
with the Afghans^ came out Aith her children and met bim+ Bath 
sides praised God for His mercy. The public of ihe city, high and 
low, after escaping from rnin> came and kbsed the carpet of his 
audience chamber. 

After one or tivo days of hatting, *Alivardi marched to Patna 
city. After again rendering thanks to God, he sent presents and 
money to the Sayyids, Mumins. Faqir^, and needy people of Patna, 
and despatched some trusty people lo confiEtale the property of the 
Afghani of Darbhanga. for the familte of the Afghans w'bo ha<l 
sought refuge with the ^mindar of Betid. that lamintlaj wtotc to the 
[576] Nawib that as they had taken actuary with biinp he would 
pay ‘Alivardi three lakhs of rupees as e^iriir for releasing them- The 
Naw'iib declined and sent a party of his ofliceni lo bring them- When 
They arri%^cd neir the city^ he ordered them to be placed in Cha^p^li 
Tatk^ and gitrhis with every care and honour and brought to the city 
by the western gate^ and made to aJight at a suitable place near bis 
own quarters. It was done. Though the Afghans had done imspeak- 
ahle dishonour to the wife of Zainuddin Ahmad Kh,, in spile of their 
having eaten his salt for many years, ^Alivarch treated the captive 
women of the Afghan rebels with every' kindntris and honour and 
gave them more than theii neccstfsiry articles. He most stringently 
ordered Sirajuddaulah, whom lie loved like a son and ikan whom 
noije was dearer to him, lo give previous intimation when ho came 
to visit ^Alivardi tn the palace - because (he Afghan women were m 
parda there* [58^] When ihe dishes ami fruits that he lik^ were 
brought to him* be brat sent a portion of them to the Afghan prisoner * 
lie aever ^poke of them without adding the w'ord Ribi to (heir names. 




133 


tSENGAl NAWAES 


After ^ tkrie he gave them many kineb of favours and gifts and sent 
them av;^y where they wanted to go. 

At this time he WTole to Shahamat Jang infomiing him of ilnr 
vicloTy and urging him to send nasar and with an order to 

send to Mir Habib his %\ik and children who were slill in Mof^dahad. 
after mounting them on getexf conveyances and giving them more 
money than they asked for for their jnujiiey. in charge of soo’ir trusty 
men of his own. 

At this dme news arrived of the death of the EmptTor Miihaiiim:td 
Shah and the succession of his son Ahmad Shah ^ , ^Alivardi did 
svhal Jay in Ins power to apply the Liealing hahii to the hearts of the 
inhabitant of Patna w’hkh had been wounded by the oppression of the 
Afghans. 

As "AHvardi Ava^ very fond of him ling, and at linst after his victory 
the Riinour arose and even the promise AVas made that the governor¬ 
ship of Bihiir woidd be given lo Saulat Jang, he left that piincc as his 
deputy in Patna and w^ent to the further bank of the {janges on hiint^ 
Siriij-ud-daulah. [58^] who was in the city, AA'as displeased at the 
depuly-govetuprship being given to Saukt Jang i so lie began to do 
things quite improper for him. This Avas the beginning of bis domina¬ 
tion, assertion of poAAer. and improper acts. 

After travelling and hunting, 'Allvardi rebimcd to Patna at the 
end of Rajab (ended on 15th July, 1748.) Saulai Jang, m the expec" 
Lation of the sobahdari of Bihar had made many of the leading men of 
the city, such as ^lahdi Ntsar Kb,, the sons of Hcdayet 'All Kh. (in¬ 
cluding the historian Ghulam Husain)r Khadim Htisaia Kh., Jzstat 'Afi 
Kh.j and others, his partisans and increased much of fhis) ejLpenditiifo- 
But the wife of 'Alivardi began 10 think tJiat if Saulat Jang was made 
subahdar of Bihar, he would after the death of 'Alii-ardi prove the 
greatest enemy of her daughter’s son SirajuddaiiLah. because Bihar is 
one of the chief subahs and troops could not pass from it to Bengal 
without the consent of the governor of Patna, and Shahamal Jang wa.s 
a man of no capacity and wanting in the power of 'fud 

knowledge of the world ttiumyad^t\ So she decided 10 do Nr best 
in order to secure Uio deputy governorship of Bihar for one of her own 
panii^nSf and accordingly induced “AJivardi hy various expressfoiss 
of dhlike. to beHevq in the worthle^ness of Saulat Jang and the 
excellence of her own plan. And she turored Sirajtiddaufah to declare 
to ^Vlivardi in [jqd] the presence of ah that if ihe subah of Bihar 
AA-ere ^vcn lo Saulaf Jatig. he would destToy himself. Such alarm was 
crealed in ^Aliv-ardi's mind that he resiled from his dcsidon. 

Saulat Jang, on le^g of ihk affair, which may be said m be a 
cause of bis own humiliation, in anger Avauied to go away to the capital 
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of DtiUii ; for some Jays he stopped altendiog the Nawab's darlmr, 
‘Alivardi himseli visited Saulat Jang at his bouse and gave an incrc* 
ment to his aliow'aiKes and by his gentleness consoled his mind. As 
llic rainy season was near he decided to stay there for regulating^ the 
adininistralion of that province and summoning tlie wife of 
Liddaulab from Mmshidabad in charge of Kayi Janaki K3m. the 
diwun of his household,—wUli tJie object of pving him the deputy 
govenifuship of liihar. After thetr arrival, he conferred the ft Ail el for 
tljd suhahtiw of Bihai on Snajuddaulah and the deputvsidp of that 
post on Kaja Janaki Ram. with mubat and a fritted pitkt : then for 
sTKithirtg the mind of Saulat Jang, he sent Janaki with Sadar-tt -Haq 
Kh. to that prince to make obusiiuct for the confcrnM'nt of this ofliw 
(deputy governorship of Bihar.) Though Saulat Jang ivaa cxiwme^ 
'lispleased at heart, he showed outward kmdncss aiul ??ave him the 
betel leaf of cttHgg. [5t)h] 


XXI 

When the rainy season ended, 'Alivardi, leaving Raja jjanaki 
Ram as deputy governor, and taking Sirajiiddaiilah and Saulat Jang 
with himself, set out for Murshidabad at the end of yj(\ aria ^ (c. ^6 
Nov, 174S), Mischief-makers hod previously planted in 'Alivardi s 
mind the idea that ‘Alaullah Kh. was hostile and intended harm to 
liim, and this Idea was now confirmed. So. he sent a letter to 
Shahamat Jrtng ordering liim, immediately on the itceipl of this 
to o,\pel 'Afaullah Kh., from Bengal, without doing any kind of inju^ 
or dishonour to him, so that he might not be in the city when t o 
Nawab arrived there. 'Ataullah saw no help but to w-ithdraw hw 
(rotn the cr»mmand and pleasures of Bengal ; so* ^ wives 

and children and all his property— which was said to amount to 
nearly eight lakhs of rupees in cash, and 60 or 70 elephants, he came 
out of Murshidabad, and proceeding along the Ganges, halted near 
Milda, at the mansion of Mir Zia-nllaii. siliiatfid in Mohanpur, to 
make thg necessary preparations of his jonmey. [bon.] 

’Alivardi performed tlw Jd-u^-Zuha prayer (20 Nov.) at Raj- 
tnahal, and continued his journfiy to Murshidabad by boat, a c 
middle of that month (35 Nw. 1748) he alighted fr^ his boat at 
Bhagw-angdla. where Shahamat Jang. Hii'sain fjuli Khan an a^ 
people high and low of the city advanced to welcome j)'® . 
this place. 'Alivardi mounted on an elephant reached Murshidabad 
by the land route {30 Nov. 1748 .1 In thanfa^giving for this great 
victory he. a second time, distributed alms to the Sayprfc 
cants, and urged (them) greatly to abase ihenteclves ore 
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of Htinour^, This tlmt; imny great men of Patna, atich as Mir Md, 
'Alip Daud 'All Kh,p 'Ati Ibiahitn Kli^p Naqi QuU Kh.< 

Haji MiihEimniad Kh., came to Bengal with 'AlivardL and Mahdi 
Xisar Kh. the sons o| Hedayet 'Ali Kh. [ho6J, Khidim Husain 
Kh., Izzai ^Ali Kh.^ Din Md. Kh.. Maulavi Yabiyap Mufti 
ZiauUah^ and some other men came in the company of Saul at J^n^. 
As Saulal Jang vc-d^ displeased at not getting the go^'emorsliip oi 
Biltar* and also not well disposed towards his dder brother Shaharnai 
Jang, besides seeing the power and inBuence of Sirajuddaulah increase 
daily,—he dbiiked living in Mui^dabad, but encamped at Bhagwaii' 
gold. After staying there for neatly tw^o months, at last at the strong 
urging of hb nncle and brother, he left Ehagwangota and took up his 
residence in the mansion buQt by hiinself on the further side of the 
Bhagiralhip opposite Murshidabad. 


XXII 

At this time news came of the death of Saif Kh*p the faujdar 
of Pumia, 

Saif KliaUp tJie son of 'Umdat-ui~Mulk Amir Kh. of 'Alatngir's 
reign, who had held the fanjdaii of Purniii for more than thirty' years^ 
died, Hb eldest son Fakhruddin Husain Kh. w'as know'n to 
^Aiivardi tn be incapable of guvemiiig : so, that the province would 
have been tniined if given [6 jb] to him. Satilat Jang held no high 
nfhee in Bengal, but he was praised for his capacity tn rule and 
carefulness ; 'Alivafdi ihertfore invested him in the robes of faujdar 
of Pumiip i^iving him a ^welled sarpccK a jewelled jigha, a gem- 
hajidkd sword and an elephant with its housing (ioffTysr). Hii- 
faujdari of Hugh was given to Sirajuddaulah. 

Saubt Jang sent KJiadiiii Husain Kh. as his agent’ before 
himself, and hun’ielf started for Fumta at the end of Rahi'ml-awwal 
(March 1749.) A party of Patna notables who had been comrades ol 
his brotlicr Haibat Jang—such as ^lahdi Nisar Kh.j Aqa * Abdul 
^Azirn, the sons of Hedayct 'All Kh-, 'Izzat 'Aii Kh. and others— 
went with him. FaJdiniddin Jiusain Kh. knowing himself power- 
less, wrote to say that he was obedient. 'Alivardi replied, "'Be 
assured in your ramd about me* reraaua there, and come and siee me ; 
God willing, yonr desires [616] will be gratihed.'' Fakhruddin Husain 
came to Murshidabad and had audience of the Nawib, At first he 
was iroatcd with every honour and favour. After a time, the Nawab 


Uusi boak wads Tht <.lLij|htai-fiirkl won] njrai« ridrr- 

tfsMlftiiMn Kfrtitli. p. 17,) Aiiti/i nr {nf a >i>ung prince) h wnHkeVj'. 
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(ittditig signs ot disloyalty and enmity in bus acts and speech^, 
ilctimcd it unsafe to leave so much money and maU-rials in the hands 
nl such a man, attached all bis property, assigned a place for his 
residence, granted him enough allowance to li^-c in comfort, and 
posted a party of troops to guard him. The remainder of bis history 

H-iil be narrated in its proper place. 

A little about the history of Janoji the son of Ragbu Bhonale: 
After the slaying of Shatnsher K.h., he fled avvay broken 
battle-field and took the road to Bengal. On the way. teceii^g news 
of the death of his brother, he [6m] sent Mir Habib mth some 
thousands of Marathas and Afghani to iledlnipur and KaUk, and 
hinuiclf went to the Deccan. After he had arrived there Kaghu ^nt 
his younger brother Sabaji witli a Maratha force to Ha 1 u 

Other incidents of this year: During the Nawah's stay in Patn^a. 
Rai-i-mian Chin Ray, the Diwan of Khalsa, who was supe^or to ^ » 
equals in integrity, died of old age ; and his peihkar B no a 11^ 
to discharge the duties of the diwan, without being appoiote to a 
post. Nearly one year having passed in UiL= way. 'AVivardi coiderred 
on him the robe of substantive diwim and the title of Riii i rman. 


xxm 

'/iiivardi mardtes towards Medintpur for _j 

ilaralfiaSt They ar^ expelltd. He taptvres titf of a a , 
other events which happened during this expeditiOH,—^^ 

After the suppression of Shamshcr Kh. the 
Bihar was cleansed of the existence of that ungnitctii tn ’ _ 

province of Bengal, too. was [ffflfr] enjoying peace and 
from tlic just and kindtv rule of 'Alivardi. Only in tie 
Katak and Medirnpuf. Mr. Habib was plundermg with a 
Matathas and Afghams. 'Alivardi knowing it to “ '\h ° .nnnih 

rninate this doomed group, set out with his army cary in • ® _ _ 

of Rabi'-us-sani, year ri(yz A.H. fc. 13 ^? 40 ) to dnve 

tnemv out. For some diiys he hailed at Katwa to c ► 

.»! U.™ hr B^n. men .mv..d ".ar .J' 

upon by HaidK 'AH Kb.. lb» dbrosh, »"'> 

had by hi, aider Mcaoiprd at Bardwan tor ™.c 
«itb ,ryra or ai«ht Ii™s.w 1 barnaadaa sivtir aod ata.l *■"* 
to Work d« 4lb if bs- rbatoa, thr Matotb* ■»>*= •" 
dt^yaatote te raumry »< to Madiaipur. 

u.. rtoTdto"^.r;b- -»; - - ‘"iaSr. 

tncDts* who were in eontuipeot o 
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claiiiOLir for their arrears of [63aJ pay and ndused to mardi. The 
Nawi^b s^oL my father ((xhulam *Ali Kh.,—see Siy&r-til-mHi., iL 173) 
with Mir?.a Hakitn Beg to condliate them, but their words had no 
effect. Ne?et day ‘AJivardi liim-self went lu the tent of Haidar ‘Ali 
Kh, for persuading diese men. He spoike very kindly to them and 
promised to discharge their dues very quicklyp a little in cash 
(Emmediatcly) and the i^t by assignment on ^hahamat Jang pa^^able 
lU a few dajfTS. But it had no effect ; tho^^e violent men adhered to 
their attitude mc3st disrespectfully. The chief of the sarr olTicei^, Mir 
Fatl 'AIJp too* liecame lliu partner of these mi^ulded men. Accord¬ 
ing to a curreal tradition, they had a wicked intention (to murder 
"AJivardi)* 

"Alivardi dismissed these disJoval people and sent them to 
Murshidabad with an order on Shahiiiuat Jang to pay their entire 
dues of salary. Then with the five ut thousand troupers that he 
had with him, remembering the Qtirani verse—'The guidance of God 
is enough, and tliere is no helper except Gr>d/ he set hi* face towards 
repelling tiie enemy. When after some marches he arrived near 
Mcdiuipirr, [G36] Mir Habib with the party of Marathas who were 
in cantonment lo Medinipur* after destroying their houses and property 
according to the Quranic verse* '"There h no help except from 
God,'" twk to Olght. The Nawab passing by thq inhabited porfinti 
of Medinipur, and cros^dug ihe river Katisai* set up hh standard 
(encamped.) Spies brought him the news that the Marwtha troops 
were l>ing scattered id many places of the jimgle of Medinipur. He 
ordered Mir Md. Kaziin Kh., Md. Kh. and other offioei^ 

to go in pursuit of the fugitives and crush them. They came up 
with the eneml^ after traversing a Jong dbtance* fought them and 
gained the victory : the vanquished flod towards KiUak. 

"Alivardi continued his advance, and after some marches halted 
at the port of Bfilcsar. Hero he leanit for certain that Mir Habib 
and Sabaji* seeing themselves powerless to fight, had dispei^d In the 
jungle country of Orissa with the Maratha and Afghan soldiers that 
f64fir] accompanied them. 'Alivardi* marching oontinually passed 
through Bhadrak and Jajpur. a.nd haUed at Barwa from wliich ptacc 
Katak is about 15 kos distant. 

Here he received letters from Sayvid Nur, Sarundaz Kh.* and 
Dharamd^ Hazari. (arljUcr>' captain} who held the fort of BAmhati, 
stating—"Wc are ready tu submit to you. When your army arrivei 
here* w't Hhall upen the gat^ of tlic fort to your officers and wait on 
ycrti."* 'Alivardi had already sent Mir Md. J afar Kh,, Faqimtlah 
Kh., I>ost Md, Kb, and other officers with all the men of the 
MW (traittpit duties) towards tlie jungk cotiutry where Mir Habib and 
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oibers ol ihe tnenty wre li\dng ; so, on recciviog ttu* ktkfs of 
Kh. and others, he \\ith the few men lhat he had mth 
□ timber did not reach even twa thousand homemcn, set out 
diat very night for daptiiring the fort of Bajubati. Marching the 
whole of that night and half the nejst day, without a lialt, and crossing 
die river ^lahanadL which flows at the foot of the Barahat! fcjrt. he 
arrived within ssght ol iMt fort. On accoimt of the ceaseless march¬ 
ing for iS hours, out of the two or three thousand troopers who had 
started with him only three hundred men had kept up with him 
al thi! time [646] of his arrival at the foot of this fort. If the 
giinrisea had attacked him^ bh retinue, tired with their long marthp 
would have been unable to resiist them. But by the grace of God 
and the strength of hb fortune, terror had been strack in the hearty 
of the pwjplc of the fort, and they had no recourse except to submit 
to hijn_ TJie heat of the sun,* in addition to tJie lack of teots-^owing 
iri not one of the porters having arrived during this long march^ was 
^ oppressive as to suggest the plain ol the Day of Resurrection. 

At the end of that day. Sa^yid Nur and Dhamindas. after inter' 
vipwiijg the Nawab* w^crc sent back on promising to tame the next 
morning with Sartndaz Kh. to meet thts Nawab and surrender 
(he fort to him. As these men had aJw’ays ui alliance with his 
enemies nvver hesitated in the JciSl to cause disturbance and injury, 
and had iri ways supported the infideb, ^Ali^'ardi regarded thdr pro- 
fession of obedience as a promise tnadc in terror and dedded as a 
luatter of pohtical necessity to cut the thread of life of such mischief- 
makeis : he ordered the party of his personaJ attendants to kill diem 
with their sw'ords when they would arrive [to interview hini) next 
moniing. 

Nc.xt mamjiig> 'Altvardi sat in a small tentp used in Ihe coum' 
uf riding* called a pSi: SirajuddauJah was seated outside the court¬ 
yard of this tent, beyrind the qan&t (tent walb) vdth a parly of 
U-rocs, He gave orders for admitting Sayyid Hur and Sarindai 
Rh. At thb time Dbarattidas aud Sayyid Jiur having first come 
to ihe audience, were told to sit dow^^n in the Nawabs own darbir, 
^■\liva^di addressed to them every kind of gracious and friendly 
Words, w'heu the approach of SarandiiK Kb. was reported, aod the 
letter arrived with a few servants near the courtyard IjUaa^khd^i^hA 
As he tried to descend from hb mount and enter on foot, Sirajuddaiilah 
^ho was waidog there for slaying him, gave the order to kill hun. 
The soldiers who were present there ready for this work> at once 
trilled hiiTi- 

Sar^daz Kh. without yielding to despair, fought in relfnclcfouce 
^ long as he could* Sayyid Nur and Dharamdos, [65^] whi- were 

18 
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ID ibc Naivab's prescDCOp became distfacted and shaken on heaiiag 
ot this calaiuityp but the saldicn pre^ciii near ihcm made both of 
them prtsonim and handed them over to Kishwar Khun as ordered 
by ^41ivajdi. 

The garrison of the fort and the foUower^ of Sarand^ Kh. and 
Dhafafnd^+ on hearing of it, closed the gates of the fort and made 
ready for fighting, 'Alivardh conaidering it inexpedient for himself 
to at the foot oi the fort, as it Has not so very nec€^5sary* ordered 
Mir Md. J'afar Kh., FaqiniJlah Beg Kh., Raja Dnriabh Kam and 
others who had just then leturocd to his presence from the pursnir 
of Mir Habib, as directed by hirop — to besiege the fort, and himself 
entered the palace in Katak. For fifteen day^ the two sides fought 
together. At Iasi the garriwo felt themselves unable to resist the 
Nawab's troops as their ammunitions wem exhausted ; they proposed 
through the mediation of Mir Md. J‘aiar Kh. and Rlja Durlabh 
Ram to surrender the fort, if they were assured of safely , . , 'Alivardi 
agreed * , * [663] Next day the besieged opened the gates of the 
fort to the NaH^ab^s officers and ihemsdvcs removed to the neighbour¬ 
hood of Md. J'afar Kh.. 'Umar Kh., and Raja Durbbh Riinu 
'Alivardi went to see the fort of Baraball [c, 2 June 1749)+ 


XXIV 

Kaiah and BdrabaH described .—- 

The plot of land on which the above-named fort and the inhabited 
portion of the city are situatcd> is enclosed by two rivers named the 
Mabaoadi and the Xatjhuri, On one sde a place which overlooks 
the tw'o rivers, has been strengthened with stone revetments called 
poita. Both these streams can be lorded on foot in all seasons except 
the rains, bui during the monsoons tlie breadth of the Mahauadi is 
nearly two rind that of the Katjhuri about hall of that. The 
fort of BarabatJ is situated on the bank of the Mahanadi ; its circuit 
wall is about throe Aos. which has been constructed with stones and 
burnt bricks. A ditch with a pucca foundation, deep and full ot 
w'ater^ surrounds it. llie houses of the city of Katak tjorder the 
river Katjhuri, A distance of neatly two itos sejXLr^tes the habiia'- 
tions of the cily from the fort. 

As for many years pa^t, owing to the passing of armies and the 
domination of the Maralhas, the city of Katak had [66&] not enjoj'ed 
a prcpsperous life {abadt}, we did not see any splendour in it. But 
the houscTs of the rulers, which are situated on the Katjhuri* have 
very pleasant look (fult) and spadousne^n But most of the habita- 
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xlom are on the hank fif this rivtr and for that reason hold superiority 
over the rest of the dly, because the houses on the Katjhuri that 
stand on the pucca emhankmeotr (about ^hieh a lithe has been 
said before) are very lofty- The revetrnent is ten yards In height 
and half the same in widths and more or Jess {of the houses) have 
been built on it. Under mosl of the houses Ihe water of the stream 
Kaljhuri flows very dear and pure- 

On the further side of the rivert accord uig to the difference of 
places, for a distance of two to four or five koh there is a spacious 
aqd pleasant-looking plain^ and dose to it a jungle of high trees# 
very beautiful and dean ; and at the end of the forest is tlie beginning 
of the skirt of the heave n^touching mountain 
l^eaplc who live in iJie houses on the lank of tlie Katjhuri command 
a view of alJ these three things. 


XXV 

When the rainy season approached, during i| the horses and 
transport cattle of the army would be confined within the piece of 
ground on w hich the houses of the city of Kaiak stand : aiid if during 
the floud in the riveis ihe enemy in concert with the 2Amiiid3r5 of 
the country invested the place^ it would be impossible for grain and 
other necessaries to reach the city of Katak, and equally so to g)o 
to Bengal because during that season every stage of the [67^] route 
had many ndtas and deep streams difhcult to cross* Therefore 
^-Mivardi, whose sagacious mind auticipited future things in the pn^nt 
time^ did not deem it wise to prolong his stay here* but regarded 
what had been already done as gain enoughs—^he appointed Shaikh 
*Abdiis Stibhan as deputy governor of Orissa, and set out on return 
to Bengal. 

In fact, the hardships and ruin that he had foreseen took place m 
nn extreme form. At this time when the Sun w-as in the sign of the 
Gemini, which with a difference of a few days corresponded to the 
Hindi month of Jaiih, it rained so heavily and'without intermission 
that not a day or night pas-sed when the show'ers ceased for a inuincnl+ 
Jtnd the streams which had been very shallow when our army had 
passed them (on the outward journey) were now turned into laging 
floods difficult to cross. For example, the stream of Barwa, Bhadnak 
QJtd Jajpurp whose whaler was flowing w^ith great violence but was only 
waiit~dEep or chest^Jeepp was citisscd by tut with extreme difficulty. 
At the other nHHis many men and beasts perished. At the ndla of 
Tii^moh^ni, situated close to ]Mediuipurp in spite of hs nairow 
breadth, because the tvater was flowing iiios! [67*] violently and 
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nnthmg of tlio nature of boats could bo fpUDd, mo$t of the propprty 
iand^ men crossed by the device of lying inverted pots to sticks nr 
air-onflated T^ater^kjns or rafts made by tying banana 

trees close together. Horees could cross only by g\dm rning ^ because 
it was difficult to ferry' them over in the above way ; lieace hundreds 
of them perished, A\ one ferry where this author was an eye-mtness* 
seventeen horses were drewned : from this you can imagine what 
bap^ned at ihc other crossing places. Tie river Knnsai, dose lo 
Medinipnr* was in violent hood and not more than three or four boats 
coiiJd be procEired for crowing itj^ and the transport of the entirp camp 
depended on these(, so that the crossing was effected with e?rtrenie 
difficult}''. It would ta:ke Jong to describe in full the hardships en¬ 
dured during this joumoy on accouiit of the mud on the roads and 
the flooded riverSn 

Shaikh Ahdus Subhilft Kh<lfi*s hisittryr __ 

This Shaikh w'as a poor soldier in the conUngent of Raja Durlabh 
Rim, vvhtre nobody know his name. When it became necessary^ inr 
'Alivardi to rclum quicMy from Katak for [6&il tlie reason stated 
before, on account of the Marathas numbering sevetf to eight thousand 
iroopcra being near, after the reinforcement had arrived from Bengai. 
nobody agreed to accept (the deputy anbahdiri of Orissa). Shaikh 
AMus SiibhaD agreed to take this dangerous post, the eminence of 
which had never entered hia imagination,—on the principle, ''If I can 
be king for even a twinkle, it is a gain."' 

When tbr Naw^b's army passed from the neighbor>od of 
Katak, Mir Habib who was with tJie Maratba troops or iw'o 

dayfi" march in tJie jungles near about, marched to recover iho city 
and capture SJiaikh Abdus bubhan. The Shaikh ^ in spite of his 
small force most heroically faced ihc vastly superior enemy force, and 
after flghting to the utmost of his power and receiving repeated 
viounds, in one of which a sword cut disabled his atm, he idJ dowm 
and was made pruainer by the enemy. The Hawab learnt of this 
calamity when, near Balesar (6 June 1749). The time wns not [6S6] 

suitable for avenging it. and so lie put the matter off to the nest year. 

ToW'ards the end of Jamadi-us-saiii (ended 5 June 1749) he macfied 
Katw-a, and crossed the river by a bridge of boats constnicted before 
his arrival, and at the beginning of Rajab, he alighted in the palace 
of iMoti Jhil. the construction of which had just begun. 

Jang. Husain Quii Kb. and others w'ere honoured with his audience 
and received favoum. 

!n this year Rai-i-Raiiin Chin Ray, the Diwao of KMba, a 
mtjst honest officer, died. His peshkar Bhauro Dat, who well 

versed in the diwani business, was yiven his post and title of 
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Kai-i-mian,' Haidar 'Ali Kli, who (as rmJrr.ile<] bt'fore) had totnc 
away horn Bardwlii to Murshidabad with aJl the officers (of the 
artillery) , wa^ flow attacked by an eye disease and became blind, 
fiirajuddaiiiah by his intercesision scciired the pardon of the officers 
of the arutlery ; and the headship of the artiUety was confcTred on 
Sirajuddaulah and the depiityship of the post was ^iven to Mir 
^(auUah Khiin, who had for a time been a follower of 'Ataullah Kh. 
y^ianllah was also appointed IMrogha of the liar/i 

About this time Khadim Husain Kh. having qnairelled with 
Sadat Jang, came away to Muishidabad, A httle later. Mahdi 
Nisar Kh., the sons of Hcdayct *A]l Kh., Ghuhlm Manama Kh. 
(the son of Murtazavi Kh.) left Saulat J^g in displeasuni and came 
to Mnrshidabad, SirajuddaulahK as he bore enmity to his iiDcIo 
iSaiilat Jang} and as these men had formerly been bis falher's 
5 cr\^ts, condiiated all of them and made them his comrades i he 
showed more favour to Malidi Nisar Kiian than to the others, and 
daily increased his rank. 
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Mir Habib with a force of J^farathas and Afghans, came to invarfc 
Medinipur. Regarding it ns bb duty to extirpate them, 'Aiivardi at 
the end of Muharram 1163 (near the end of Dec^ 1749) set out with 
his army. Hut he fir-^t went out [696] to hunt,—winch is a device of 
kings for learning the condition of their subjects* rich and ptKsr, and 
the alarmed, the oppressed, and the weak. (Fmes) 

The hardship of hnuting is necessary for kings ^ 

^ ^ Because they capture heaxis along with the game. 

He Went towards Meherpur, wffiich lies east and south of Mnrshida- 
had. There were so many deer in that district that eveiy da3'' 
hundreds of them were killed. Droves of deer of the wilcbmess, 
^mg alarmed and perplexed jit tKJing cndrcled by the anny, ruslied 
into the camp and I he camp-foliow^rrs knoc ked them down with i hc 
sticks in ihdr hands. 

After having hunted, *Alivardi maicbed to Katwa and halted. 
Thou assembling his troops he went to Bardwan. Thcncs? he arrived 
Medinipur. The enemy, on hearing of the approach of onr 
iirmy, in their customary' manner fled to the wilderness, and our 
troops after reaching Medinipur, encamped on the bank of the Kansfti 
rivet. The Kawah wishcKJ [70^] to settle the adminisimtion of that 
tfacl this time m such a way that the enemy would not again think 
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of seizing Dor fiJive the power tp come to this country. So, 
he ordered ca^ntonments to be made and decided to stay there himself, 
and appointed ^Ali Qtiii Kh, IsfaMni the bahh^hi of Birajuddaidah 
as the iaujdar of Medinipur. 

Mir Habib and others, who were roving near BaJesar, had not 
stifBcient stlength lo make it necessary for the Nawab to go out against 
them in pt^rson ; therefore he sent SirajuddauJah with a stnmg force 
to that side to expel them. Sirajuddaulah reached the dbtrict of 
BnJe^ar and the feny* on the river Sun-rekha known as Rajghat- 
The enemy being unable to fight took to Right from the port of 
E^lesar to the jungles. Simjuddatiiah without having in use his 
arms, entered Balesar, and halted there, as he had nq orders to go 
further. As the Kaw'ab loved him so much tliat he could not Uve 
fur a moinent apkan fruin him* he was unable to control himself but 
only a few days after the departure of Sirajuddaulah, hlmseU set out 
from Medinipur tow^rcis B^osar^ and recalled Siraj [7oij] lo his sidCr 
The two mei togethirr at Kimyangarh, from which pbee they relumed 
to .Medinipur together. 

At this lime Khwaja 'Abdul Hadi, w'ho >vas one of the humbler 
jama'dars of the Nawab^ reported through Mir Sayvid Md. Yesawal 
and the mediation of the deputy hajih (chamberlain), riicre is un¬ 
limited fraud and peculation in the Nawab's amiy, and the ckrb 
tmitfasaddis) and jaraa'dars have misappropriated vast amountSp so 
much so dial a captain who has a hundred troopers on his pay-rolh 
actually kt^ps not even one-fourth of that number. I shull first in¬ 
form you of the peculation in my ris^la. If you order this humble 
slave to take a muster of the army^ tlie Government would be saved 
lakhs of rupees. 'Alivardi, in accordance with the suggesdon of the 
Khwaja, ordered Uic officers of the Bakhshi of sair and oilier (depart¬ 
ments) that all uf these officers {'amla) should present themselves 
bt^fom the Kliw^ja and giw a muster of their troops. 

At this a great tumult arose* Khwaja 'Abdul Hadi showing his 
£eme of duty, did not overlook any captain, high or low, friend or 
stranger. It w^as found that o-tic of the higher DfDccn>^ who used to 
draw^ the p,iy of 1,700 tfoopei^, presented only fio LrcfOpers al hi^ 
mustort From this fact the state [yraj of things m the entire army 
can be imagined ; instead of a thousand only a hundred were left, 
and the Government w'as sawd bkhs. In reward of thk good service, 
the Khw'Ija was greatly favoured and daily promoted in dignity. Just 
then newi arrived that the Mamtha horse had come out of the jungle 
and tumed towards Murshidabad. ^Alivardi, who found it necessary' 
to destroy them and had not any confidence in the force posted in 
Murshidahad, started from Medinipur towards Mun:hi<lahad. When 
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he reached Eardw^n, he Leamt that the Maralha-Afghati army qh 
hearing of tht march of ilie Nawab^ had Lumcd o^ide from 
Murshidabad towards the western jungle country. 

Fakhruddhi Husain Kh., who was living in Jluishidabad by 
order at the Nawab, neglected the defence of the city^ and joined the 
Morathos on the day of their airival near the dty. As he had spent 
all his life in pleasure and comfort and never borne Imidship 

or journey, he tvas unable to continue to travel with the Marathaii with 
only a pony to ride on ; so he wont away to Delhi, and shortly 
after arriving there died of dclkiuin. 

At this time a relative of the zamindars of the jungle country 
proposed to the Nawab, **If you give rue the command of the vanguard 
oI your anny% I shall audduniy attack the cajiip of the encniy when 
they are off their guard/' 'Alivardi, reiving on lu^ word^ made a 
foTeed march against the enemy* Alter two marches and spending 
a whole night in marching ihroiigh the jungle,! at daw-n the Nawab 
le'rirnl that this zamindar who was going at the Jicad of this army 
mounted on an elephant^ had thrust a dagger into his own stomach ^ 
The Nawab ordered the elephant to be brought to him for investigation. 
The man on coming to hirap replied to his query thus, *'As I had me=scd 
the path and w'as unable to guide the army to tlic enemy s camp (in 
the darkness of the citghlh I have done this deed in fear of your anger. 
He died in a sjiort time. 

'Alivardj had gone tlirough the hardships of these few days of 
niaithing, and bi^ spies could bring him no nexvis of the exact location 
of the enemy's camp ; 50 lie fi.4md it expedient to return to Tiardwaup 
He alighted in the Garden of :ManikchaJidp the powerful diwan 

of the r^mindar of Bardwan> winch was the best place in that lowm. 
till he could ascertain wiicrc the Marathas W'cre roving. 

At Ibis lime. Mir :^[d. J'afar Khan who was in Murshidabad under 
Sliahamat Jang^ came away by older and w^aited on the Naw'ub in this 
garden. 1 ‘hc Nawab censured him because on the arrivaJ of the 
-Maratlias near Murshidabad the Khan had made no exertion against 
them, and hb slackness and neglect were proved by ibe peculation and 
fraud in the army which the muster held by Khwaja 'Abdul Hadi fiat I 
discovored ; and he ordered him to remove Mifza Ismail from the 
deputy bakhshigari and give that post, on hb owm bi^half, to Khwaja 
'Abdul Hadi, J'afar Kh at first objected, but at last acted as ordered 
by die Nawab. 

After he had hailed at Eardwan for some days* pews arrived that 
Ihfi iJarathas had bsued from fhe jungles and [7th] turned to 
Medimpur* and 'Alivardi at once began hb march to Medinipur. 

Sitajuddauiah went away to HuRhidabad. The cause of his 
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taking such a step this: After Mahdi KUar IChan and others had 
left Saulat Jang in diiiagreejneiil diey came to Mursbidatxic! and 
SirajuddaulaLu That Khaiij though endowed with many good quali- 
ties* had a for causing disturbances and trouble. When he 

became Sirijuddaiilah'b comrade, lie spoke to him, ^^How long would 
you reinain subject to the orders of your grand-father? Vonr mnk is 
not lower than tlmt of your uncles Sbaiiamat Jang and Saulat Jang, 
who have authority and troops under them. Hence^ it is advisable for 
you to go (from hero) to Mursiiidabad and Ihenoe to Patua^ overthrow 
Janaki Kam—w^ho is no bt:Lter than a beggarly Hindu,he 
docs not submit to you^ and take possession o( that provincei so that 
you can have a name and a position/' 

When ^Alivardi arrived near j'^edinipur* Mir Habib and others, In 
their customary manner fled away without fighting [73a] and the 
Nawab aiighled at his old cantonments. As the rainy season ■^ap- 
proached and 'Ahvardi was detennined to suppress the ^faratha evil 
this tiiTic^ and ^Ali QulL Khan who held the faujd^ of Medinipur 
begged to be excused from remaining in Mcdiniptir on aCE^ount of hb 
being not strorig enough to fight the Marathasp^the Nawab ordered 
houses to be built for his own residence, summoned the ladies of tlse 
harem from Mnrshidabadp and commanded The army Lo gti into can¬ 
tonments. High and low^ in the force^ worn out with their long 
campaigns^ had been expecting to go to Murshidabad and there eojoy 
repose as the rainy season was at handj and now on receiving this 
orderp contrary to their hopes, they despaired of raturning to Murahida- 
txid, and every one, great and smaillp engaged in the wort of house- 
bnildlog, and after [73^] cotistnjcting the hou^ tcx>k refuge in them* 
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When some days had passed in this w-ay, a undreamt of 

tiling happened. It liappcned in thk way; The Nawab t^ceived a 
Ititer from Shahamal Jatig slating that Sirajiiddaiilab after displaying 
Imn feelings and tlispIeasnrCp baa started for Patfsi witn Mahdi Ni^r 
Khan and othm, and that he had lun>cd a deaf ear to all the pixihibi* 
dons and reasoning of Sliabsimat and even threatened to commit suicide 
if he pficssed him further. Immediately on leatning of this, the Naw^bt 
who lov^ Sirajuddaulali deeply, became disturbed in unnd and per¬ 
plexed and felt that it was impossible for him to sUy in Medinipur. 
He satisfied S!ir Md. J'afar Kh. and Raja Durlabh Ram with ni^my 
avours. ordered alt his troops to remain in Medinipur, under the com¬ 
mand of these twop and himself set out for ^IijishidaLad >vith a small 
cscDrl+ on liiat very day^ Though the rainy season had bcigun and 
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Uh- rDa,(k weit? fall o£ jntid and the were racing in flcM>d^^ he 

manzhed from morning to suru;et« and reached Mmuhidabad in four 
days covering eight tnarching-slages. AfitT [74 tf] halting there 

one day only, he on the m-Xt flay trwk the toad to Pakna^ sending a 
loving letter tp SirajuddauJah niging him to give up his mb- 
chievons intcndon. Sirij received this letter near Bbagalpur, and ivrole 
in replyp '"Your HighiiErss* in spite of your profession of so much love 
lor mc^ has been cherishing my enemies, Among them Husain Quii 
KliaDp my enemyp has been raised by yx>ii to fipch high dignity and 
power and I have been &□ much lowered in his eyes that when I re¬ 
turned from Eardwan to Munihidabad* not a single man came out to 
welcome me in advance. You have made Shahamat Jang your heir 
and Saulat Jang faujdar of Pumia- And my lot hasi been merely sweet 
words but rto favour such as may gHie me pfjwer, niidc and strength 
among my peers, I poiv warn yon, do not come to me. or else your 
head will be in your shirt or my head under your elepliant's [74^] 
feet"" 

"Alivardi on receiving this letter^ felt extremely glad^ and wrote 
in reply, ''You are dearer to me than my life. All these unfoundt^d 
desires and coioplaints that you have made arc due to your lack of 
tmderstanding and spirit. I cherish the desire of leaving the brdship 
of all this World to you* the light of ray eyes.*" In this letter he 
inserted the following quatrain in hb owti hand: 

The Gliuri who charges in search of mart>Tdom, 

Know'S noi that the martiiT to Love is w'iser than he ; 

On the Day of Judgment how' will they stand, one to the other? 
The One was slain by his cnemv, the otlicr by his lover. 

Sirajiiddaulah after arriving near Patna sent a message to Raja 
i^ciaki Kajii to come out and interview him, if he wished for his own 
good, when he would be given favours, or else ho should go away frorri 
Patna to any place that he liked- Janaki Ram on receiving this 
message w'as utterly bewildered [75^1] ^ to what should do to meet 
this crisis, for if-he went away leaving Patna Sirajuddaulah s capture 
of the city would enable him to rise in violence and rebellion, then 
what excuse could Janaki Ram niake»to Aliv'ardi? Ifn on the other 
handp he resisted and fighting ensued and by chance any injury 
readu^d Sirajuddaulah, he would undoubtedly expect his death sentence 
from the Nawub who loved Siraj in an extreme degree. 

At last Janaki Ram decided on fighting, and shutting the gates 
the fort and preparing for defending it. remained pulled as to 
wliat he should do. not knowing how the will of God woiih! maiufcst 
itself. But as his fortune wai; in the ELScendant. the djlBculty was 
easily resolved. Sir^jnddaulah having arrived with the uitention of 
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capturing xUa city t^atna along with ^l^hdi Kli.p iho root of 

this miscliief, atid fwme tnhcr inexperienced f associates I of that bad 
man, advamced for forcing ibe gates of the fort open. From tlrb side 
the troops of Raja Janaki Ram opposed them, and fighting began- 
Malidi Niijir Khan, the leafier of tliis dislurbance, witJi a body of 
ruffians [75^>] that aceompanied him and SirajiKldaubh entered the 
city by the small gate called kkirki\ [uid turned liis face to the lort. 
Here a sewre battle was fought, io which Mahdi Nisar Klian and some 
other tutu were slain. 

Oft his bring killed, Sirajiiddaulali who was a coward at heart, 
in bt^wiklermcnl stnd despair, lumed his back to the held and hid 
himself in the house of one of the huinbicst artisans, and sent a man 
to give news of his owm condition to Atinsd l^fustaia Qull Khan« the 
brother of Sirij^s father-m-law Iraj Khnn, who was living in Patna 
in connection with certain duties appertaining to him+ The Mirza 
Without deby wen! to Siraf and brought him to his own house with 
every mark of respect. 

Janaki Ram on hearing of Siia]Uddaulah being safe, W'ent to 
Mustafa Quli^s house, and tlianked Cod for the neiv life that he 
(Janaki Ram) had thus gained. At this time 'Ali\iirdi ha^nng arrived 
at Ghiyaspur, better known as B^hp on hearing of thc^ occur¬ 

rences, sent to Sirajuddaubh Nawab Asaduikh Khan, who had 
accompanied him from Murshidabad, to conciliate him in cveJ^^ possible 
way, ijjfonn liim that 'Alivardi had grunted all his prayers and would 
treat him with love and favour, and thus induce him to come and 
meet hb grandfather. 

AsadtiJIah induced Si raj to agree. On hearing of it, 'Alivardi was 
so delighted that lie could not restrain him5%df but threw away ah 
forms of diguily am] majesty which used to be uppermost lo his heart, 
and evcHf^ moiucut did nothing but utter the name of Sirajuddaukh 
uftd inquire how far he had umwd. WTien the spies reported the 
approacli of Sirujuddaubh, he ordered tl>e screens before his tent to 
be temcivEd so that his might not be obstructed-and he could see 
from far the cortege of Siraj* As soon as his eyes fell on Shaj’ 
uddaukh's mount, he helplesslvfc prostrated himself on the ground and 
thanked Cod. Wlien at last Siraj came before the tent* alighted from 
his mount, and proceeded on foot to kks his grandfaiher's 

the Nawub clasped him to bis breast and could not restram his tears. 
He again gave thanks to God.. Then rnarchmg in the company of 
Siraj he tame to Palna and lodged in the house built by Zumuddiu 
A^nad Khan overlooking the Ganges. As Siiajudckiikh w^as angr)^ 
with Raja Janakl Ram on account of the audacity he had been com- 
pclkd to show (to Sinai) during the late fighting. rAlivardi becatne hb 
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inierccssor, j§cciincd his pardon iroin Sirij, and senl him lo inkTvkw 
Siraj, who. regarding him as a devoted servant oi hintsclf, in coiti- 
pliance with his grandfather's direclioijs, sent him baek with favours. 

M there was no business in the province of Bihar which might 
detain ^Alivardi there and as he was very anxious about the >faratiias 
who were living in the Katak and Balcsar countiyp and Mir Md, J'aiai 
Kb* and Raja Durlabh Kam who were in Medinipiir fell alaifned in 
mind, the Jfaw'ib decided to return. 

He conferred the robe of authority (as deputy governor of BiharJ 
on Raja Janaki Rkm, and set out for Munihidabad [77a] with 
Sirajuddaulah, At this time a shaking fever (ague) attacked him and 
reached an extreme, Ko great physician except Hakim Tajuddin '.vas 
then in Patna, The latter attended the [76^] Nawab and tendered 
iuch treatment as he judged suitablLi The Naw^b jotiraey*^*^ speedily 
by boat. As the great doelor, Sayyid Hakim HadJ Klian knew fully 
about the constitulioii of ^Alivardi* an officer W’ls sent by the Nawab 
from the way to fetch him from ^Inrshidabad* This doctor met him 
a.t Rajmahal, and undeilcxik Jik Lreatment. 'Alivardi reached his 
palace tq Murshidabad, wltJi hb severe illness mging* This great 
17 ^] phj^ician cured him in a short time. After recovery' the Nawab 
rcwtirdcd the doctor with a splendid khll*al, a sarpcch^ a jewelled 
an elephant with a kmda, and Rs. 5.000 in cash, and so highly 
hcmoujcd him as to permit him to enter the palace roonnted. and to 
go in hb to the place where the pdikis of Shah^at Jang and 
Sirajuddaulali were allow'ed tq go, mar the steps^ of tlie basement of 
the palace. Nobody, noble nr commoner, minbter or friendp was 
allowed to sit down above him (at the daibar.) Shahamat Jang and 
Sinijuddaulah too gave him suitable presents. After the bath of 
recovery, the Nawab sent ira^ar and ^adq^i to the Sayysds, mendicants 
iitld n^x^dy people. As the rains that ypiO' bad not yet ceasedp lie sent 
piirardii^s to Raja Durlabh Ram antJ Mir Md. J'afar Kh. giving them 
die happy news of hb recovery* praising the doctor, telUog them to 
=^tay firmly m their pbees, and informing them that after the rainy 
H^ason the Nawab himself would march there. 

At this lifTic Saulat Jang came from Purnia to see his uncle after 
hrs recovery. Nah^ Begam, the daughter of the [796] late Shuja- 
hddaulah, who was greatly aitaclied to ShaMmat Jang, and Shali^at 
Jang tfxs Was extremely obedient to her—Jiad adopted her son, 
Aqa Baba alias Sluikmilali Khan, one of the sons of SarhiJ^z Klian 
and loved him to distraetkm- She through Bibi Ghasiti, the wife of 
i^hbh^at Jang proposed tn Saulat Jang the marriage of hb ctolighter 

[ uv the jjbee where Air Vlt befr^re 

•■Uterihg Hk hall o\ a dirMr 
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to A(]a Baba. Saul at Jang after at JBrst df^mng the proposalf at last 
agreed at the pressing nDqucst of Shahamat Jang and his wife. After 
iiOfne time he took Jeave for Pnmia. As this marriage could not take 
place without the presence of the members of the fartiilies of Sarfaraz 
and 'Alivardi, and it was difficult for such a large number of people to 
go to Pumia, it was settled that Saukt Jang ibotild start the inamage 
preparations in Murshidabad, and they w-eie completed he would 
at the right time come there for performing the ceremony. 


XXVIII 

made b^lwen [^m] *Alw{trdi the Mar^athas, ^Atdullah 
Khdn Sabii Jang goes iff Oudk and is skin almig with Bdjd Nawal 
Rdi tn battle xmth the Afghans .— 

The troops placed under Mir Jld, J'afar Khan and Raja Durlabh 
Ram in Medinipur* were enough for the purpose of expcUing the 
Maratha army from Balesar and Katak. Bat for certain neasonsp the 
soldiers and officers posted in Medinipur did not set their hearts on 
opposing tlie Marathak. One of the reasotis was that the news nf the 
severe ilbess of the Navvab had spread in all directions in ad exagge¬ 
rated form {Le., reporting his deathj and the letters and despatche>i 
that were sent from Mutshidabad to other places were ascribed to 
deception and otnward show. So* it became necessarj^ for ^Alivardi 
to go in person and fight the Marathas. In spite of hfe weakness due 
to illness, he in the year 1164 (.Dec. 1750) marched with his army from 
^lumhidabad towards Medinipur. Mir Md+ JVafar Kh, and Raja 
Durlabh R™, on hearing of his marchp came out ol Medinipur to 
welcome tlie Nawab on the way, and [Sot] met him after he had 
passed Bardw’an. On account of these two chiefe having wjlhdmwa 
from Medinipur, besides the report of the severe illness of llie Kawab. 
Mir Rabfb and tin? Maratha troops w«re emboldened to cause distur¬ 
bances, and set out from ihcir base for Medinipur. 'Alivardi marched 
towards Medinipur with the troops accompanying him and these that 
had jotned him, to repel the Maralhas. On the outskirts of that 
(town) as usual the Deceani horse conld not stand up against tlie 
blow's of our soldiers and disper^d towards the jungle and billy 
counliy on the west of Bengal ^Alivardi set out for pursuing them 
in the jungle^ as he was determined to drive these mischievous people 
nut of Bengal. But the enemy knowing it beyond their power to 
oppose the Kawabk army, dispersed as soon as we approached them- 
Our heroic soldiem, going in pursuit, gave them no opportunity of 
[8In] taking rest^ till at last the enemy took the road to Katak through 
the jungle. Tlw victorious Nawab returned towards Murshidabad. and 
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putting ofE the of expf^Uiqg theiii from to the next year^ 

halted ouL^tide Katwa. (Feb. 

A> Mir Habib and the Mamtha so 1 dien> had undergone ail kinds 
of hardship and for together and had been always brought 

to death's door by the blow?; of the ghd^is of Islam, so that they had 
no sleep or they wished to make peace it possible in any way. 
Kecause they could not totally w'ithdraw^ iheir hands from Katak and 
other places and (could not] give up the desire for the profit from this 
country, and besides this, their total withdrawal from the kingdom of 
Bengal, etc,, would lower Raghnji's prestige among his equals, tiiere- 
forc, they considered it proper to make subtnis^on to 'Alivardi on 
condJtioii of some of their demands beioR granted. 

In furlhcrauce of this desire, Mir Habib sent some o! hh trusted 
men to MLr Md. J'afar Kh, who reported their proposals to "Ali^'xudL 
Although the Kawiib out of his loftiness of spirit considered their 
demands hard to accept, yet he afterwards gave [Bib] hk consent to 
the makhig of peace for certain reasons*—the strongest of which was 
the repose of tiie people, because in thLs warfare of many year* 
although the NaW'iib's irrops were always victorious and the MaratJias 
were dkpeiBcd in a broken condition every time they came to this 
country, [they had secured a lodgement in Orissa and disturbed 
Bengal every' year]; and secondly his severe illness and weakness of 
body which made him unable to bear the fatigue of a journey (he 
being then above seventy years of age)^ and the force cl the saying 
[of AliJ, "I rtcognisc my God by the breaking of my resolution'*. 

But in order that the public, high or low* might out attribute the 
peace to the weakneris of the Xawab'^s army, he instructed Mir Md. 
J'afar Khan to send some trusty men from his own side to Mir Habib 
for arranging the peace, Mir Aid. J'afar sent Mir Hasan '.■^li and 
Mir *Eur 'Ali to Alir Habib to settle the jjcace on the conditlorts stated 
before. Mir Habib, who bad not dreamt of his proposal being 
accepted, very' gkdlv [820J agreed I0 be obedient to the Nawiib*s 
wishes fhV, orders) and sent Mirai Salih from his side, with Mir 'Euz 
"Ali and Mir Hasan "Ah, to Alir Md, J'afar to interview' the Naw^ab 
tlorough the medbtion of Mir Md, J'afar and profe.-is to him their 
master's obedtcuce. They arrived at Mir Md, J"alarms camp, when 
the Nawab's army was staying at Katwa on rctum from the jungle* 
and Were pie^-oted by him to I he Nawab* in whose train they reached 
Murrsliidabad. 

After discussion it was settled that Mir Habib, accepting the 
^^rvlce of ‘Alivardi* would receive from the Kawab \}jc deputy gover^ 
iioniihip of Oriscs ; he would give the income fnnn xhv country (Tp., 
revenue collection) lo the army of Haghn as their pay In 
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addition tn this, twelve laths of rupees would be paid (evety yearl 
by the agents of the Nawab to Raglm*& servants in Benares, on con^ 
tlition that he would not set loot again in the lertitory' of the Naw'ab^ 
The Maratha army should recognise the Suv’amarckJia rivern on which 
Jalcsar stands as their finontiiT, and must not step into the stream 
with the desire of crossing it. TJie peace having settled in this 

way, MLrsia Salih was sent back with gifts to Mir Habib. 

This treaty having given the Xawib peace of mind in respect" of 
the Marathas, and no other enemy bemg in sight, he reduced his army, 
turned to putting an end to the old lioubles*, and detetimning to 
ameliorate the cqndttion of all the people, engaged in providing the 
instruments necessary fur tJiat purpose. Mcdluipur was by tMs pence 
annexed to tjic province of Bengal. Jt had remained safe from the 
possession and oppression of the enemy. The faujdari of the pince 
was given to Raja tlie darogha of the Xawub's harMras [spic^). 

and the post of darogha was given tu his brother Kar^yno Singh. 


XXIX 

Wbcd 'AUiallah Khan Sabil Jang, after coming away from 
JkngaJp reached the province of Oudh, he wished to sec Raja Nawal 
Riii. who was the aU^powcrful governor of that province [03^*1 
behalf of Safdar Jang, and the chief pillar of his State. Nawal Kai 
greatly appreciated his merits at ihc first liiter%?icw and treated him 
W'ell. 'AtauJiah knowing NawaJ Kai's great influence ^vith Safdaf 
Jangp hoped to rise high in that J^aw'ab^s service through die backing 
ol the foTTnor. , * . But fate ordained it othenvise, his ambition was 
nut fulfilled, and he died at this veiy' lime. It happened in this 
way ^ — 

Under the Emperor Ahmad Shah, the eunuch Javid Khaa. 
sumamed Nawab Bahadur, wielded supreme power in the affairi of 
the Stale, At this time Sa'dullah Klianp son of 'Ali Md. Rnhda, had 
slain ^Ajcmatullah Kh., tlie collector of Bareilyp at the instigation of 
Safdar Jang ihe wazir. Kh.* son of Md. Kh. Banga^hp [83*^] 

uiio had at this tune sought the protection of Javid Khan* w^as Safdjir 
jang's enemy, javid Kh. w’rotc lo Qaim Kh. to root out Sa'dullah 
Kli., whose territory W'ould ihen be ^ven to him- Qaim. Kli. who 
had always wished for this territory^ after pm^patations set out to fight 
Sa'dullah Khiln. Safdar Jang who did not like thb movc^ pleaded 
with Ahcitad Shah that Sa'dullah w=as guiUless, and taking the EmpcK>r 
with himself came out of Delhi for supporting Sa'dullah. At this time 

* 7drr-v*rftctTr-i-;llfHl —roArkclno \hr trit letti r ot 
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Safclar Jajig feceived of Q^lm Kh. having hotn slaiJi Mid 

Sa'duJlah boing victorious. He sent tlie Emperor back to Delhi und 
hiiiiself turned to^vards Famikhabad for escheating ihe money and 
beloiiginga of the Afghans and taking control of Ihcir connlry. After 
arriving there, he killed or knpnsoned the remaining chiefs of the 
Afghans, and after slnyLng some of the descendants of the Bangash 
and tJirowiog others Lnto prison, ordered all ihcir property to be scired. 
Then placing his own kotwal in Farrukliabad, he entrusted to Nawal 
Kai the govemnient of that province, and returned to Dellii, 

Nawal Rai coristantly treated the Afghans with extreme [844! 
lurdllneuKs and made intolerable exactions from them, so that their life 
%ias put to hard si rails. At this time Ahmad Khan, the son of Mi\. 
Kh. Bangush. who had gone to Saidar Jang after quarreOing his 
brother and had been granted bv him a slipendih came buck with 
Saldar jang"s leave to Famikhabad after the death of Qaim KJian, 
The Afghans were hail dead from the rigour and oppression of Naw.'al 
Kai, and now Riisiam Kliin who had been a tnisted military chief in 
the limes of Md. Kh. and Qaim Kh. assembled the dispersed Afghan 
sardira and look counsel, saying, "'Nawal Rai is determined not to 
leave a single Afghan alive and to inflict every kbd of disgrace and 
dishonour (of womens on their tribe, fn these ctrcwrnstances if you 
unite your scattered forces and join in attacking the enemy, in case 
we win our wish will be f^tished : and if olhenvEse, it is better to be 
-stain ill battle than to live thus under a tliousand disgraces. The 
Afghans noanimously agreed to the proposal of Kuatam Kh. Placing 
Ahtmd Khan, who had just then arriv^, at their head they' engaged 
in increasing their force and CDtlecting war tnaterials. 

When the news of it reached Kawal Rai he did not lake [Sqift'] 
^icrirjusly, and rep<>ncd it to Safdar fang, who sent Isiri'ail Khan, one 
of hi-s trusted chiefs to reinforce Nawal Riii- In the meantime the 
Afghans, having assembler] their difipersed groups, came out of 
Farrukhabad to fight* Kawal Rai also set nut ngaiust I hem wilh such 
s^ddiers as he find wiLb Jiijiiielf. The two amites came close together, 
a-nd IsrnVil Kkin loo arrived only one rr^arch (Irntn NawaJ KaPs 
posh ion.) Kawal Rai who wa-s a bravt; Hindu, did not wish to take 
^ny one aid. So he set out alone lo attack the Afghans : tlie 

latter advanced in full strength and equipment, and a batlle bt^gan. 
The victory fell to the Afghans, and Kawal Riii, after the defeal of 
Ills troops, fought s^i firmly that he was killed* 'Atiiultah KliAn loo 
was slain after fighting mc?st licroicaKy. After ihLs when Safdar Jang 
L'ainc from Delhi to put an end to the calamity and punish the 
Afghans, he was defeated and went back to Delhi, He later caoire 
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with full fortts and [854] cniidic?d thern—which 1 need net narrate a-^ 
irrclei'ant here. 

Safdar Jang, in corLsideration of the ch^votion which SabiL Jang 
liad shown in this battle, ^nd wisJiing also to mpcct the feelings i>£ 
'Alivardi, aUowctl SabJi' Jang's surviving fajmUy to come back t^^ 
Rengal, without esclieating their propertyp which rrsost have amounted 
to laklis. Rilbi'a Begam reached Murshidabad in safety with her 
children and property^ came to her uncle, and passed her days iif 
comfort. 

I 

XXX 

la diesc years, Bhairo Datj the Diwan of Bengal» died of d^oIJS3^ 
His peshkfir Umrned Rnm discharged the duties of the diw'-ani depart¬ 
ment according to the Nawilb's directions, without being given that 
post. Raja Kirat Chandp whose father Rai-i-riian *Abm Chand had 
been Diwiu of Bengal under Shuja-'ud-daulah, and who had been 
diwan of the Bih^ siibah under Zainuddin Atimad Kh.p but bar^ 
retired to Benares when Halbat Jang was slam, was now called If- 
iMursliidabad by “AHvardi and appointed Diw^ of BengaL Umme^ 
Ram continued as his [85^] Raja Ktrat Cbatid^ dudng hi^ 

diw'uni took more than a kr^r of rupees over and above the fixed 
rev'euue from the ckukla oi Bardw:^ and put it in the public treasuryj. 
whicJi greatly pleased 'Alivardi, After senring as diwan fur nearly 
two yeaiSj^ he died of piles. Ununed Ram duiing his p^hkad had 
vcjiy favourably impressed 'Alivardi by bis ability» hoiiest}i' and 
knowledge of the work ; he was now appointed Diwan of Bengal with 
the title of Raid-rgjan. 

In these years, Raja Jfinaki Rarop the deputy subahdar of Biliat 
□n behalf of the Nawfib^ died, fljs son. Raja Duriabh Ram^ who held 
the office of diw^n of tan, received robes of condolpnce. Ram Nariyan 
w^as appr>iiitcd deputy governor of Bihar^ and hia agent at Court was 
Raja Duriabh Ram. [ 36 a] 


XXXI 

Marriagi^ of Shiikndlah and death of Akrdmuddaulah in this rear 
(J75J)— 

S^ulaL Jang with all the materials for the mamage of his daughter 
to SliukruHah, arrived at ^lurshidabad from Pumia. Nafisa Begam 
too prepa red the sackaq^ wUh the greatest splendour. They waited 

P^t 1.1 ^nna which yields a ml dye when 

^ cokiurluu h(T and Utc^ on thr ihy 

vjiricni* kindi Mkoduslani. 

, IQ litrtipili tormcnc (aafiiil) paste. 
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for ihc auspicious day fixoi for the ceremony, when Haitet Jaug 5 
daugliler died. As this girl was a graocl-dauehler of ' Alivardi. the 
whote family was deeply grieved. So Saulat Jang w^hed to put lus 
daughter’s marriage off to the next year, and miaraed to Puma. But 
all the members of ‘Alivaidi’s family, especially Shaharnat Jang ^d 
Bibi Ghasiti, held Nafisa Begum very dear. So it [M6] ^ d^^d 
lliE^t when forty days had passed after the death of daugder U 
Siaiwiddio Ahmad Kh.. the oetetneny would be performed 

Saukt Jang therefore his departure for Purnui and waded 

for the aiispicbiis day. But when nearly a month had passed 
the girl’s death and both parties again engaged m making mamage 
preparations, a severer caljunit>' than the first took plaTO. 

Akramuddaulah, ‘Alivardi’s daughter’s son. and son of Zamuddm 

Ahmad Khan, whom Shaharnat Jang lad 

loved to an extreme, an much so that he became ^ ^ 

was out of his sight for a moment and had no peace of ™nd « r«t 
until he came back, coujuring. up in hrs mmd 
,me calamity befalling himself or some other person-which _ 

..^nire volumes to describe in detail^fell ill 

™,!e lime the day fixed for the saebaq arrived ^ both parties had 
been (longl prcpaiLg articles of display and enjotmaent fiw this «ca- 
ioii and^ the moees of Aki^uddaiilah daily imcreased). But m 

"ho »a.ed [S,,] wM, aH her her .o 

utilUe the chosen auspicious day by every- possible mesms and not lei 
the marriage lapse, (they pushed on their preparations!. 

But there fa no rtin^dy against fate. At the time when the 
articles of the sdch<tq accompanied by thousands of ® ^ 

oeautv and decoration, were standing ready for [7/rt} ^ S -i, hid 
.aula? Jang’s house, and snmc ladies of the bndegroom s family had 
gone to the bride’s bouse (to delfa-er the sachnq\. and 
ttauding ruadv to take ’AUvardl. Shaharnat Jang and otl«^ them 
the condition’of Akramuddaulift, 

ninth day of the appearance of the pox, suffering ^ ■ 

the Icngdi of hfa illness, be began to scratch and died at 

Hxttemc pi'' "• 

Sh.hama> J«e. teMi=e *' sW" »' 
roll..) oo .ho ^a. Th' oiatcri,), of 

prepared with so rrurth detoratioh and splarrfoiir. “-i“ 

r„ Z roads and barora waieine for tha brsdrereom a P»;?> f 

Sion ware in th. thinklr oi an ojo i„ *. 

baaar. Afttr (Tyhl <hb S>“1" >”8 

appointment, 

20 
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XXXII 

Tkr quarrel helmeen Simjaddaulah and Husain Quit Klmn. 

Jin,s bet>D alneady narrated, Husaio QuU Kh,, wm a follciuet^- 
Shahanial Jan^. enjoyiiig great power. As hk acts were base^' 
iiigacby. pcnctraUoo, dLssimulatidii Emd cunningp many men proft^ ^j 
dtvotictn and partisanship to him. In the opinion of men of pene- 
traiing judginent, the signs indicared that he would become a clalnltint 
• to supremt!^ power)* as ShaMmai Jang wanting in the capacitj' 
lur go%^-niing and the art of administratiofi. Sirajuddaulah regarded 
himseif as the heir to the kingdom and public wealth after * Alivardi- 
He had no ground to fear anything from Shahamat Jang, but being 
uneasy in niind about Husain Quli Kh, for the above rcai^ns^ planned 
to overthrow him. And every time he proclaimed the liostdity of 
Husain Quti to himself,—which waii not really such as he caused to 
noise abroad among the publk^—by means of hk uieasmrcs of self 
protection. 

For cxamplCj one day on the occasion of the Nauroz festival, 
v^hen he Went from his own mansion to the Nawahp as he was passing 
by ^uli s bouse^ the sound of the [jS^J firing of some muskets 

—which had been discharged his own rsecrct) order^heard. 
Immediately^ Sii^juddaulah in great angci went to his grandfather 
and complaiDed of this matter. The ill-feeling was carried to sncJi a 
IJoint tliat (Siraj) wanted to leave Bengal and go to the Emperor; [n 
this matter^ Alivardi also placated the mind of Siraj 1 because for the 
reasons givren above the Nav^'fib too was not wcll-disfKised towards 
Husain Quh Khan^ but as Hibi Ghasiti was his supporter none dared 
to till him. 

Sbahamat Jang made Husain QuH take solemn oaths of loyalty 
(to Shaj). ‘Ahvardh who loved to keep Bibi Ghasiti and Shahaniat 
Jang pkascefi became a means of allaying the hostility of Siraj^ hold 
him back from the public exptessic^ of his ill-feelings and ordered 
the quarrel to be made up. In this manner many ads on the part of 
Sirajuddaulah took place„ tLli on the day of the punyd a strange 
incident iLappenedH w^hich is briefl}' dcscrib^ next. 

Puny^ is the name of the commencement of the revenue- 
collection of Bengah at the begtuning of the (financial) year^ which 
falk actc^rding to the Hindu alrnanac in the month of Cbait or bCf 
niug of Baisakh j^^w'hich means the end of the Sun^s being in 
sign Aries or the beginning of Taurus, On ikb day the arrears of 
year's collection in cash amounting to six or seven lakhs oi 

rupees arc brought in bags and placed before (the Naw^b). As far 


* Tejtt dtfiihdut. 
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tlie baJance. in [^a] the kingdom oE ticagal if anythiniii remaiiiefl 
.outstanding from the ‘^ils and ihc RamindaTS, Jagal Seth, the chief 
anker'of the countrv. gave bh undertaking to pay the amount 

the Ciovemment of the Naiiiii. And the entire class of big aamin- 
Ts and many of the oflkeis trtW i-ftofr) and I’lerlts imvtasiMil 
numbering nearly four hundred persons, nay more, on timt day, 
according to their diftcn?nl ranks, received kkiTats. On this day a 
grand festivity (;ajAriiil and vast gathering took place. 

In short, on that day, wht'H the Pfuryd assembly was being lie Id 
in the palace, the Nawab wa,s seated -"under a canopy of gold- 
cmbroideied cloth supported by gold-plated ((flfJyer) poles, on a 
richlv adoini'd cushion (HidSMddt with a gold-embroidered bolster an 
aiifusfu^ of gold. Shahamat Jang, Husain Quli^Kh.. and otJier noblK 
and ministers, were ptesent. every one in his proper place. At this 
Lime Siiajuddaulah fully anned. with a steel helmet on bis head, a 
coal of mail (called bufelai- in Hindi) on his body, came in [87(1] with 
a party of his followers, anti took post in the wing wfeie Husain Quli 
Kh. was scaled. After a slwrt lime tlic imiskclecrs who liLid been 
sianding with his conveyance outside the big gate, began to enter 
two and two. four and four at a time, with their matches lighted 

At this time, BarkhurdSr Beg who used to regard himself ^ a 
master of arms*, and had come armed in the company ot Siro}- 
uddaulah, suddenly rose from bis place and going up to 'Ahvardi 
asked 'AMiat orders? " The Kawlb who knew nothing of the 
of the matter, asked '"In what afiair?*' Then Ghulara Husain Khan, 
with great audacity, told ihc Naw-ib. ‘ The musketoeis of Sirajuddaulah 
with lighted matches are entering the place”, and Barkhurdar Hcg 
again spke to the Kawab, ”l shall do what you order.” 

•Alivardi seeing that the darbat had assumed a different colour, 
lold Ghiilam Husain Khan. "Don't allow the musketeers of Simj- 
iiddautah to enter the place, and turn out those who have already 
entered ” He turned to Barkhurdar Beg, and asked. "Vou have not 
been told of any business. For what are [8&1] you seeking mv pr- 
mission?” Not seeing it advisable for himself to slay bnger m si^h 
a place at such a time, he immediately rose up and went mlo his 
private chamber. After this SirSjnddaulah's treacherous plan bec^ 
a matter of public knowledge, and 5hahainat Jang and Husain Quh 

' lhad began to complain. . 

‘ ‘Alivardi publiclv censured Sirajuddaulah for this step, bul m a 
nkvate audience told him, "P»ple who having come for rMrejung 
iheir enemv. cany- out their plan tn esecution, are out of tins kind. 
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[t IS an iJlastratloi} of your incxperienco* because slaying Husain Quli 
Khan in thk manner would cause a great iiiinult. Jt was v^ty likely 
thal great injuries (wounds^ would have been inflicted on me Wd all 
the assembled people and the money w^ould have been plundered* In 
every way do not attempt such Impractiaible iufiprr>fitabfe] steps 
which cannfrt iulfil your objfi^ct/' 


XXXIII 


Other incideniA e/ yr^ir ji6t? AM\ {iSlh Oci. —Mh Oci. 

^755)- disgrnrp o| Khwdja "Abdul Hddi^ and the conferment ^jf 

the bakhshignri of ih^^ir an FMs \ili Kh. Khurasdnir — 

After Khwaja ^ dl Hadi had gained full powder and stability in 
the pcjst of bakhshi* he out of meanness of spirit, began to show s^its 
of opinionstiveness and self-conceit. [SSb] so much sq that he did not 
observe tlfl^ rotes of etiquette in speaking and writing to the XaW'Sb. 
Thus, one day 'Ahvardi remarked m his darbar. "'There Ls a holy 
tnidilion, which means, "Very soon my follow^ers will be? Mcparaled intn 
33 sects, all of which am dnomed to perdition, except one ndly". 
And now In the opinion of the StitmL^ the follow'eni ot aJ! the four 
sects whose priests are recognised by them, are to he considered as 
saved*' Khwnja 'Abdul fladt, though he knew that the Kawab w^as a 
Shia'> rocJdcsyly replied w'ithout restraining himi^If* ^'AII these four 
sects of the Sunnis are nature one ; all the olher sects besidL>s these 
are doomed to perdition/' Though th(? Nawab w^as displeased wl^h 
the reply, he chose to be silent on thal occasbn. 

About \bc same time, anothcT day in the course of coowrsation 
the Kbwiij:i said to the Xavvab. Highness, has ... me 

(Herr f. KSh abruptly cnds.l 


XXXIV 


After the death of Mahabat Jang^ on roth Rajab 1170 (loih 
April 1756) Sirajuddaulah seated himself on the ihfufie of Elengtih 
Bibi (ihasiti. the daughter of the late Naw^ib, had got control mte llte 



In her father's last illness, she look up her lesidcncc in the patacc nf 
Moti Jhll in fear of Sirajuddaulah. Siraj planned to overthrow her* 
Bibi Ghasiti opened her hand in liberality and n:iakiri,g gifts, and 
assembled all her followers, like Mir Qudratullah, Mir Sharfuddm* 
Mirza GhulSm *Ali . . , (The remainder of the Br. Mus. ms has not 
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